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Two Great Reasons to Visit 
Scenie Shelbume, Yermont. 





Please write or cali 802/985-3346, ext. 393, Voice only; 1-800-253-0191 TTY Relay. 

Shelbume 
Farms 


Shelburne Farms 


Shelbume 

Museum 


An American Sampler 


Bay and Harbor Roads, Shelbume, VT 05482 
Open May 20 to October 15 • 802/985-8498 

Circle Reaaer Service Number 176 for Both Attractions 


Described as New England\s Smithsonian. 
One of the world’s great collections of 
American folk art, artifacts, and architecture. 
Home of the steamboat Ticonderoga, a 
National Historie Landmark. 


Explore 37 exhibit buildings • Stroił through 45 
scenie acres • Discover 80,000 pieces of Americana 


Shelbume Museum 

Open year-round; May 20 to Oct. 22, daily 10am-5pm; 

Oct. 23, 1995 to May 17, 1996, daily tour at lpm. 
Information—Shelburne Museum, Dept. VL, Box 10, 
U.S. Route 7, Shelburne, VT 05482, 
802/985-3346, fax 802/985-2331. 
Accommodations for people with disabilities are possible. 


“An Incomparable 
American Landmark. ” 

Gourmet Magazine 


1,400 acres of Farmland, Forests and Meadows 
on Lakę Champlain •Turn-of-the-Century Inn 
• Classically Inspired Cuisine with Simple 
Fresh Ingredients • Beautiful Walking Trails 
• Children's Farmyard •Cheesemaking 
• Guided Tours 


In the Heart of the Lakę Champlain Valley, 7 miles south of Burlington. 

) 




























FROM 


Fermont Life l)esk^^ 
Calendar ^ 

with orders of $35 or morę 
placed before November 30th. \ 

See Details on the 
Order Form ... ' 


Celebrating 


New! 

Vermont Specialty Foods, See page 12. 

Sabra Field Notę Cards, See page 8. 

Limited Edition Kathleen Kplb Prints* Sł?page7. 


Speciul Advertising Supplement to Yemiont Ufa Maguzine 


















A Gift to Enjoy 365 
Days of the Year 


The most popular gift in our 
catalog, this special calendar 
captures the unique sense of 
place, the breathtaking cycle 
of the seasons, the peace and 
the character of the Vermont 
countryside. 8 x IO/ 2 , wire 
bound, with ample space to 
write notes and appoint- 
ments. This 
year’s calendar is 
the calendar for 
Vermont Life’s 
50th year! 


Celebrating 


1996 September 


1996 


WC6010 $8.95 
YR6090 Three-Year Wall 
Calendar Subscription $2! 




^ The Wall 

W/śk Calendar 

^9 \ffi23 * s shipped 

in a con- 
yenient, 

jjr ready- 

fmk to-mail 

box for 

gift giving. Just address 
it y addpostage, and mail. 




Give VerTnont Life Calendars 
as business gifts. 

Cali us for corporate discounts. 
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For other Wall calendar Gift 
CombinańonSy see page 15 . 


New! 

Morę ways to give 
our calendars: 

A. Save with Quantity Discounts! 


SAVE $3.90! 

D. Three-Calendar Gift Pack 

This complete set includes a Vermont Life Wall 
calendar, Engagement Book, and Pocket Calendar. 
(For details on these calendars, see p. 4.) 

CC6045 $19.95 

(CC6245 Two or morę: $19.50 ea.) 3 


CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-455-3399 


If you’d like to give morę than two Vermont 
Life Wall Calendars as gifts this year, you’11 save 
with our multiple discounts: 

WC6210 Three or morę: (Save 10%) $7.98 ea. 
WC6810 Ten or morę: (Save 15%) $7.60 ea. 


B. Wall Calendar AND Ve?mont Life 
Subscription 

Purchase your Wall Calendar in combination 
with a Vermont Life subscription for a very at- 
tractive price. Get a combination for yourself, 
and others as gifts. 

SBC048 $18.90 

(SBC248 Two or morę: $17.90 ea.) 

SBC050 Calendar/Subscription Combination to 
foreign address: $22.90 


C. Wall Calendar and Engagement 
Book Combination 


Two wonderful, practical ways to enjoy the 
beauty of Vermont all year long — now avail- 
able together. Makes an excellent gift. 

WB6084 $16.95 NEW’ 

(WB6284 Two or morę: $16.50 ea.) 




























1996 Vermont Life Engagement Book 

Our compact, week-at-a-glance organizer takes you from Pownal to North Hero and all points in be- 
tween, with 55 color photographs of Vermont people and landscapes. There’s also a two-month calen- 
dar on every other page, and a 12-month calendar on the inside back cover. 5% x 8'X, boxed, ready for 
gift mailing. It’s also a diary ... Use it to record the first frost, the first crocus, your daily thoughts or 
memorable events. Over the years, your shelf of Engagement Books will grow into a memory library 
to treasure! 


DK6085 $4.95 (Two or morę: DK6285 $4.75 ea.) 




Always handy, 
this stand-up 
calendar sits 
right on your 
desk or shelf. 

13 colorfiil 
monthly pages 
show 

Vermont’s 
beauty. A'/ x 
QA. Please 
inquire 
about corpo- 
ratę discounts. (The Desk 
Calendar is FREE with any order of $35 
or morę placed before Nov. 30th. See the Order 
Form for details.) 




EB6011 $8.95 

(EB6211 Two or morę: $8.50 ea.) 


NEW--— 

1996 

Vermont Life 
Desk Calendar 


1996 
Vermont Life 
Pocket 
Calendar 


This purse-sized 
weekly calendar 
with space for 
reminders, 
notes, birth- 
days, etc. 
contains 12 
colorful scenes of 
Vermont’s spectacular seasons. 


PC6035 $5.95 
(PC6235 Two or morę: $5.50 ea.) 
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PB6091 Engagement Book/Pocket Calendar 

Combination $13.95 

PB6291 Two or morę: $13.50 ea. 



























































Vermont Autumn 

This gorgeous autumn scene was 
shot in Peacham by photographer 
Alan L. Graham. It graced the 
cover of Vermont Life in the fali 
of 1994, and drew such comment 
that we’ve madę it available as a 
print. 16 x 20. 

FAL081 $12.95 

(FAL281 Two or morę: $12.50 ea.) 


Exclusive! 

Limited Edition 

50th Anniversary Map Y 



Especially designed by Northern Cartographic for 
Vermont Z/^jr50th Anniversary. Large (24 x 36) 
and beautifully detailed, it’s a map anyone who loves 
Yermont will love to display. 


ANN087 $21.95 

(ANN287 Two or morę: $19.95 ea.) 


NEW 






■ i 1 




... 


CALI TOLl FREE 

1-800-45^-3399 



Vermont in 1796: ^ 

A rare and authentic map 

Reproduced ffom an original in the 
Shelburne Museum, this is a masterpiece 
of the early engraver’s art. It shows all 
the old place names (“Camefs Rump”), 
roads of the time, meeting houses, forts, 
mills, and the homes of Ethan Allen, 
Governor Chittenden and other promi¬ 
nent figures. Also included: a sheet of 
fascinating details about the map’s his- 
tory. 21 x 29, shipped in a mailing tubę. 

VTM457 $21.95 

(YTM857 Two or morę: $19.95 ea.) 























LIMITED EDITION PRINTS 

by Vermont Artist Kathleen Kolb 

Produced exclusively for Yermont Life by the world famous Stinehour Press 



SPECLAL! Any two Kathleen Kolb Prints 

shown, $50.00 ea. 


KATHLEEN KOLB is one of the 
Green Mountain State’s most talented 
and popular artists, 
known for her richly de- 
tailed watercolors of the 
state’s countryside and 
architecture. Her work 
has often graced the 
pages of Vermont Life. 

We are pleased to offer 
these three beautiful, 
signed, limited editions, printed with 
superb craftsmanship and color fidelity 
by Vermont’s renowned Stinehour 
Press. These personally signed prints 
make exceptional gifts. 



A. Percy Farm, Stowe 

The artist captures the beauties of 
Stowe in summer, with the sweeping 
green shoulders of the Worcester Rangę 
in the background. A signed, limited 
edition of 250. 18 x 22 (11 x 1414 
image) suitable for framing (frame not 
included). 

PRI082 $55.00 


B. Tim Sugaring 

We particularly love this simple scene 
that evokes the sights and sounds of tra- 
ditional Vermont mapie sugaring. A 
signed, limited edition of 250. 19/4 x 25 
(15 x 21 image) suitable for framing 
(frame not included). 

SUG083 $55.00 

C. Last Light, February 

This gorgeous print with its remarkably 
true-to-life late winter light is a signed, 
limited edition of 350. 18 x 22 (10% x 
14 image) suitable for framing (frame 
not included). 

LGT067 $55.00 
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NEW 


Upland Suitę Notę Card 

This 4-scene panorama spans a year as it surveys a lovely hill farm house and fiełds. 4 3 /x7'A, 

12 per pack (3 each of 4 images) with envelopes. UPS068 $8.95 (Two or morę sets: UPS268 $8.50 ea.) 


SPECIAL! Both sets of Sabra Field Notecards 
for Jast $14.95! SUT069 


Illustrating the four seasons from the Green Mountains to 
the Connecticut River Valley. 4 3 / x 7%, 12 per pack (3 each 
of 4 images) with envelopes. 

MNC034 $6.95 (Two or morę sets: MNC234 $6.50 ea.) 


Few images are morę evocative of Vermont 
than the covered bridge. Perhaps that’s 
why so many people have requested we 
offer these cards. 4% x 7 l A, 12 per pack 
(3 each of 4 images) with envelopes. 

CBN058 $8.95 

(CBN258 Two or morę sets: $8.50 ea.) 


▼ Mountain Suitę Notę Cards 


Covered ► 
Bridge 
Notę Cards 







Yermont Coat of Arms Tie 


Finally, a tie he won’t want to give away! In handsome dark 
blue with the Vermont Coat of Arms used as a 

repeating pattern throughout. May 
we suggest a “Windsor” knot? 

TIE062 $19.95 
TIE262 Two or 
morę: $17.95 ea. 


Vermont 

Coat of Arms Pin/Tie Tack 


Our beautifully crafted pin features the Vermont Coat 
of Arms — a single tali pine tree in a farm field with 
the Green Mountains in the distance — handsomely 
rendered in enamel on brass. Actual size is 7 A inch high. A Yermont Life exclusive. 


REE 

DESK 
CALENDAR! 


Place any order of 
$35 or morę before 
Norember 30 tb 
and we ll sendyou a 
FREE Vermont Life 
Desk Calendar. 

Its our way ofsay- 
ing “thanks”for 
being our valued 
customei'. 


VSP020 $8.95 

VSP220 Two or morę: $6.95 ea. 

Vermont Vehicle Emblem 

Display your State loyalty proudly! Our 
6 x 4X weather-resistant vinyl emblem 
is ready to display on your car, 
window or wherever you want. 

Black on white. 

STK077 $2.95 
STK277 Three or morę: $2.50 ea. 




Cedar Clothes Clips 


This set of six aromatic red cedar 
clothes clips can give your 
closet the sweet cedar smell of 
the Northeast Kingdom. 
(Repels moths, too.) Also use- 
ful for holding papers, clipping 
bags shut, pinning up messages, 
hanging herbs to dry 
and lots of other tasks. 
Madę right here in 
Montpelier. 

CED466 $5.95 

CED866 Two or morę sets: $4.95 ea. 



The Catamount is Back! 

Banjo Dan’s Songs of Vermont, 
Volume II 

One of the Green Mountain’s favorite 
pickers joins the Mid-nite Plowboys, 

The New Bremen Town Musicians, and 
other talented Vermont artists perform¬ 
ing Walking the Ties, Striped Mapie, 

The Catamount is Back 
and a dozen other songs 
on this marvelous CD. 

Also available on 


cassette. 


CDD474 CD $14.95 
CSS475 Cassette $10.95 


CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-455-3399 

Vermont 

Coat of Arms Mug 

The colorful Vermont Coat of 
Arms in tones of blue, green, red 
and gold is complemented here 
by the fine white porcelain of 
this slim, elegantly shaped 10 oz. 
mug that’s both microwave and 
dishwasher safe. Use it to toast 
the State that’s close to your 
heart, or send a pair of mugs to 
a friend at Christmas for the 
special price below. 

MUG033 $9.95 ea. 

MUG233 Two or 

morę: $8.95 ea. 





























Order Form (Please print Cleany) CALL TOLL FREEl 800-455-3399, Mon Fri., 8:00 - 4:30 E T. 



Fax: 802-828-3366, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


Vermont Life, 6 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 05602 


■■ 


Send Gift Order #1 to: 

Item No. 

Qty. 

Item Name or Description 

Price Ea. 

Total 




Subscription: □ new □ renewal 
□ 1-year ($12.95) □ 2-year ($21.95) □ 3-year ($29.95) 

For addresses outside the U.S., add $4.00 per year. 



Name 

Address 

City 

State/Zip 
















Message to recipient 









Send Gift Order #2 to: 

Item No. 

...... 

Qty. 

Item Name or Description 

Price Ea. 

Total 


Subscription: □ new □ renewal 
□ 1-year ($12.95) □ 2-year ($21.95) □ 3-year ($29.95) 

For addresses outside the U.S., add $4.00 per year. 


Name 

Address 

City 















State/Zip 






Message to recipient 







Method of Payment: 


□ My merchandise and subscriptions total is $35 or morę. 
Please send my free gift. 

□ l’ve enclosed $_ 

□ Charge my □ □ 

Card No_ 

Expiration datę_ 

Signature_ 



Mm 


Shipping for 
EACH Address: 



inUSA 

Foreign 

Under $10.00 

$3.50 

$6.50 

$10.01 to $30.00 

$4.50 

$9.00 

$30.01 to $50.00 

$6.00 

$11.00 

$50.01 or morę 

$7.50 

$14.00 


NO shipping charge on orders 
for subscriptions only 
Foreign orders allow 6-12 weeks 
for surface delivery 


(A) Total for subscriptions onlv (postpaid) 


(B) Total for merchandise (include subscription/ 
merchandise combinations from page15 here) 

(C) Add 5% sales tax for orders to VT Addresses 


(D) Shipping for total of (B) merchandise above 
for EACH address (See chart) 


(E) Add $6.50 per address for optional express shipping 
[this is in addition to shipping charges in (D)] 

GRAND TOTAL 


I 


$ 

$. 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 


CE601 





















































































































Detach here, moisten &foldflap to close envelop( 


Ordering Information 

1. You Can Order By: 

Toll free phone: 800-455-3399, Mon.-Fri. from 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. ET. Have your credit card (VISA or 
MasterCard) and order information ready. 

By Fax: 802-828-3366, anytime. Just fax your com- 
pleted order form with credit card information. 

By Mail using the order form provided. If you need 
morę space, photocopy the order form or use a sepa- 
rate sheet of paper. Please include payment, or credit 
card information. 

2 . Shipping 

We ship merchandise via UPS unless otherwise 
instructed. Please give us a Street address or rural 
route number to facilitate UPS delivery. 

3. Express Delivery 

For second day air delivery please add, in addition to 
the regular shipping charges, $6.50 per address. 
Available in the U.S. only. 

4. Subscriptions 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of the first issue. 

5. Ouestions? 

Cali our customer service department toll free at 800- 
455-3399, Mon.-Fri. from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ET. 




I 

I 

1 

1 

i 

i 

I 

i 

i 

I 

I 

I 


Your Satisfaction 
Guaranteed! 

Vermont Life guarantees your satisfaction on every 
item in this catalog. If you are unhappy with your 
purchase for any reason, simply return 
it within 30 days for a replacement or refund, 
whichever you prefer. 




May we send a catalog to a friend? 


Name_ 

Address. 

City_ 

State/Zip. 

















tpelier VT 05602-2100 
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Weather 

Caleo^ 


Vermont Puzzle 

Do you love jigsaw puzzles — or have someone on your 

holiday shopping list who does? Challenge them with this 
unique 24 x 30 Vermont Puzzle featuring landmarks 
and attractions from all over the State — 1,000 pieces! 


PUZ071 $13.95 

(PUZ271 Two or morę: $13.50 ea.) 


Official Annotated 
Vermometer 

by JejfDanziger 

Finally, the answer to all those nag- 
ging questions about Vermont 
weather. The Vermometer — illus- 
trated and “annotated” by favorite 
north country artist JefF Danziger — 
tells you when beer freezes, when road 
salt stops working, how much your 
car is worth after two Vermont win- 
ters and other rare meteorological 
facts. (Did you know that at 50 below 
zero Ben sues Jerry?) It actually tells 
you the temperaturę, too! In a 12" 
plastic housing. 


THM051 $16.95 


The Vermont Life Cap 

Featuring the Vermont Life Post Boy logo in gold embroidery, this 
soft olive cotton cap with tan suede brim has an adjustable buckie 
back. Madę in Vermont, it rolls easily to fit in pocket or pack. One 
size fits all. An especially neat gift for the young folks in your life. 


Special: SAYE! 


CAP060 $19.95 
(CAP260 Two or morę: 
$17.50 ea.) 


CALI TOLL FREE 

1-800-45^-3399 


Save when you buy our Weather Calendar and the 
Vermometer together. A great gift for anyone on your 
list with a sense of humor and one eye on the heavens! 

WEY088 Yermometer/Calendar Combination $24.95 
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A. Lakę Champlain: A Photographic Discovery 

Vermont photographer Paul O. Boisvert has been photographing Lakę 
Champlain sińce he was a boy, and his spectacular new book catches the 
lakę in all its moods and seasons. An introduction by Vermont Life editor 
Tom Slayton celebrates the lake’s rich past and explores its present chal- 
lenges. 8 3 /s x 10 %, 88 pp., 65 color photos. 

LKH074 clothbound $25.00 LKS075 paperback $16.95 


B. Vermont Museums, Galleries, and Historie Places 

compiled by Christine Hadsel 

A handy, comprehensive guide with detailed information about 
Vermont’s most historie buildings plus the many history museums and leading art 
galleries around the State. Co-published with the Vermont Historical Society and 
the Yermont Museum & Gallery Alliance. AVi x 9, 88 pp., paperbound. 


MUS073 $9.95 


The easy, economical way to have beautiful posteards of Vermont 
on hand to send anytime: Two dozen scenie posteards in conve- 
nient booklet form. Just select the card you want and separate it 
from the book. Each card is 4% x 6 / 2 . A fine holiday gift. 

PST047 $8.95 

(PST247 Two or morę: $8.50 ea.) 


E. The Vermont Life Bicycle Vermont Map and Guide 

A detailed, full-size Vermont road map just for cyclists. 25 loop bike tours in all 
parts of the State are clearly marked to indicate easy, moderate or advanced ter- 
rain. An ideał holiday gift for cyclists and vacationers. 


F. 

F. Yermont Postcard Book 


C. Fresh from Vermont: Vemiont Life’s Seasonal Cookbook 

Recipes by David Miles, text by Marialisa Calta 

Traditional Vermont foods in nearly 100 recipes especially created for to- 
day’s healthy eating. 7 3 X x 9%, 144 pp., paperbound, with color photos. 


FRY049 $19.95 


D. The Vermont Life Guide 
to Fali Foliage 

What triggers Vermont’s brilliant fo¬ 
liage displays? What makes some 
leaves turn red and others yellow? 

Find out in our 48-page pocket-sized 
Foliage Guide, filled with answers 
and information, plus specially mapped car trip routes for best foliage 
yiewing. A fascinating low-cost stocking stuffer. 4 Z\ x 6 , paperbound. 


GFF006 $4.95 


BMP038 $2.95 

(BMP238 Two or morę: $2.75 ea.) 
















G. Fuli Duty: Vermonters in the Civil War by Howard Coffin 

Through letters, diaries, riveting persona] accounts and trips to the battle 
sites, Howard Coffin recounts the stories of dozens of soldiers as he follows 
Vermonters through the war. Film-maker Ken Burns calls Fuli Duty: “that 
rare Civil War gem: a story that makes that remarkable and tragic war come 
alive andseem morę human. ”Hardcover, 376 pages, with dozens of historie 
photographs. WAR469 $30.00 

u nr i \z l a j at NEWLYREVISED 

H. lravel Vermont by Andrew Nemethy 

Want to discover Vermont’s best mountain views, hiking trails, bike routes, 
canoeing, fishing — even pastry? Trust Yermont Lifes Travel Vermont. The 
author has revisited every location in this third edition of a perennial best 
seller. You’11 find specifics on historie sites, natural areas, art and musie events, 
plus 16 regional tours with tips on what to do and see. Fully indexed plus 
dozens ofcolor photos. Indispensible! 8!4 x 11, 136 pp., paperback. 

TRV031 $19.95 

I. Sabra Field: The Art of Place by Tom Slayton ! 

This collection of the very best of Sabra Field’s work features 80 fuli 
color reproductions of her exceptional Vermont pastorał scenes. Au¬ 
thor Tom Slayton, editor of Vermont Life, gives us a rare insight into 
the complexity that underlies her art. 10 x 10, 128 pp., hardcover. 

FLD054 $29.95 

J. The Vermont Experience: In Words and Photographs 

Edited by Susan Bartlett Weber, introduction by Tom Slayton, 
photographs Yermont Life contributors. 





This endlessly rich volume captures the true character and heart of Yer¬ 
mont. Stunning photographs by YermonFs finest photographers ac- 
company marvelous text such as Dorothy Canfield Fisher’s moving ac- 
count of Town Meeting Day in 1953, or Calvin Coolidge’s tribute to 
his son, dead at 16. Other contributors include such well known Ver- 
monters as George D. Aiken and Robert Frost. 10% x 10%, 156 pp., 
hardcover. TYE030 $29.95 1 


K. Green Mountain Ghosts, Ghouls and Unsolved Mysteries 

by Joe Citro 

Let Yermonfs best-known writer of ghost stories introduce you to such spooky 
characters and places as “Old Slippery Skin” (Yermonfs answer to Bigfoot) and the 
Yermont Triangle, where you’d best not wander unaware. Paperback, 200 pages. 
GGM059 $12.95 

_ K. 


L. Vermont Walks: Village and Countryside 

by Mańlyn Stout, illustrated by Janet Fredeńcks 

| 1 Marilyn Stout s wonderful guide offers walkers’ tours of 43 

Yermont villages, from Peacham to Bennington. Burlington artist Janet 
i | Fredericks’ maps include impressions of each village, and are works of art 
' j themselves. 96 pp., 7 x 7, paperback. WLK072 $12.95 

—— ^ " ' 
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SPECJAŁ! Vermont Life Exclusive! 




Give the Perfect Combination! 

Two of Vermont’s finest tastes in the same package! 

SC 1488 1 Pint Syrup, 1 lb. Private Stock Cheddar $14.95 
SC 1888 Two for $27.95 

SC3487 1 Pint Syrup, 3 lbs. Private Stock Cheddar $28.95 
SC3887 Two for $54.95 


In Waterville, the Brown Family packs their syrup in con- 
tainers featuring beautiful artwork by Vermont’s favorite 
artists. This year, it’s a Mary Azarian design. Now you 
and your gift recipients can enjoy some of the world’s 
finest Grade A Medium Arnber Mapie Syrup and start 
a beautiful syrup Container collection you can add to 
every year. 


SP1476 Vi Pint $4.95 SP1876 Two for $9.45 

SP2477 1 Pint $7.95 SP2877 Two for $15.45 


The Cabot Creamery produces aged cheddar cheese that has won 
awards around the world. This sharp, rich, crumbly Private Stock 
cheddar will convert you forever. We can also send it to 
your friends and family. It’s a gift they’ll savor. (We do not 
recommend shipping cheese to foreign addresses.) 

CH1484 1 lb. błock $7.95 CH1884 Two for $14.95 

CH3483 3 lb. błock $20.95 CH3883 Two for $39.95 


Pure Vermont Mapie Syrup in “Mary Azarian” 
Containers 


1 Qt. $12.95 
Two for $24.95 

Zi Gal. $22.95 
Two for $44.00 


SP3478 

SP3878 

SP4479 

SP4879 


Blue Ribbon Cabot 
Cheddar Cheese 



Enjoy a Hearty Vermont Breakfast 

Fluffy blueberry pancakes with pure, Vermont mapie 
syrup ... and a steaming cup of Vermont gourmet 
cofFee from Green Mountain CofFee Roasters. 

Let us send all the fmngs in an attractive gift 
box: a pound of pancake mix, a pint of 
mapie syrup, a can of wild blueberries, and 
three kinds of special cofFee — breakfast 
blend, Green Mountain decaf, and hazelnut 
(enough for one pot each.) Who on your list 
would like to savor this gift on Christmas 
morning? BRK485 Breakfast Pack $19.95 
(BRK885 Two or morę: $18.95 ea.) 
















COLLECTIBLE 
Handmade Christmas Ornaments 

One in delicate porcelain, two in polishedpewter 

Our porcelain Christmas ornament is hand- 
crafted by Carol Krochak of Burkę Hollow. 
Christmas lights will shine through this delicate 
ornament, creating a warm glow. Shipped in a 
sturdy gift box. 

TRE482 Christmas Tree $12.95 


Danforth Pewterers in Middlebury are known 
for heirloom-ąuality designs using traditional 
methods and lead-free pewter. Our polished 
Rocking Horse and Snowman ornaments are 
perfect examples, as lovely to the touch as they 
are attractive on your tree. Gift boxed. 

RCK468 Rocking Horse $12.95 

SN0481 Snowman $12.95 

PEW495 Both pewter ornaments for $23.95 


Fragrant Balsam Wreath 

This beautiful 24" evergreen wreath is madę 
exclusively for Vermont Life, decorated with 
natural pine cones, red berries and a gor- 
geous red velvet bow. Please notę . we’ll ship 
in mid-November so it will arrive fresh and 
fragrant in perfect time for the holiday sea- 
son. We can send it as a gift with a message, 
if you wish. 

WRE480 $28.95 
WRE880 Two for $55.95 


CALI TOLL FREE 

1-800-45^-3399 

The Farmhouse 

A LIMITED ED1TION print by Mary Azarian 
Mary Azarian’s art touches the heart of what it 
means to live in rural Vermont. Her neo-primi- 
tive woodcuts accurately capture the fabric of 
everyday rural life, as in this evocative image of 
an old farmstead in winter. This 11x14 print 
is available in a limited edition of only 250. 

AZR080 $45.00 
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EACH SEASON in the 
coming year you’ll be giving pro- 
files of Vermont towns and the 
people who make them special; 
pieces of Vermont history; 
glimpses of naturę; ideas for out- 
ings; delicious recipes; a seasonal 
calendar of events; and as always, 
Vermont Life s magnificent color 
photography. The pleasure of Ver- 
mont will continue year ‘round, 
and that’s a guarantee. You’11 find 
check boxes for ordering subscrip- 
tions right on the Order Form. Or 
combine subscriptions with other 
beautiful giffs in any of the four 
ways at right: 


Vermont Life Subscription 

(Prices include postage and handling) 

GFTSBl 1-Year Just $12.95 

GFTSB2 2-Year 
$21.95 — Save 

GFTSB3 3-Year 

$29.95 — Save $8.90 HSll| 


With each gifi 
subscńption weilsend 
you attractive cards so 
you can announce 
yourgift. 


















G I F T #2 




A Yemiont Life Subscription Plus Our 
Beautiful Wall Calendar 


SBC048 Subscription/Calendar, U.S. $18.90* 
SBC050 Subscription/Calendar, foreign $22.90* 

Save $3.00! 


A Verrnont Life Subscription and a 
Pint of Pure Vermont Mapie Syrup 

SPS491 Subscription/Syrup, U.S. $19.90* 
SPF492 Subscription/Syrup, foreign $23.90* 


A Vermont Life Subscription Plus a 
Wall Calendar and Engagement Book 


WBS078 Subscription/Calendar/Engagement Book, U.S. $25.85* 
WBF079 Subscription/Calendar/Engagement Book, foreign $29.85* 

Save $5.00! 


A Vermont Life Subscription Plus a 
Wall Calendar and a Pint of Pure 
Yermont Mapie Syrup 


*For subscription)'merchatidise 
please use the merchandise spaces on the order fortu. 


WSS493 Subscription/Calendar/Syrup, 
U.S. $27.95* 

WSF494 Subscription/Calendar/Syrup, 
foreign $31.95* 



Vermont Life Magazine Binder 

Preserve your issues of Vermont Life with this durable forest 
green binder, stamped in gold leaf. Holds two fuli years 
of magazines (8 issues). 8'A x 12. MGB025 $9.50 

Vermont Life Indexes 

IN001 Index from Autumn 1946 - Summer 1966 $10.00 
IN002 Index from Autumn 1966 - Summer 1978 $12.50 
IN003 Index from Autumn 1978 - Summer 1993 $19.50 
IND123 Ali Three Indexes $39.95 
























3 Great Yermont Yideos! 


Touring! 

B. Yermont: A Yideo Tour 


GRV470 Standard VHS $24.95 
Alsoavailable:V IP471 PAL (European YHS) $34.95 


Nostalgia! 

A. Yermont Memories 


Produced by Yermont ETY (Vermont’s public 
television station), this nostalgie look at Yer¬ 
mont in times gone by includes many rare old 
photos, interviews, and film elips of summer 
camps, grand resorts, politicians, prohibi- 
tion, and the generał storę as the center of 
village life. Includes commentary by Yer¬ 
mont Life editor, Tom Slayton. 

MEM489 Standard VHS $29.95 

Also available: MPL490 
PAL (European YHS) $39.95 


Start with the natural beauty of Vermont, add farms, food, fairs, and folk 
arts; skiing and fishing; a famous inn; the classic rural villages and covered bridges - 
and you’ve still only experienced pan of this great armchair tour. Because what makes this 60- 
minute video panicularly interesting is the Ver- 
monters you meet along the way. An inspired gift 
for friends and relatives who enjoy Yermont — or 
who have never seen it. 

AYT458 Standard YHS $24.95 

Also available: PAL459 PAL (European YHS) $34.95 


a/cdYONT 


History! 

C. Vermont: A 
Green Mountain 
Journey 

Follow the history of 
Yermont from the 
French and Indian War 
through the era of Lakę 
Champlain steamboats, 
the coming of the rail- 
roads, right down to cre- 
ation of the modern ski 
resort in this fascinating, 
locally produced, hour- 
long video. Learn about Ethan 
Allen, mapie sugaring, the Underground Rail- 
road, Justin Morgan and his horses, covered 
bridges, the great granite quarries and much 
morę. With a 2-color, 8 l A x 11 companion map 
showing the places of interest in the video. 


Save 


this Guide to 


Green Mountain 


Gifts 


Yermont Products 


make great 
gifts all year long 


Celebratmg 
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competition is real, and the fans know it 
By Howard Coffin 
Photographed by Glenn Russell 

32 The Saw: Winner of the 1995 Ralph 
Nading Hill Literary Prize 
By Scudder H. Parker 
Illustrated by Edward Epstein 

34 Vermont: The Humań Landscape, 

A scenie portfolio 

42 Passing THE Saw: This chunk of 

northern forest is home and livelihood to the Moffatts of Craftsbury 
By David Dobbs and Richard Ober 
Photographed by Richard Howard 

48 Vermont Autumn: Peacham 
Photographed by Alan L. Graham 

>)() Astride THE Magic Horse: Ignat Solzhenitsyn's talents and 
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l H AMAZING GRACE: Tapping rich spńngs of creativity in 
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I N S I D E 

Yermont Life 


hen people talk about "the real Yermont," they usually 
mean the Vermont that gets up early and goes to milking 
or baking or sawing trees: traditional, working Vermont. 
There are a lot of other Vermonts, of course. There's the 
"new" Vermont with its concerts and festivals, which is morę urban 
and mass-media influenced, and can be a lot of fun, but makes those of 
us who love traditional Vermont nervous from time to time. There's 
retired Vermont and athletic Vermont, wildemess Vermont and down- 
town Vermont, and all of them seem to have something a bit different, 
down-home, and somehow special about them. 

Much as I enjoy Vermont's newest facets, they make me treasure 
traditional Vermont even morę. Howard Coffin's article on the Tun- 
bridge Fair's pulling contests (page 26) put me back in touch with that 
world, as did Scudder Parker's evocative poem, "The Saw" (page 32), 
and Andrea Chesman's food column on another great ritual of fali, 
chicken pie suppers (page 79). Our excerpt from David Dobbs's and 
Richard Ober's new book, The Northern Forest, (page 42) looks at the 
rugged work and complex economic issues surrounding the lives of the 
Moffatts, a tree-farming family in Craftsbury. And our Vermont View 
column (page 67) looks back to that most typical of Vermont memo- 
ries — the life of a smali boy on a traditional Vermont farm 50 years 
ago. It's a memory many Vermonters, including me, are fortunate 
enough to share. 

Such experiences remind us of who we are and where we've come 
from. Vermont is morę than beautiful landscapes, morę even than 
Green Mountains and shining lakes. Yermont is (among many, many 
other things) its people, and the traditions they have established over 
the years. 

In this issue of Vermont Life, as in all the issues past and all the is¬ 
sues to come, we will share those wonderful people with you, along 
with the landscapes and vistas, the concerts and festivals, and all the 
other good things that make Vermont the delightful and unusual place 
it is. 


Yermont Places In This Issue 


_ Peacham, p. 48 

_ Barre , p. 84 

Tunbridge , p. 26 

Cavendish, p. 50 
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Particularly Patient 
I have been waiting patiently for 27 
years and 2 months for a replacement, 
as promised by Walter Hard Jr., for the 
enclosed book, The Vermont Year- 
Round Cookbook. 

I found the book had hundreds of in- 
dexing errors in it. I offered to re-edit 
and re-index, but not accepted. It was a 
present to me, bought somewhere in 
Vermont, so I had no opportunity to 
return for exchange. 

Hoping you can supply a revised edi- 
tion. 

Janet C. Andrews 
Cazenovia, New York 

Mrs. Andrews cannot be faulted for her pa- 
tience. She refers to index problems she 
called to the attention of Vermont Life edi- 
tor Walter Hard fr. in 1968. It appears that 
Houghton Mifflin, the publisher, never reis- 
sued The Vermont Year-Round Cookbook, 
and so Walter was never able to replace it. 
We returned her book and sent her a copy 
of our most recent cookbook, Fresh From 
Vermont, as well as our everlasting admi- 
ration for her endurance and the length of 
her memory. —Editor 

Morę Helpful Herbs 

As a footnote to your excellent arti- 
cle on "Flourishing Herbs" [Summer 
1995] and their amazing medicinal 
properties, it is worth noting other ex- 
amples of naturally occurring drugs: 
vincristine and vinblastine, powerful 
anticancer drugs from the flowering 
periwinkle,- taxol from the yew tree ; 
the novel chlorine-containing antibi- 
otic vancomycin from a soil microbe,- 
and the anticancer spongistatin from 
an ocean sponge. The list is long and, 
fortunately, growing. 

Naturę is an amazing medicine 
chest! 

Gordon W. Gribble, Ph.D., 

Norwich 

Professor of Chemistry, 

Dartmouth College 

Dag Nabbit in Georgia 
Dag Nabbit... I knew this would 
happen. I resubscribed to Vermont Life 
(got the first issue today) and now Fm 
homesick again. I almost burned din- 
ner. I forgot all about it and got 
wrapped up in the beautiful pictures 
and the stories. 

I am a native Vermonter who is mis- 
(Continued on page 8) 


The Ternoit Country Storę' 

“The centerpiece ofWeston is the justly famed Vermont Country Storę!' Vermont Life. 

We’ve Been Part of Yermont Life Since 1946 

In 1946 my father, Vrest Orton, along with Earle Newton, Walter 
Hard Sr. and Arthur Wallace Peach, started work on a new magazine that 
would capture the beauty and spirit of the State. They named this new 
venture, Vermont Life. For almost 50 years now, Vermont Life has been a 
splendid success. 

We at The Vennont Country Storę are proud of our connections with 
Yermont Life , which has for all these years promoted the values of the 
citizens of our State while depicting its incredible natural beauty. 

“/ find that if it's not in the Vermont Country Storę, 
you can do without it.” San Francisco, CA. 

A Visit You'11 Long Remeniber 

The Vermont Country Storę is known in all 50 States 
through the Voice of the Mountains mail order catalog. 
We have two Stores: the original storę is located in the 
picturesque village ofWeston. Our second storę with the 
popular bargain attic is conveniently located right off 
1-91 in Rockingham. At both Stores you'11 find products 
you thought had long disappeared such as penny candy, 
Vermont Common Crackers, and floursack towels, as well 
as many other useful and practical items. Interspersed with 
the merchandise are hundreds of artifacts from the past - 
ifs like shopping in a museum. A visit you’11 remember 
long after you get home. 

“/ have been shopping with you sińce 1947 and am always 
pleased with my purchases!” Cleveland Heights, OH. 

“I just had to tell you your sernice is as much a treasure as your old-fcishioned merchandise. 
It's been cielightfully refreshing to deal with you and Tm looking forward to a long and 
happy relationship'.' Ferndale, MI. 

OUR STORES 

Rt. 100 WESTON 

Our Original Storę. 

Also yisit Bandstand Books & Art, 
The West River Jewelry Company, 
and The Bryant House Restaurant 
serving lunch daily at this location. 
Open Year Around: 9-5pm Mon.-Sat. 
Closed Sundays 

Extended Hours: July-October 9-6pm 

Rt. 103 ROCKINGHAM 

Yisit our catalog bargain attic 
at this convenient location. 

Open Year Around: 9-5pm Mon.-Sat. 

Sundays 10-6pm 

Extended Hours: July-October 9-6pm 

MAIL ORDER CATALOG 

The Vermont Country Storę® 
Dept. 2459 P.O. Box 128 
Weston, Vermont 05161 

CALL FOR FREE CATALOG 
(802) 362-2400 
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Vermont's Unknown Soldier 



Adjutant General Donald Edwards, left, honors the grave of 
the Unknown Soldier in Plymouth. 


A ccording to local tra- 
dition, he was thirsty 
and weak, a soldier re- 
turning from service in the 
Revolutionary War. As he 
walked homeward on the 
Crown Point Military Road, 
he stopped with a comrade- 
in-arms by a tiny stream in 
the hills of Plymouth for a 
drink of water. It was his 
last, for there he died. 

Was he wounded? Sick 
with one of the many dis- 
eases common to frontier 
soldiers? Or just exhausted 
and overcome by a heart at- 
tack or stroke? Today, no 
one knows. Only the bare 


essentials of his story re- 
main. A group of Boy Scouts 
marked the grave with a 
handmade sign several 
years ago. Then, last Win¬ 
ter, at the reąuest of State 
Representative John Mur- 
phy of Ludlow, the 1995 leg- 
islature passed a resolution 
designating the site the 
grave of Vermont's Un¬ 
known Soldier. On July 4, a 
special ceremony was held 
in Plymouth, dedicating it 
with a 21-gun salute. 

There are still many 
missing pieces to the story, 
but the Rev. Charles Purin- 
ton Jr., Yermont National 


Guard chaplain, believes he 
knows at least one fact 
about the unknown man. 


"He was doing his duty, like 
Vermonters ever sińce," 
said Purinton. 


Only in Hermont... 

Birds on the Air 


I t's Saturday mom- 
ing, and a raucous 
chorał version of 
"Let's Ali Sing Like 
the Birdies Sing" 
erupts from radios 
across central Yer¬ 
mont. "For the 
Birds," an informal 
and funny program 
on birds and bird lorę, 
is on the air again. 

In each half-hour 
segment, Vermont 
birders hear recorded 
bird calls and a sus- 
pense-building drum- 
beat followed by the 


chirpings of the 
weekly "mystery 
bird." They also get 
current news of bird 
sightings, bird- 
watching events, and 
the insights and ob- 
servations of two ex- 
pert Vermont bird¬ 
ers, Anson Tebbetts, 
a broadcast joumalist 
for Burlington^ 
WCAX-TY, and 
Bryan Pfeiffer, a print 
reporter for the Yer¬ 
mont Press Bureau 
in Montpelier. 

"For the Birds" 



Pfeiffer, left, and Tebbetts: friends of birds. 


airs at 7:30 a.m. Sat- 
urdays and 8:30 a.m. 
Sundays on WDEY 
in Waterbury, and is 
also heard on Mor- 
risville's WLVB. It 
generates a lot of in- 
terest — a couple 
dozen letters per 
week, and has 


handed out morę 
than 1,000 pounds of 
free bird seed to win- 
ners of the "mystery 
bird" contest. 

"We don't get too 
serious," Tebbetts 
says. "We just try to 
have fun and pass on 
some information." 


Burlington Wins 
Again 


V ermont's largest city, 
sometimes maligned 
by Yermonters as too 
urban, must be doing some- 
thing right. It keeps crop- 
ping up on everybody's list 
of best places to live. Last 
summer Outside Magazine 
put Burlington at the top of 
a list of most livable cities 
in the United States. Morę 
recently, Terry PindelTs 
book A Good Place to Live 
(1995, Henry Holt & Co., 
New York) included a long 
chapter on Burlington that 
praised both the city's 
beauty and its moderate, 
live-and-let-live style of 
politics. "I had never seen a 
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Richard Howard 


A KOREAN CON N ECTION 



Burlington's 
Community Boathouse. 

city of such civility any- 
where in America/' writes 
Pindell, who lives in Keene, 
New Hampshire. 

Meanwhile, Back 
in Cyberspace 

T hings change fast on 
the Internet, and 
those of you with per- 
sonal computers who have 
tried to reach us at the 
World-Wide Web address 
we supplied in our Summer 
1995 issue may have had a 
problem: We've moved. Our 
new web address is 
http://www.cit.state.vt.us/ 


vtlife/index.htm 

It's a mouthful, 
but it worlcs, and 
will provide in- 
formation on 
your Computer 
screen about the 
magazine as well 
as a sample of the 
current issue. 
There will also be 
information on 
some Vermont Life 
products and a selection of 
our advertisers. 

If you go to the address 
http://www.cit.state.vt.us/ 
index.htm, you will find 
the State of Vermont's own 
Home Page, which includes 
a link to Veimont Life as 
well as other Green 
Mountain State links and 
a digital version of the 
State coat of arms. Wel- 
come to Vermont's own 
piece of cyberspace! 

If you don't have a Com¬ 
puter and have no idea 
what any of this means, 
please accept our apologies. 
Or, consider malcing an In¬ 
ternet visit via a friend's 
Computer. 


T he new Korean War Veterans Memoriał on 
the Mail in Washington, D.C., has Vermont 
connections beyond the Vermonters who 
served in that war: The 19 imposing stainless Steel 
soldiers that are the central feature of it are the 
work of Barre sculptor Frank Gaylord. Gaylord's 
seven-foot-tall, poncho-clad troopers are in mid- 
stride, walking uphill through enemy country, 
fighting cold weather, tense, wary of their flanlcs. 
"I was in World War II," said Gaylord, who has 
been shaping Vermont granite sińce the 1950s. "I 
was a paratrooper. I was a month and a half in the 
Battle of the Bulge. What I tried to show in all the 
different men was the way I felt ... the hideous re- 
ality of mortal combat." The project originally 
called for 38 troopers, and took 
Gaylord five and a half years of 
work. 

Sculptor Frank Gaylord and one of 
his Steel troopers. 



They're Still Dancing in Wolcott 



The dancers of the Wolcott Children's Ballet 
Company stand with mentors Larissa Sintsooa, 
Kennet Oberly, and Peter Silkin (striped shirt), 
next to the Lamo i Ile River. 


magazine brought the com¬ 
pany help on that score: 
$ 11,000 in donations, the 
attention of national televi- 
sion networks, plus some 
possible help from founda- 
tions. Director Kennet 
Oberly and his wife, Larissa 
Sintsova, a former dancer 
with the Estonian National 
Ballet, continue to bring 
dance into young lives. The 
ballet's performance season 
starts in mid-November. 
For information cali (802) 
888-2746. 


W hen last we covered 
the extraordinary 
Wolcott Children's 
Ballet [Winter 1991], its fu¬ 


turę was in doubt because of 
the illness of June Gorton, 
the woman who founded it 
and brought the troupe of 
young, rural 
dancers to a 
high level of 
sophistication. 
Today the bal¬ 
let is doing 
well, though 
scrambling as 
always for 
funds. A recent 
a r t i c 1 e i n 
Smithsonian 


Focusing on 
Vermont's Forests 



R eforestation is the sin¬ 
gle overriding fact of 
Vermont's natural 
history in the last half of 
the 20th century. It was the 
subject of our 
Summer 
1993 story 
"From Field 
to Forest," 
and it's also 
the subject ^ 
of a new 
ąuarterly 
magazine 
devoted to 
Vermont's forests. 

Vermont Woodlands is 
published from Corinth by 
Stephen Long, an outdoor 
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ore than 100 proven designs, from classic colonial to sweeping 
contemporary, with the flexibility to customize any set of plans - 
yours or ours - to build the home you’ve always dreamed of. 


Thomas M. Wood Builders 

RR #4 Box 710, 

Morrisville, VT 05661 
(802) 888-7930 

Energy Shield Systems 

P.O. Box 870, 

Wilder, VT 05088 
(802) 295-5988 


Holcomb's Construction 

RD 1 Box 229, 

Wells, VT 05774 
(802) 645-0333 

A.W. Clark Jr. & Son 

Route 17, 

Waitsfield, VT 05673 
(802) 496-3030 



Tim Herbert Construction 

Box 6387, 

Rutland, VT 05702 
(802) 773-7271 


Neal Speer Construction Co. 

20 South River Street, 
Swanton, VT 05488 
(802) 868-4277 


Windridge Builders lnc. 

840 Meadowbrook Road 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-9197 


Big Pine Builders 

P.O. Box 1324, R. 11-30 
Manchester Center, VT 
05255 

(802) 362-1660 


Currier Construction Co. 

P.O. Box 370, Route 11 
Georges Mills, NH 03751 
(603) 763-2863 


Yandow/Dousevicz Const. 
Corp. Inc. 

46 Swift Street, 

So. Burlington, VT 05403 
(802) 860-7315 




Crestline 


185 Railroad Ave., Delanson, NY 12053 • 518-895-2341 


Cali or write your nearest Harvest Home dealer, 
or Harvest Homes, for a FREE brochure, or send 
$12 for a complete design collection of over 40 homes. 



Windows 8Doors 

Cali 518-895-2341 for Harvest Homes 


Dealer inquiries are invited. 

representatives in other areas of NY, CT, MA, NH, NJ, VT and PA. 
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The Loon Tie 


One ofour favorite birds 

Wonderfully woven in a silk/poly fabric 

$25 ppd • Visa, MasterCard or checks 
Ground colors: mapie red or spruce green 

4 

Barnard - Maine Ltd. 

P.O.Box 275 • Castine ME 04421 


207-326-9179 • Fax 207-326-9080 • 1-800-962-1526 (outside Maine) 
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writer for the Valley News, and Wir¬ 
ginia Barlow, a consulting forester, as a 
forum and information source for Ver- 
mont's 60,000 forest landowners and 
the state's foresters and loggers. The 
magazine combines natural history 
and forestry with a focus on preserving 
Vermont's working woodland ecosys- 
tem and its wildlife habitat. Forty-page 
issues are printed in black and white 
in June, September, December and 
March for $18 a year or $5 per copy on 
newsstands: Vermont Woodlands, 
P.O. Box 471, Corinth, VT 05039, tel. 
(802) 439-6292. 



UPDATES & 
CONNECTIONS 


We report with sad- 
ness the death of 
Frank Lieberman, 
Vermont Life’ s art di- 
rector from the mid- 
1960s through the 
mid-'70s and in the 
early 1980s. Lieber¬ 
man, 85, was known 
for his elegant sense 
of type and layout, for his wonderful 
sense of humor, and for his love of ski- 
ing and of fine food. He not only de- 
signed the magazine, working often 
with photographer Hanson Carroll to 
produce striking covers, but he was 
also VL’s food editor, offering such de- 
lights as "Frank's Dream Beans" and 
"Crayfish Wiggin." But his greatest 
contribution was in presenting the 
words and pictures that were Veimont 
Life. "He was the consumate typogra- 
pher," said VL managing editor Linda 
Dean Paradee. "He set the mold for 
the way Vermont Life looks today." 
Indeed, Frank Lieberman is still with 
us, from the beginning to the end of 
each issue: He drew by hand the Ver- 
mont Life cover logo that is in use to¬ 
day and designed the "dingbat" — the 
smali symbol that still indicates the 
end of every article in every issue. 

Two other longtime VL employees 
have also died this year: Elizabeth 
Young, 85, was the subscription super- 
visor for nearly 30 years; when she be- 
gan, subscription records were kept in 
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shoe boxes, when she left, they were 
on Computer. Richard T. Swasey, 62, 
was a talented accountant and sales- 
man for 15 years. 

• 

The C.W. Gray and Sons Auction 

[VL, Autumn 1981], a fixture of life in 
the upper Connecticut River Valley 
every Monday for nearly 50 years, is 
cutting back its Schedule to once a 
month — every fourth Monday. Fam¬ 
ily members cited lack of volume in 
livestock sales due to the declining 
number of farms, and the lack of time 
to run the auction. Since its start in 
1947, Gray's East Thetford Commis- 
sion Sale offered everything from 
chickens to cows, plus a cornucopia of 
odds and ends and a weekly slice of 
rural life. The revived auction will sell 
only larger farm animals and farm 
items. As always, the auction runs 
from 2 p.m. until done. 

• 

King Arthur Flour, which has oper- 
ated out of Norwich for the past 11 
years [ VL , Winter 1990], is building a 
$2.5 million corporate headąuarters. 
The project includes a mammoth 12- 
sided building. Look for it on Route 5 
south of Norwich, near the King 
Arthur retail storę. 

• 

In last springi International Re- 
gional Magazine Association competi- 
tion, Vermont Life was a finalist for 
Magazine of the Year. Although we 
didn't win, it was an honor to be in the 
running. VL has won several other 
awards in the past few months, includ- 
ing: The Quill and Trowel Award from 
the Garden Writers Association of 
America for Eliot Tozer's article about 
lilacs, "The Emblem of Flome," Spring 
1994. From IRMA, VL won a bronze 
award for best reader service article 
("Hiking Inn to Inn with Children," by 
Cindy Ross, Autumn 1994), and 
awards of merit for best photo essay 
("November's Quiet Beauty," Autumn 
1994, Alan L. Graham, photographer) 
and best feature article ("200 Years on 
the Howard Farm," Spring 1994, by 
Noel Perrin). 

• 

The South Hero Congregational 
Church celebrates its bicentennial this 
year, and Shaw's General Storę in 
Stowe is 100 years old and going 
strong. 



Von Bargen’s Fine Diamonds and Jewelry 

Stratton Mtn ., VT • Church St.. Burlington, VT • Springfield, VT 

1 - 800 - 841-8820 
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Sugarwood Farm 
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Shirts by 
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Chase 
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Sizes: M,L,XL 
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in pine crate 
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LETTERS 

Continued from page 3 


erable living in the South. Tm at a 
point where I cannot piele up and leave 
to go back where I belong. Perhaps 
someday that will happen. In the 
meantime, keep the issues coming and 
HI be totally miserable until I can 
move back up there to my homeland. I 
know Vermont will wait for me. 

Merry Arace 

Jonesboro, Georgia 

Vermont Namesakcs 

My wife and I have had a soft spot in 
our hearts for Vermont sińce we were 
married in Burlington during the early 
part of World War II. We have been 
long-time subscribers to Veimont Life. 

In the Summer issue recently re- 
ceived, the article on family reunions 
("Ties that Bind") caught my eye when 
I scanned the list of names associated 
with the Robinson family. Not only 
was my name, Meehan, mentioned, 
but also my wife's maiden name, Mc- 
Gourty. We are not Vermonters. I was 
born in Brooklyn and my wife was 


born in Ireland. I just thought it was an 
interesting coincidence and thought 
I'd tell you about how close to home 
Vermont Life can get. 

We visit Vermont about twice a 
year. Your magazine fills in the gaps 
and keeps us in touch in between 
times, while we are home here in Cali- 
fomia. 

Keep up the interesting, and very, 
very "Vermont" articles. 

Jack Meehan 
California 

Praise from N.C. 

Vermont Life is the greatest maga¬ 
zine ever published! We all thank you 
for your work in bringing these great 
pictures and articles to us. 

The Fritz Family 
Greenville, North Carolina 

Keep the cards and letters coming: 
Vermont Life, Letters to the Editor, 6 
Baldwin St., Montpelier, VT 05602; E- 
mail: Vtlifemag@aol.com; Fax: (802) 
828-3366. 


M&Ms, Mountains, and Matrimony 


After college, Dan and I, lifelong 
friends from a smali Pennsylvania 
town, hiked the 2,100-mile length of 
the Appalachian Trail, from Georgia 
to Maine. Around a bend in the path 
in Vermont, we met fellow hiker 
"Nanook the Garden Gnomę," a bud- 
ding biologist with a balancing pas- 
sion for chainsaws and cars. Together 
we walked, slept and 
ate, and throughout 
our hike hope and 
fellowship grew as 
abundantly as wild- 
flowers. 

As we shuffled 
north through the 
Green Mountains, 
our summer's path 
slowly revealed the 
colorful hints that 
become autumn. 

One day we stopped for a break by a 
cool, bubbling spring. We drank our 
fili and hunched for an hour over a 
package of Fig Newtons and other 
sweets, talking of family, friends and 
life. We sat ąuietly for some time af- 
terward. Birds chirped and a breeze 
took to the trees. Then Nanook broke 
the stillness with an offer: "My sister 


for that bag of M&Ms!" he said to 
me. 

We finished the trail in October, 
and went our separate ways. I re- 
turned to Pennsylvania, and several 
weeks later received a surprise notę 
from Nanook's sister, Jennifer, the 
same sister of the M&Ms deal offered 
deep in the Vermont woods! We met 
for the first time, just 
as autumn took the 
last of the leaves. 
Dan soon joined the 
ranks of the working 
world somewhere in 
Minnesota. Nanook 
returned to college. 
Since finishing the 
big hike, each of us 
thinks of ways to 
arrange life so that 
we can once again 
take to the Trail. And now, I owe 
Nanook that bag of M&Ms: Jennifer 
and I were engaged and then joyfully 
married, forever knotted, among 
friends, family and dishes of M&Ms 
in the deep, rolling hills of Cabot, 
Vermont, not far from where the Trail 
springs etemal. 

David Radcliffe, New Britain, CT 



Neivlyweds Jennifer VanCatnpen 
and David Radcliffe 
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ALLEN LUMBERCO. 

800 - 696-9663 

Bradford 

OAKES BROTHERS, INC. 

222-5280 

Essex Junction 

FLANDERS BUILDING SUPPLY 

878-3381 

Johnson 

PARKER & STEARNS 

635-2377 

Montpelier 

ALLEN LUMBER CO. 

800 - 698-0078 

North Springfield 

BIBENS HOME CENTER 

886-2288 

St. Johnsbury 

ALLEN LUMBERCO. 

800 - 696-2666 

Stowe 

PARKER & STEARNS 

253-9757 

Waitsfield 

ALLEN LUMBER CO. 

800 - 462-4475 

Williston 

WINDOWS & DOORS 
BY BROWNELL 

800 - 773-4803 

Lebanon, NH 

BLODGETTS SASH & DOOR 

603 - 448-6575 



8 • YERMONT LIFE 


Circle Reader Service Number 276 


















J.U, UJU IIBI, cJHIJUllUtl. 




jrvin Windows & Doors Information Linę: 1-800-394-8800 


WINDOWS & DOORS , 


ve, 

to, 

ge 


f 


US: No strings, no games, 
casual friendship. 


WANTED: 

A FRENCH LOVE AFFAIR 

Heavily Clad SFDR with 
AAMA605 seeks homeown- 
er with fondness for OXXO 
& strong values (both R & 
U). Have distinctive features 
and can fit a Modern or 
Provincial relationship. 
Graduated from NWWDA 
with a Grade 60. If you're 
interested in a durable rela¬ 
tionship with a French 
Classic, let’s talk. 

Professional’ 

financally secure WWWF, 

50, 5'8", 140 Ibs, n/s, n/d, 
drug-free, enjoy theater, 
travel, Seinfeld, weekends 
in Minneapolis or at the 


nor 


eart 


loyal 


R o n 


omantic. 


ionate, 


ńature-lo 


esire 


rc 


! ? ) 


with a • 


HOUSE 

BCj 

Simple, rur 
ous intelle 
ing/music 
185lbs. se 
gent c on 
depth gra( 






(W ^ 
n,i ^ 


















Madę 


1 N 


V E R M 


O W T 


* 


A Fali Harvest of Craft Shows 


By Cheryl Dorschner 
Photographed by Jon Gilbert Fox 



Gale Cass shows some Firerobin finger puppets at the 
Burklyn Arts Christmas Market. 


C raft shows are where smart Ver- 
monters do their Christmas 
shopping — all year 'round — 
and where sawy yisitors bring home 
some of the best of Vermont with one- 
stop shopping. 

A high level of skill has long been a 
hallmarlc of Vermont artisans. "I think 
Vermont craftspeople are a cut above 
the rest. Vermont is a uniąue, isolated 
landscape and the work is different be- 
cause it expresses the relationship be- 
tween the artist and that landscape/' 
observes Martha Fitch, a Vermont na- 
tive who has been a fiber artist, an art 
teacher and founder of the Vermont 
Crafts Council. 

She has watched the maturing of 
craft shows sińce the 1970s when the 
back-to-the-land movement here 
sprouted do-it-yourself macrame mak- 
ers, potters, knitters, weavers, furni- 
ture makers, leather workers and the 
like. As people began to sell their 
work, they learned business skills by 
the seat of their blue jeans, and their 
crafts matured as their business acu- 
men grew. 

"Craftspeople got morę sophisti- 
cated because they've been doing their 
craft for a long time," notes Fitch. 
Nowadays, in place of simple pottery 


bowls you're likely to find porcelain 
teapots. Tooled belts and sandals have 
been replaced by buttery leather at¬ 
tache cases. Thick cotton or wool one- 
size-fits-all garments have been sup- 
planted by chenille and fine fabrics. 

Meanwhile, craft organizations 
sprang up, shows became highly orga- 
nized and sometimes selective. The 
craft show itself became big business 
for some entrepreneurs. 

Craft shows are as varied as Ver- 
monters, but I like to think of them as 
having evolved into three types: the 


major regional craft event, the local 
school or church bazaar fund-raiser, 
and the community craft show. I don't 
dismiss any of these or extol one type 
over the others. They are like pizza — 
something diverse that you really can't 
get too much of. Think of the three 
types of craft shows as trendy gourmet 
pizza, pizza sold door to door by the 
neighbor's kids, and pizza rustica: 
Each has a place in the diet. 

So it is with craft shows. Whatever 
the style, the craft show is an event 
where "you'11 find extremely wonder- 
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ful treasures and whimsical things at a 
good price," says Fitch. 


MARTHA JACKSON 

Specializing in 19th and Early 20th Century Quilts 


Enough People 
To Fili a City 

Vermont's biggest regional craft 
event is the Essex Craft Show, October 
27-29 at the Champlain Valley Exposi- 
tion fairgrounds. The State Chamber of 
Commerce has twice named the juried 
show, now 15 years old, one of Ver- 
mont's top autumn events. 

Last year, 40,000 people paid at least 
$3 each to walk aisles lined with morę 
than 300 vendors who set up shop in 
four buildings and three heated tents, 
one for food concessions alone. Tent is 
too smali a word for these arenas: One 
of these canvas castles had 18 pealcs. 

This show is perfect for the born-to- 
shop fairgoer. You can identify these 
people as they leave in groups of three 
to five, lugging bulging canvas totes in 
each hand. Even if you arrive before 11 
a.m. on Saturday, expect to spend 15 
minutes in linę getting to a parking 
space and another 10 minutes walking 
to the tents at a fast clip in chilly mid- 
autumn weather. The first tent is fuli 
of food for sale, and the throngs belly 
up to the sample bars. By 1 p.m. it's 
body to body — a human mass moving 
through the aisles. There are a lot of 
country crafts, hand-painted wooden 
items and everything else imaginable. 

Organizers promise they won't let 
the show get any larger. They now 
have a waiting list of 50 vendors. This 
show started as a fund-raiser for the lo- 
cal school. It became a two-woman 
business called Craftworkers, Inc. that 
runs two shows in Vermont and one in 
New Hampshire. For 1996, the com¬ 
pany plans a new spring Chittenden 
County show. 

"I've always been in awe of the work 
of true craftspeople, ,/ says Sally Wash- 
burn of Essex, who co-founded Craft¬ 
workers Inc. with Kathy Rosę, also of 
Essex. "I don't have those skills, I have 
organizational skills. I was looking for 
a way to expand the market for crafts- 
people," says Washburn, the former di- 
rector of Vermont Handcrafters. In- 
deed, no one has put together as large a 
craft event in the State. 

"The difference between the smali 
fund-raiser or medium-sized show and 



Formerly of Riverside, CT and Main Street Cellar, 
New Canaan, CT. Vermont in-house showroom. 
By appointment. 


P.O. Box 430 Middlebury, Yermont 05753 (802) 462-3152 
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Matthew Burak Furniture 

Showroom with over 30 pieces on display 
in an authentically restored historie house on Rt. 2 in Danville. 
Cali ahead for custom design consultation. 
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V E R M O N T STATE CRAFT CENTER 

FROG HOLLOW 

Robert M. Gasperetti 



FURNITUREMAKER 

Hand-crafted hardwood furniture 
for the discriminating homeowner or collector. 
Select from our portfolio or 
allow us to custom-design a piece 
to meet your needs & desires. 

• 

Box 242, Mt. Tabor Avenue 
Danby Village, Vermont 05739 
802-293-5195 

By chance or appointment 
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Danforth 

PEWTERERS 



JOHNS CONGDON 

CAHINETMAKER 



Fine Hondcrofted Pewter oil lomps, voses, and 
tableware madę in Middlebury, Vermont 

In The Marbleworks 
Monday-Friday 10-5 

Sunday (June-December) 11-4 

For a catalog cali 800-222-5260 
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Tali Chest in cherry and cocabola 

P.O. Box 206 
Charlotte, Vermont 05445 
802-425-2522 
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ON THE MARKETPLACE 
85 Church Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 
802-863-6458 


AT THE EQUINOX 
Historie Route 7-A 
Manchester, VT 05254 
802-362-3321 


FROG HOLLOW 
1 Mili Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
802-388-3177 


Starr decoys 


Ali decoys handcarved, painted 
and signed by 
Gary M. Starr 
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Middlebury, Vermont 05753 
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the large ones is that you advertise, 
target your audience and use every 
form of the media there is. And we 
have a very good mailing list; we track 
whether those people attend. The 
whole business is computerized," says 
Washburn. 

The result for the shopper is a week- 
end-long craft mail. And for the 
craftsperson: "Tm exposing them to 
40,000 directly targeted buyers in one 
weekend," says Washburn. Although 
some small-scale first-timers haven't 
madę back their $300 booth fee, Wash¬ 
burn says that a craftsperson^ sales 
can run from $3,500 to $25,000 in a 
weekend. Lamps and birdhouses were 
last year's can't-miss categories. 

Vermont-Sized Fun, 

Food & Fine Crafts 

Last December the 25th anniversary 
of the Burklyn Arts Christmas Market 
was duły celebrated with a cake cut by 
founder Elizabeth Brouha. As craft 
shows go, Burklyn's is quite smali, re- 
ally ; its 70 exhibitors make it "human 
scalę" and perfect for taking young- 
sters. 

This all-Vermont, juried show (De¬ 
cember 2-3 this year), attracts top 
ąuality and a broad and talented sam- 
pling of Northeast Kingdom artisans, 
some of whom do not travel south for 
other shows. 

But the ąuality and the Vermont- 
scale of the event aren't the only rea- 
sons this show is special. Last year, at 
the foot of the St. Johnsbury Middle 
School stage, Newport Town Clerk 
Joan Bicknell was teaching kids to 
make origami creatures (free). A funky 
$50 jumper hung below the gym score- 
board sign that proclaimed "Milk 
Scores For Good Health." Seated mas- 
sage was offered in a corner where 
nine student painters had transformed 
the schooLs concrete wali into a mural 
of "A Perfect World." The buzz of con- 
yersations between long-time-no-see 
neighbors mingled with the sounds of 
Samantha Moffatt's hammered dul- 
cimer musie and the scents of home- 
made ąuiche, chili and other delec- 
tables. Seventy volunteers had cooked 
and baked at home for two days just to 
stock the cafeteria. Kids manned the 
cookie and raffle tables. 
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The market raised $8,500 last year 
for scholarships, subsidies for school 
performances and summer Chatauąua 
programs for the 1,100 students in the 
six schools of the local district. 

"There isn't the closeness at the big 
shows that we have here. They seem 
morę like a business/' observed pub¬ 
licity chair Joannę Axelrod, who has 
been involved for 23 of the event's 25 
years. The Burklyn Arts Christmas 
Market attracts people from within a 
60-mile radius. They work alongside 
their neighbors, usually know their 
customers, and the community spirit 
is strong. 

"Everybody supports it. The only 
problem is that we don't get to enjoy 
the fair as much as we'd like because 
we're all working it," jokes Axelrod. 

Among Friends 
And Neighbors 

Hometown fund-raising shows are 
everywhere in the fali. In Williston, 
where I live, two of the churches and 
the elementary school accidentally 
timed their bazaars for the first week¬ 
end in November last year. It worked 
out splendidly. Townspeople shopped 
and chatted and munched their way 
from one event to the next. 

There's a certain beauty to the local 
events. Here you find out that the 
first-grade teacher crafts handsome sil- 
ver jewelry; a Colchester couple has 
been bitten by the Southwestern motif 
bug and builds cactus-shaped shelves 
holding wooden teepees, armadillos, 
wolves and other desert creatures; a 
fellow churchgoer surprised us with 
her lovely dried floral arrangements. 

You'11 find several hobbyists who 
don't show their work elsewhere. The 
women of the church often meet 
weelcly all year to build up an inven- 
tory. There are bargains to be had in 
the items that church groups have 
madę and donated, at the orphan plant 
table and sometimes in the flea mar¬ 
ket corner. (Many a highly collectible 
book has been donated to a church as a 
rummage item.) And if nothing strikes 
your fancy, you can swap news over 
chili and bring home a platter of cook- 
ies or a home-baked pie. 

Find these small-scale craft fairs in 
local listings and events calendars. 



Freeman 


Vermont’s Largest Jewelry Storę . Since 1890 
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“Farmer’s Market” 16" x 26" 

All eyes are on the potatoes at the Farmer 's Market. 

Each Lithograph is personally signed and numbered by Will Moses. 

Mt. Nebo Gallery 

RR Box 243 Grandma Moses Rd. 

Eagle Bridge, NY 12057 
(Just off Rte. 22) 
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15 Minutes from Bennington, VT... 35 Minutes from Manchester, VT 

Free Color Brochure is also available 1-800-328-6326 

Visit the Will Moses Dealer nearest you: 

Bennington Museum, Bennington, VT Framing Format, St. Johnsbury, VT 

Collette's Yield House, Shelburne, VT Hawkins House, Bennington, VT 
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A Craft Fair Sampler 
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It's impossible for one person to at- 
tend all the craft shows throughout 
the State, but this craft trekker man- 
aged to cover many miles of aisles — 
about a dozen shows last year. Here is 
a sampling of a few noteworthy fali 
shows. For a morę complete Schedule, 
see the Calendar of 
Autumn Events on 
page 88. 

Burlington Craft 
Fair. South Burling¬ 
ton, November 16-19. 

This Vermont Hand- 
crafters Inc. event has 
been bringing the best 
Vermont crafts to 
Chittenden County 
for morę than 40 
years. The best way to 
browse the 110 sophis- 
ticated exhibits at the 
Sheraton Conference 
Center is to go on 
Thursday or Friday 
mornings. Avoiding 
the crowds malces the 
experience positively 
serene. 

Festival of Vermont 
Crafts. Columbus Day 
weekend (October 7-8) 
at Montpelier High 
SchooTs gymnasium. 

Forty juried Vermont 
exhibitors strut their 
stuff, as they have for 
morę than 20 years. 

The show bills itself 
as "the starting place 
for many craft profes- 
sionals," because it 
balances veterans and newcomers test- 
ing the market for their hobbies while 
maintaining high standards. 

Mount Snów Craft Show. Columbus 
Day weekend in West Dover. The or- 
ganizers of the Essex Craft Show set 
up their castle-lilce tents at the base of 
the ski mountain during peak leaf sea- 
son. Some 10,000 people, mostly 
tourists, eye the worlcs of 120 New 
England exhibitors at this juried show, 
in its 22nd year. 

Stowe's Double Craft Fair Weekend. 

On Columbus Day weekend Stowe 
hosts two very different craft fairs. At 
the elementary school you'11 find the 


Stowe Boosters' Club Leaf Peepers 
Craft Fair. With morę than 50 all-Ver- 
mont exhibitors, this one is strictly lo- 
cal in flavor. Here you'11 find the likes 
of Carolyn Perley's "You're My Udder 
Delight" necking cows painted on 
siatę, and $1 potholders alongside 
candy bars sold by the 
high school French 
class to raise money 
for their trip to France. 
Up the Mountain 
Road at Topnotch 
Field is the big, juried 
Stowe Foliage Craft 
Fair, with tents fuli of 
some of New Eng- 
land's finest crafts. 

Weston Craft Show. 
Columbus Day Week¬ 
end. The seats at the 
elegant Weston Play- 
house are hauled away 
to make room for 
morę than 50 crafts- 
people, 100 volunteer 
workers and about 
4,500 craft connois- 
seurs at this all-Ver- 
mont, seriously juried 
show. (About 30 appli- 
cants are turned away 
annually.) "It's a 
tough show to get 
into," says long-time 
chair of the event 
Shirley Knowlton. 
"No vinegars, no dried 
flowers, no food, no 
clowns, no painted 
faces. It's a serious, 
upscale show." Show- 
goers appreciate this care and the ca- 
maraderie of volunteers whose work 
raised $10,000 last year for the Weston 
Community Club, which preserves lo- 
cal historie sites. 

Women's Craft Fair. November 25- 
26, Contois Auditorium at Burling¬ 
ton^ City Hall. Forty eclectic 
craftswomen offer scrumptious short- 
bread, elegant hand-painted cards, 
beaded hats and intricate jewelry, and 
such delights as cootie catchers, fertil- 
ity goddesses and ants-in-your-pants 
silk-screened undies. You'11 find the 
political and the unexpected — cer- 
tainly not your average farę. 


F I N D I N G 
Your Fair 

“Each craft fair is different in 
the craftspeople and the 
audience it draws,” notes Martha 
Fitch, Vermont Crafts Council 
director. “It depends on the vi- 
sion behind it, who is putting it 
on and who they select by jury.’’ 
Here are a few of her sugges- 
tions for matching craft fairs with 
your interests: 

• Look for juried shows. It’s a 
start. 

• Shows with Vermont-only 
craftspeople are distinctive. 

• Ask around. If there s a 
craftsperson whose work you 
like, ask him or her for recom- 
mendations. 

• Get the Vermont Crafts 
Council guide, a 50-page booklet 
listing craft fairs, organizations 
offering classes and crafts by 
type. Send $2 to Vermont Crafts 
Council, P.O. Box 938, Montpe¬ 
lier, VT 05601. 























Arts & Crafts Marketplace 



Furniture and 
Accessories in the 
Shaker and 
Arts-and-Crafts 
Traditions 

Colonial Reproductions 
and Custom Designs 

Ali in solid hardwoods 
with classic joinery 




MORRIS CHAIR & FOOT STOOL 


WILLIAM LABERGE 

CABINETMAKER 

ROUTE30 RD1 BOX 8 WELLS, VT 05774 
802 645 0966 

S 

Cali ahead or come by chance 
Brochure, photos and price list available upon request. 
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in stained glass 
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Send $8.00 (refundable, for ourWDEO CMII 302~Z«B 
or visit our gallery 10 am - 6 pm 
Shimmering Glass Studio & Gallery • Route 100 ■ Waterf 
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The Artisans’ Hand 

A cooperative craft gallery 
featuring the work of 125 
Vermont craftspeople. 

89 Main Street 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 
802-229-9492 
10:00-5:50 Mon.-Sat.; 
Sundays 1 1:00-3:00 


Circle Reader Service Number 220 


Circle Reader Service Number 209 


JAMES DEW & SONS 


1171 Boston Post Rd. Dept. V, Guilford, CT 06437 
1•800»272«4546 
Catalog $4.00 



We’re a fine 
place to 
see, touch, 
contemplate 
and purchase 
museum 
quality 18th 
century 
furniture 
reproductions. 
Each graceful 
piece is 
hand madę, 
signed and 
meticulously 
authentic. 
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George Scatchard Lamps 

...are madę by hand, sold in fine Stores nation- 
wide, and available at direct-to-you prices at our 
studio near Cambridge, Vt. Come and choose 
from a wide variety of floor and table lamps in 
many styles and colors. “Seconds” at reduced prices. 
Special orders welcome. We ship anywhere. 



Ali solid hardwood 
oak or cherry. 


Cali or write for brochure, visit our showroom 

Vermont Folk Rocker & Furnishings 

RR 1 Box 36 Starksboro, Vermont 05487 
Since 1976 ❖ 802-453-2483 


Circle Reader Service Number 115 


TOPNOTCH FIELD ON THE MOUNTAIN 
ROAD, ROUTE 108, STOWE, VERMONT 

STOWE FOLIAGE 


CRAFT 

DEMONSTRATIONS 



RAINORSHINE! 
GLORIOUS TENTS 
ADULT 

ADMISSION $5 

FOR MORĘ INFO, 
CALL 802 253-7321 
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us 

and see how these unique 
and beautiful lamps are 
madę! We’re located 
between Underhill and 
Cambridge on Rte. 15. 
Hours: 9:30-4:30; 

Sun. 12:30-4:30 (July&Aug.). 


Brocliure 

Cali 1-800-643-5267 
(Locally 899-2181) or 
write to us at P.O. Box 71, 
Underhill, VT 05489. 
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Producing Vermont 
Hardwood Bowls 
Since 1857 


FREE BROCHURE 
TOUR MILL 
Monday - Friday 
8AM - 3PM 
RETAIL STORĘ 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
9AM - 5PM 



The 

Bowl Mili 

Route 100 
Granville Vermont 
1-800-828-1005 
in VT 1-802-767-4711 
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V.\ QUILTECH.V.V 

RR 1 Box 90 Shaftsbury, VT 05262 (802) 442-7169 
presents 

Old Parsonage Quilts and Designs 
Unique handcrafted quilts and wali art in traditional and 
contemporary designs. Commissioned works welcome. 

Hand and machinę finishes meticulously matched. 
Replications and restorations also available. 

Visit our studio on historie route 7-A near Bennington. 

Open Tuesday - Saturday 1-5 p.m. 
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Arts & Crafts Marketplace 



e VermontLife 

aai 


ather Ćalenaar 


(The definitive we ither 
calenjdar — brimming with 
fascipating facts, lorę, |nd 
information. Each moiith 
featu|res a beautiful phdto of 
Vermont weather, and!a 
monthly calendar higlilighted 
with unusual weather óbserva- 
tionsj and statistics, plus room 
to write your own weather 
notei. 13 x 10 ^ 2 , opening 
to 1 i x 21. 




WE6052 $9.95* 

(WE6252 Two or morę: $9.50* ea.) 

"Plus $hipping charges. 

Use the order form opposite page 81 in 
this issue. 





UMONT 


MADĘ FURNITURE OUTLET 


Solid wood fumiture madę in Vermont by local craftsmen—an investment in 
quality that will last for generations. 


"We Ship Anywhere" 

Factory seconds available — brochure available 
10 Conant Square, Brandon, VT 05733 
802-247-0117 Mon-Sat 10-5 
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Weather 
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CALL: 800-455-3399 

For VISA & MasterCard orders. 


JL Vermont 
i Country ęattery 


Jine Art (Photograpfy ■ Limited Ldition Trints 


The Vermont Landscape By ‘Tom ‘Jdanoid 


9(oute 4 at AimSer 9/iUage, Quecfiee , TTT 
(,802)295-2582 “Hours: ‘Tues.-JrL, 10:30 to 5:00; Sat. & Sun., 9:30 to 5:00 
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Adirondack Chairs 



Three styles of chairs, fold- 
ing love seats, rocking 
chairs, and tete-a-tetes. 
Available in pine, cherry, 
and red cedar. Instructions 
and hardware included. 


Chairs from $50 
(plus $12 shipping) 


Love seats from $80 
(plus $20 shipping) 


Tete-a-tetes from $100 
(plus $25 shipping) 

NYS residents add 7%. 


JERRY’S WOOD SHOP 

Box 116, Route 30 • Speculator, NY 12164 
1-800-548-5041 

Mastercard/VISA Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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O U T I IsT C S 


Dining On High 


By Andrew L. Nemethy 
Photographed by S. Michael Bisceglie 




when it comes to the "hautest" 
cuisine in Vermont: the recently 
reopened Equinox Mountain Inn, 
which looms over Southern Ver- 
mont at morę than 3,800 feet, and 
Stowe's aptly named Cliff House 
restaurant, located at 3,640 feet, 
just below the distinctive ridgeline 
of Mount Mansfield, the state's 
highest pealc. They are Vermont 
yersions of the alpine dining expe- 
rience beloved by the altitudinally 
compulsive Swiss and Austrians, 
who plunk restaurants on the most 
improbable mountain spires. 

Since I had climbed Mount 
Mansfield the hard way many 
times, I decided to treat myself to 
the Cliff House experience, sans 
pack. Housed in the end-station for 
Stowe's eight-person gondola, the 
Cliff House served as a skiers' cafe¬ 
teria until 1990, when Stowe 

Large photo: The view from 
Vermont's highest restaurant, 
the Equinox Mountain Inn 
in Manchester. 

Below: At Stowe's Cliff House, 
the cuisine is truły haute. 


Mountain Resort converted it to an 
elegant, high-beamed restaurant 
with cuisine as elevated as the set- 
ting. With a $39.95 fixed price 
menu (not including tip), it's not 
everyone's dining spot, but it's per- 
fect for a romantic evening or a fes- 
tive gathering with friends, and of- 
fers quite a lot for the money. 

The gondola ride (the cost is in- 
cluded) talces 10 minutes and 
serves up an expanding vista of 
Smuggler's Notch, the Stowe val- 
ley and the distant Worcester 
Rangę. At the top is a sub-Arctic 
alpine environment with spruce- 
scented breezes and the lonely cali 
of the white-throated sparrow. 

Casual dress is fine, especially 
for strolling around outside before 
or after dinner (bring a sweater or 
jaclcet for the walk and gondola 
ride). Gazing at the rumpled over- 
lay of foliage-painted peaks and 
dancing clouds in the setting sun 
makes a fine complement to a 
cocktail on the outdoor deck. 

Inside, we encountered the ele¬ 
gant, four-course creations of 
Robert Kuiper, a lowlands chef 
from Holland. The 30-year-old 
Dutchman is an avid skier and 
mountain lover who found a 
home in Vermont after years at 
sea level as a chef in Rhode Is- 
land and the Florida Keys. His 
S recipes have been featured in 
£ Gourmet magazine and he 
z makes a point of using fresh lo- 
| cal produce and herbs. 
t Because the Cliff House 
| kitchen is smali and everything 
| is done from scratch, the menu 
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The 100-mile vista at Marlboro's 
Skyline Restaurant. 


D espite its rural naturę, 
Vermont has a well-deserved 
reputation for haute cuisine, 
thanlcs to the sophisticated palates 
of the statek many urban emigres 
and the gourmet offerings of its siei 
and summer resorts. 

But there's another form of high 
dining, the kind that's perched on 
the upper slopes of the Green 
Mountains. Many of my finest culi- 
nary adyentures have been simple 
meals — a crusty baguette, a 
beer, some cheddar cheese — 
backpacked up and eaten atop a 
spectacular peak. 

Not everyone, of course, 
wants to schlep their dinner 
two or three hours up a trail, es¬ 
pecially when it's a dress-up oc- 
casion or a 10-person birthday 
party. Fortunately, Vermont has 
plenty of places that combine 
dining and a view, and you can 
drive right up or even ride a ski 
lift. 

Two spots hołd the elear edge 









































INNS & OUTINGS 


Enjoy the Villages of Ariington, Shaftsbuiy & Sunderland 


Visit the Vermont that lives in your imagination...visit 
Ariington, hometown of famous American artist and 
illustrator Norman Rockwell. This village provided a 
backdrop against which Rockwell could say, “Vermont is 
inspiration to my work." He chose this area to settle in 
from 1939-1953, residing in two different houses on the 
banks of the famous Battenkill. 

The same special world that surrounded Rockwell 
still exists very much unchanged for visitors to explore 
today. Picturesąue farmland, covered bridges over me- 
andering rivers, scenie bike routes, wilderness hiking 
paths, country roads lined with spectacular fali foliage 
and boundless natural beauty ai*e here. 

Make your plans now to visit us duiing our magical 
Santa Lucia Festival, December 10-11. This wonderful 
way to open the holiday season features a special pageant 
and an inn-to-inn craft tour. For morę information, con- 
tact the Chamber of Commerce at (802) 375-2800. 

We invite you to bring the Vermont that lives in your 
imagination to life. Visit our countryside, our shops, our 
inns, our lodgings and restaurants, or perhaps our Santa 
Lucia Festival. You’11 have an “illustration in your own 
memoiy to treasure forever.” 


To Manchester 
Christmas Days • I I 

SUNDERLAND 


Candlelight Motel 

W. ARLINGTON 

-f3t 

• Wflct * 


h 


Mountain 

Inn 


Battenkill Inn 


1 Ariington Inn 


ARLINGTON 


The Chocolate Bam * 


SHAFTŚBURY 

i i 

To Bennington 



An elegant and romantic, full-service 
country inn located in the heart 
of historie Ariington. 

Historie Rte. 7A. Ariington, VT M®bll 

♦♦♦ 1-800-443-9442 ★★★ 


Circle Reader Service Number 195 



For re senat ions cali 802-375-6516. 


RESTAURANT OPEN to THE PUBUC 


West Mountain Inn 

Ariington, Vermont 05250 


Visit a special 
"Peace of 
Yermont" and 


experienee 
the ftnest in Vermont 
country lodging and 
dining. 


_ Circle Reader Sen-ict? Number 197 
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Pool • Air Conditioning • Cable TV 
Phones • Fireside Room 


On the Battenkill River • Historie Rt. 7A 
Ariington, VT 05250 • (802) 375-6647 
1-800-348-5294 
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The Spirit of Christmas Year-Round 


Christmas 

We feature COLLHCT1BLE SANTAS - 
one-of-a-kind pieces and limited editions 
SHOWCASE DEALER for Dept 56 
Snów Yillage and Heritage Village 
MASTER DEALER for Vaillancourt Folk Art 
Christmas Omaments & Collectibles 
Located on Historie Rte 7A 
between Manchester & Ariington, VT 
Open Daily 9:30 am • 530 pm 
(802) 362-2516 AmEx / Visa / MC / Discover 


n 
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The Battenkill Inn 

(802) 362-4213 (800) 441-1628 



In the 
Heart of 
The Battenkill 
River Yalley. 


At the 
Base of 
Mt. Equinox 
Skyline Drive. 


Sweeping Lawns and Mountain Views Minutes 
from Manchester Village. Ali Rooms with Private 
Baths and Fine Antiques. Sumptuous Breakfasts 
served in Dramatic Dining Rooms. 

A Yermont Country Retreat 
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the chocolate barn 



Two floors of fine antiques and Americana unicjue- 
ly combined with 56 varieties of hand-dipped 
chocolates. Our famous fudge. solid chocolate 
figurines, a mouthwatering and memorable shop! 
Open daily. We ship. Historie Route 7A Shaftsbury. 
(802)375-6928. 


has only eight or nine entrees and 
there's a limited winę list, though 
I both have considerable variety. 

Entrees included salmon poached in 
a court bouillon served with basil 
buerre blanc, a grilled breast of free- 
range chicken with avocado and 
tomato salsa, shrimp and ąuail dishes, 
and Kuiper's trademark saddle of veni- 
son with cherry port winę sauce. Por- 
tions are huge, and by the time dessert 
came around, we were so roundly 
stuffed we suggested maitre d' Bob 
Howd just roli us down the mountain. 

For those hankering for high cuisine 
in the best of both senses, the Cliff 
House deserves its excellent reputa- 
tion, and certainly won't leave anyone 
hungry. And don't be put off if it's a 
rainy, cloudy or stormy day. Howd 
says the best view all last fali came on 
a rainy day when the clouds broke up 
at dinner time and created "an ineredi- 
ble light show." 

The Equinox Mountain Inn, high in 
the Taconic Rangę, at the top of the 
Manchester's Skyline Drive toll road 
($6), is another spot where dining and 
visual treats converge. For an appe- 
tizer, there's the drive, which climbs 
3,000 feet in five miles. At the top is 
the fortress-like inn and the visual 
main course, a 360-degree view over 
parts of Vermont, Massachusetts, New 
York and Quebec. "No day is the 
same," says innkeeper Holly Armitage. 
"Sometimes we're floating like an is- 
land above a soft sea of clouds, other 
times we open the doors and the 
clouds roli in for a visit!" 

The 47-seat restaurant offers upscale 
dining, with entrees ranging from 
spinach roulades at around $14 to filet 
mignon with Bernaise or au poivre at 
nearly $20. At this elevation, there are 
a few unusual touches. The menu 
notes that, because of the drive back 
down the steep and winding access 
road, the innkeepers reserve the right 
to limit consumption of cocktails. The 
inn also offers tips on how to safely 
and efficiently navigate the toll road. 
Extraordinary precautions, perhaps, 
but the view is extraordinary, too. 

A bit farther south and at the morę 
informal end of the culinary spectrum, 
the Skyline Restaurant on busy east- 
west Route 9 has madę a reputation by 
| serving high "Iow" cuisine to satisfied 
diners sińce 1946. That's "Iow" in the 
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best sense of the word, which is to say 
simple, hearty, reasonably priced, fam- 
ily-style food, and high as in 100-mile 
views over the Berkshires and east to 
the White Mountains. 

The combination is unbeatable on a 
frosty October morning looking out 
from the pine-paneled dining room 
over a piąte piled high with pecan, ba- 
nana-dot or chocolate-chip griddle 
cakes, watching cottony clouds burn 
off a sweeping panorama of hills and 
pealcs dressed in red and orange. 

Open year-round on Hogback Moun- 
tain 13 miles west of Brattleboro on 
the main foliage-gawking road to Ben- 
nington, as many as 900 diners eat 
here on pealc days in fali (no reserva- 
tions). Thousands morę stop to walk 
on the observation deck and visit the 
Country Storę across from the restau- 
rant. 

The Skyline was started by Richard 
and Joyce Hamilton as a breakfast 
nook and way station for drivers with 
overheated radiators, but has become a 
famous stop for lunch and dinner — 
and even espresso. However, its bread 
and butter remains such traditional 
farę as $9.95 fresh roast turkey platters 
for dinner, burger platters for lunch, 
and, especially, its great breakfasts. 
The Skyline complements its waffles 
and griddle calces with its own mapie 
syrup, country sausage, and maple- 
cured hams, and for the truły hearty 
appetite there's the $7.95 Skyline 
steak and eggs special. 

On the other hand, perhaps your 
idea of a perfect breakfast is the Ver- 
mont tradition of apple or blueberry 
pie and coffee. It's started many a day 
here, and all the pies are madę on the 
premises. Other Skyline seductions in- 
clude fresh doughnuts, warm Indian 
pudding with vanilla ice cream, deli- 
cious date-nut bread, and home-baked 
brownies. 

After you're done, step across the 
Street to the observation deck and take 
in Vermont's oddest museum, the col- 
lection of Luman Nelson, a taxider- 
mist who amassed a veritable Noah's 
Ark of New England birds and mam- 
mals, among them a lot of albino and 
otherwise freakish animals. 

Along with Vermont's three best- 
known high dining spots, there are 
also high inns, lodges and lunch spots, 
each with its own distinctive cuisine 



The Fire of Autumn. 

The Warmth of 

Basin Harbor. 

Enjoy the charm of a true Vermont 
country inn with all the amenities of 
a full-service resort. Gorgeous lakę 
and mountain views and Vermont- 
fresh cuisine await you. 

Room in a private country cottage, 
most with fireplaces, or one of two 
main guest houses. Feel the warmth 
of autumn, at Basin Harbor! 


BASIN HARBOR CLUB 

On Lakę Champlain,Vermont 

Owned and operated by the Beach family sińce 1886. 

Box MVL2 • Yergennes, VT 05491 
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Revolutionary • EASY TO USE! 

TRIMMER/MOWER/ 
BRUSHCUTTER 
ON WHEELS 

The DR TRIMMER/MOWER 

rolls "light as a feather" on two 
BIG WHEELS! 

TRIMS far easier, better, morę 
precisely than hand-held 
trimmers; MOWS everything 
from whole lawns (even wet!) 
to tough, waist-high 
growth with ease! 

CUTS BRUSH and 
saplings up to 5" 
thick with 
optional blade 
shown below. 


"I have never used a brushcutter myself as easy 
and efficient as this combination. And believe me, 
being in the business, l've tried them all!" 

- Jack Walden, President, Saw-Tech Industries 


Perfect for 
ALL mowing 
and trimming 
around smaller 
properties, vacation 
homes, etc... finish 
up mowing and trim 
ming after riding 
mowers on larger 
parcels... clearing 
and rough-area 
maintenance 
everywhere. 
Easy for anyone to use! 

"Tbu. FRff 

l(8oo)q04-87<46 

Fłease mail coupon below for FREE 
DETAILS about the Revolutionary 
_ i?R®_ XęjMMJĘR/M.QW_ĘR! 

YES! Please rush complete free details of the Revolutionary DR i 
TRIMMER/MOWER including prices and specifications of j 
Manuał, Electric-Starting and Professional Models, and "Off-j 
Season" Savings now in effect. There’s no obligation. 

Name___ 

VTL 

Address____ 

City_ 


. State _ 


_ Zip. 


To: COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS , Depi 718 

Ferry Road. Box 89, Charlotte, VT Co445_, 


AUTUMN 1995 *21 


,01995 CHP.Inc. 


















































INNS & OUTINGS 


Dining & Lodging Guide 


and views. Most have high-sounding 
names, such as the Juniper Hill Inn in 
Windsor, the Cooper Hill Inn in Dover, 
and Mountain Top Inn in Chittenden. 
But there's also the Trapp Family 
Lodge's Austrian Tea Room, which 
serves lunch high on a hill overlooking 
the Worcester Rangę. And there's the 
18-room Autumn Crest Inn in 
Williamstown, which — at 1,800 feet 
— serves up a uniąue view of farms, 
mountains and a distant granite 
ąuarry, along with fine Continental 
cuisine with an American flair. 

Mountain Top Inn is located at 
2,000 feet on a 1,300-acre estate above 
beautiful Chittenden Reservoir. A fuli 
resort with 35 rooms, cottages and nu- 
merous outdoor activities, it has a big- 
windowed downstairs dining room 
that looks out on a 2,800-foot moun¬ 
tain ridgeline, capped by 3,341-foot 
Mount Carmel. Specialties include 
baked chicken breast with sausage, ap- 
ple and Vermont cheddar cheese stuff- 
ing, but there are a dozen other entrees 
including poached salmon, filet 
mignon, rack of lamb, and pasta. 

Cooper Hill Inn is on a ąuiet coun¬ 
try lane in the Southern Vermont town 
of Dover. At 2,400 feet, this simple, 
homey inn has 10 cozy rooms, and is 
surrounded by immense open fields 
that slope away to a breathtaking 
panorama to the east, and a view of 
nearby Mount Snów to the west. Its 
gardens and large covered porch make 
perfect summer and fali vantage 
points. Innkeepers Pat and Marilyn 
Hunt serve up homestyle dinners for 
their guests featuring home-grown gar¬ 
den vegetables, and great breakfasts 
with treats such as homemade rasp- 
berry cream-cheese coffee calce. 

Juniper Hill Inn is a spectacular 28- 
room colonial revival mansion on an 
airy, 800-foot perch that overlooks 
Windsor, birthplace of Vermont. Trees 
partially obscure the outside views of 
nearby Mount Ascutney and the valley 
below, but the inn itself is something 
to see. 

Railroad magnate Maxwell Everts 
built this Gilded Age home on aptly 
named Paradise Hill in 1901. Inside are 
spacious oak-paneled rooms, high ceil- 
ings, 13 fireplaces, and a 1,200-sąuare- 
foot "great hall" with Palladian Win¬ 
dows. 

(Continued on page 25) 



THE RELUCTANT PANTHER 
INN AND RESTAURANT 

on West Road - offRt. 7A, 

Manchester Village, VT 05254-0678 
Selected By The “Discerning Traveller” 
As a 1993 Romantic Hideaway 

Just imagine.. .an enchanting Vermont village.. .your intimate, 
individually decorated guest-room with wood fireplace.. .or a 
double jacuzzi suitę with two fireplaces... memorable dining 
experiences... great winelist... fabulous portwine selection... 
with so much or so little to do as you wish! Cali today 1-800-822- 
2331. Maye and Robert Bachofen, Innkeepers. 

“Country Hospitality For The Sophisticated Traveller” 
Circle Reader Service Number 217 


Lodging and dining in the casual degance of an 
otd Victorian setting. Pine European and American 
cuisine. ‘Piano Entertainment Pri & Sat. 
Individua[[y decorated Victorian rooms. 

'Breaffast induded. 



5 miles west on Rte. 121 
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Misfr&ls 

at Pott Qate 


P\rench Ctassic Cuisine in 
an inńmate ńverside setting 

for %eservations (802) 362-1779 
Tb (C Qate H(pac( 
Manchester Center, Vermont 
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EVERYTHING YOU DREAMED 
A COUNTRY LODGE SHOULD BE 

Rooms with Fireplaces • Private Cabins 
Family Suites • Cozy Pub 

Seruing the Best Yankee Cuisine in New England. 

Peru, Vermont 05152 
1-800-424-CSAW 


I£ 





Southern Yermont: 


MANCHESTER 

The INN at Willow Pond. Four Season Resort. 
Conference Center and Executive Retreat. Situ- 
ated on 20 scenie acres with panoramie moun¬ 
tain views that provide a refreshing setting for 
relaxation or creative thinking. Central to area 
attractions. A country inn with all-suite accom- 
modations. Vermont marble baths. Saunas. Fit¬ 
ness room. Fireplaces. Fine dining in restored 
1770 farmhouse. Authentic Northern Italian 
cuisine. Largest selection of fine Italian wines 
in Vermont. Route 7A, Manchester, VT 05254. 
Reservations, cali (802) 362-4733 or (800) 533- 
3533. 


MistraPs. Located in the elegantly refurbished 
Toll Gate Lodge, MistraPs offers exquisite 
French cuisine to the traveler looking for ro¬ 
mance along with fine food & winę. Savor such 
house specialties as Chateaubriand for two, 

Veal Medallions, or Salmon Cannelloni. Reser- 
vations are necessary. Fully licensed. Ali major 
credit cards. Route 11 & 30, Manchester, VT 
05254. (802) 362-1779. 

The Reluctant Panther Inn and Restaurant. Se¬ 
lected by the “THE DISCERNING TRAV- 
ELLER” as a 1993 Romantic Hideaway! Imag¬ 
ine your intimate, individually decorated guest- 
room with goose down comforter, fireplace, 
fully air-conditioned.. .or a double jacuzzi suitę 
with two fireplaces...memorable dining experi- 
ences...great winę list...vintage port winę se¬ 
lection. Box 678. West Road, Manchester, VT 
05254. (800) 822-2331. 

PERU 

Johnny Seesaw’s. Elegantly rustic log lodge of- 
fering paneled guest rooms, family suites & 
two-bedroom cabins with living room & fire¬ 
place. Magnificent country cuisine & winę list. 
Pets permitted. On Bromley Mountain 400 
yards from lifts and minutes to Stratton Moun¬ 
tain and cross country skiing. Bromley Moun¬ 
tain, Peru, VT 05152. (800) 424-CSAW. 

SAXT()NS RIVER 

Inn at Saxtons River. Lodging and dining in the 
casual elegance of an old Victorian setting. 

Fine European and American cuisine. Piano en- 
tertainment Friday and Saturday. Individually 
decorated Victorian rooms. Breakfast included. 
Exit 5 off 1-91,5 miles west on Route 121 in 
Saxtons River. Box 448, Saxtons River, VT 
05154. (802) 869-2110. 

WILMINGTON 

TraiPs End, A Country Inn. Isn’t it time you ex- 
perienced the wonder of Vermont...the fra- 
grance of wildflowers...Alpine meadows...the 
wind in the trees...moonlit walks...the sound 
of a rushing brook? Come and revive your 
senses at an inn where a warm welcome always 
awaits you. Vermont makes it special and we 
make it memorable! AB & BA inspected and 
rated A+ Excellent. Smith Road, Wilmington, 
VT 05356. (802) 464-2727; (800) 859-2585. 


W Central Yermont: 

BRISTOL 

Mary’s at Baldwin Creek. “One of the most in- 
spired dining experiences in the State.” [FodoFs 
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New England 1994.] Chef owned/operated. 
Reservations. Now in an historie farmhouse 
three miles north of Bristol at junction of 
Routes 17 and 116. On-site catering, cozy 
B&B, glorious rural setting. VISA/MC/Amex. 

for dining only. Route 116, P.O. Box 312, 
Bristol, VT 05443. (802) 453-2432. 

CHESTER 

Rosę Arbour Tea Room and Gift Shop. REST 
in inviting rooms with country accents. RELAX 
in our cozy sitting room with a good book or a 
friendly conversation. RISE to start your day 
with a delicious Rosę Arbour breakfast and 
then RETURN at days end to a gamę of croąuet 
and our extraordinary afternoon tea service. 
School & Canal Streets, Chester, VT 05143. 
(802) 875-4767. 

CHITTENDEN 

West Road Farmhouse. Warm, spacious 1800s 
farmhouse on 85 acres. Country kitchen, dining 
room, living room, den. Four bedrooms, two 
baths, garage. Fully fumished. Nestled in dairy 
and orchard country by meandering trout brook. 
Serene views. Convenient to Killington & Mid- 
dlebury. Sleeps 6-8. $675 week. Seasonal, 
monthly rates available, P.O. Box 57, Chitten- 
den, VT 05737. (802) 483-2991. 

KILLINGTON 

Red Clover Inn. Idyllic mountain setting on 13 
acres — this 1840’s inn offers sumptuous 
breakfasts, majestic views, exceptional can- 
dlelit cuisine, 12 enticing rooms with hand- 
made quilts, antiques, private baths, some 
whirlpools...blazing fires. Warnith and hospi- 
tality. Hike, bike, browse, swim, relax. AAA 
♦♦♦. Color brochure. Mid-week specials. 
Woodward Road, Mendon, VT 05701. (802) 
775-2290 or (800) 752-0571. 

MIDDLEBURY 

Waybury Inn. Step back in time and experience 
the charm of an authentic stagecoach inn. 
Known to many as Bob Newhart’s Stratford 
Inn, the Waybury offers comfortable lodging, a 
cozy pub and fine country farę. Just minutes 
away from Middlebury which offers shopping, 
sightseeing and many cultural and community 
events. Route 125, East Middlebury, VT 05740. 
(800) 348-1810. 

QUECHEE 

Country Garden Inn. Built in 1818, elegantly 
decorated. Fuli breakfast, all private baths. 

Walk to gourmet dining, shopping. Privileges at 
the private Quechee Resort. Two championship 
golf courses, tennis, health club, pools, fishing. 
Atrium Tea Room serving rare teas and fine 
desserts Wed.-Sat. 2 p.m.-4 p.m. by reservation. 
37 Main St., Box 404, Quechee. VT 05059. 
(800) 859-4191. 

SPRINGFIELD 

Hartness House offers the elegance of a country 
estate, the romance and intrigue of a historie 
observatory, and the warmth of fine Vermont 
hospitality. Choose from ten charming rooms in 
main house or a modern room in annex. Okemo 
& Ascutney ski areas nearby. 30 Orchard 
Street, Springfield, VT 05156. (802) 885-2115. 


Northern Yermont: 


JEFFERSONVILLE 

Smugglers’ Notch Inn. Escape to the quiet side 


HERE ARE A FEW 
MORĘ REASONS TO 
VISIT VERMONT. 

All - Suitę Accommodations 
Large Vermont Marble Baths 
Fireplace Suites with Balconies 
Handmade Quilts and Comforters 
Breathtaking Mountain Views 
1770’s Farmhouse Restaurant 
Authentic Northern Italian Cuisine 
Seasonal Packages Available 


The INN at Willow Pond 

LODGING - RESTAURANT - CONFERENCE CENTER 
Historie Route 7A North, Manchester, VT 05255 

(800) 533-3533 or (802) 362-4733 
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B&B c. 1819. Quechee, VT. Elegant decor. 
Fuli breakfast. All private baths. Walk to 
gourmet dining, shopping. Privileges at the 
private Quechee Resort. Downhill/X-C ski- 
ing, two championship golf courses, tennis, 
health club, pools, fishing, hiking, hay/Sleigh 
rides. V* hr. to Killington. 800 - 859-4191 
37 Main Street • Box 404 • Quechee, VT 05059 



Enjoy thegentility and gracious 
elegance ofa historie country estate. 

(802) 885-2115 


30 Orchard St., Springfield, Vt 05156 


Circle Reader Service Number 202 


Circle Reader Service Number 227 




y^co^iwiłlng Inn 
3xri\dt>\ 13 acreó in -fhe 
beautiful brejon moorrfoins 


£/ceę tlona! farę, 
piciUreóqo& mountain View6 
and warm boepi+aii-f^... come -for 
an exfex)ded v\o& or ju^f for dinner. 

GUoodward Rd- mendon Vf. oSio\ » 602-775-2290 -800-7^0571 J 
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Austria for a life of freedom 
in America, they could have 
built a new home anywhere. 
They chose this special 
mountain in Vermont. 
From the magnificent alpine 
grandeur to autumn’s colorful 
palette, every member of the 
family discovered something 
remarkable here. 
Whether you visit with us 
for a few hours or a few weeks, 
you will too. 

Please cali for reservations. 

800 - 826-7000 

A little of Austria , a lot ofVermont. 
Stowe, Vermont 05672 
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SmUGGLERS’ NOTCH INN 

Country dining and lodging in an authentic village setting. 



CHURCH ST., P.O. B0X 280 (802) 644-2412 ph/fax 

JEFFERSONYILLE, VT 05464 _ (800) 845-3101 
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THE 

_SIRLOIN_ 



FINE DINING 

-—i EST. 1963 ~ 

"Serving You Steak, Seafood 
& Smiles" 

Shelburne 985-2200, Route 7 
Rutland 773-7900, Route 7 
Manchester 362-2600, Routes 11 & 30 
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The Newhart show madę us famous. 

But, it’s the way we welcome our guests 
that you will always remember. Cordial 
pub, cozy rooms and fine country farę. 

4 WAYBURY INN ¥ 

Route 125, E. Middlcbuiy, VT 05740 1-800-348-1810 • 802-388-4015 
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The Barberry House 

Bed & Breakfast 


70 Saint Gaudens Road • Comish, NH 03745 
(603) 675-2802 


Lovely colonial home and magnificent 
gardens. Spacious fireplaced common rooms - ideał for 
mini-reunions and weddings. 3 miles to historie Windsor, 
Yermont. 
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Do es your address change seasonally? 



YES! Yermont Life can send your 
subscription to seasonal addresses, 
but, PLEASE NOTĘ : We must 
receive your instructions by 
April lst to afTect the Summer issue 
July lst to afTect the Autumn issue 
October lst to afTect the Winter issue 
January lst to afTect the Spring issue 

Please include BOTH your current and 
new address and tell us which issues go to each. 

Yermont Life , 6 Baldwin St., Montpelier, VT 05602 


of Mt. Mansfield to our wami, friendly, 11- 
room country inn. Enjoy our lounge, fuli restau- 
rant, pool, and hot tub. Shop our quaint village 
for unusual gifts. Canoe, bike, fish, golf, or 
horseback ride within minutes. Church St., P.O. 
Box 280, Jeffersonville, VT 05464. (800) 845- 
3101; (802) 644-2412. 

SHELBURNE 

Sirloin Saloon. “Serving You Steak, Seafood & 
Smiles”™. Since 1963, we’ve built our reputa- 
tion on quality, consistency, service and value. 
Designed around Western themes, The Sirloin 
Saloons are full-service dinner houses, serving 
traditional American Cuisine — hot, sizzling 
steaks, ocean fresh seafood, steamed lobster, 
grilled chicken, elaborate salad bar. Great kids 
menu, credit cards, reservations accepted. Rte. 

7, Shelburne, (802) 985-2200; Rte. 7, Rutland, 
(802) 773-7900; and Rtes. 11&30, Manchester, 
(802) 362-2600. 

STOWE 

Brass Lantern Inn. Award-winning B&B inn. 
Restored 1810 farmhouse. Romance abounds... 
“one of the most intimate inns in ski coun¬ 
try...” says Ski Magazine. “...each guest room 
holds something special... a fireplace, a 
Whirlpool, canopy bed... that hint of romantic 
encounters...” says Best Places to Kiss in New 
England. Non-smoking, antiques, mountain 
views. AAA ♦♦♦. 717 Mapie St., Stowe, VT 
05672. (800) 729-2980. 

Fitch Hill Inn. Restored, historie (c. 1794), 
friendly, elegant with spectacular views of sur- 
rounding mountains: antique furnishings, 
planked floors, fireplace, video library, 3 com¬ 
mon rooms. Intimate/spacious. Private/shared 
baths. Fuli breakfast. Dinner available. Special 
rates/packages. AAA rated. 9 miles north of 
Stowe, off Route 100. Non-smoking. 
MC/VISA/AMEX. R.F.D. 1, Box 1879, Hyde 
Park, VT 05655. (800) 639-2903; (802) 888- 
3834. 

Trapp Family Lodge. a little of Austria, a lot of 
Vermont. Year 'round vacation favorite. Stroił 
our meadows, hike or ski our trails, relax in our 
fitness center or fireplaced living areas. Shop in 
nearby Stowe. International cuisine with live 
musie nightly in lounge and dining room. Out- 
fits for any activity in our Sports Center. Cali 
for reservations or information. (800) 826- 
7000. 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 

Pauline’s Cafe and Restaurant. The Cafe down- 
stairs and fine dining room upstairs have set a 
high standard of creative cuisine for over fifteen 
years; hand-crafted meals served with courte- 
ous attention. Your complete satisfaction is our 
goal. Lunch, dinner, brunch. Dessert, Dessert, 
Dessert. Seven days, reservations welcome. 

1834 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, VT 05401. 
(802) 862-1081. 


Nearby: 


CORNISH, NH 

The Barberry House. Built in 1795, the House 
was elegantly restored in 1990. Located in a 
rural setting but only 3 miles from Windsor, 

VT, 20 minutes from Woodstock, VT and a five 
minutę walk to St. Gaudens National Historie 
Site. Fuli breakfast. 70 St. Gaudens Rd., Cor- 
nish, NH 03745. (603) 675-2802. 




























INNS & OUTINGS 

Continued from page 22 


Innkeepers Suzanne and Robert 
Pearl run this romantic piece of par- 
adise, listed on the National Register 
of Historie Places. Like the Pearls 
themselves, it's informal and unstuffy. 

If you dine here, be surę to come 
early to relax on the Adirondaclc chairs 
on the patio, imagining yourself the 
lord of the manor. Better yet, stay for a 
few days — and pretend you own the 
place. 

1 Irtute Cuisine 

Equinox Mountain Inn, Manchester. 

Dinner, May-October, 5:30-9 p.m. Col- 
lared shirts reąuested, reservations rec- 
ommended, (802) 362-1113, (800) 868- 
6843. 

The Cliff House, Stowe. Reservations 
reąuired, open fali foliage through Win¬ 
ter, from 5:30-9 p.m. and for lunch dur- 
ing the ski season, (802) 253-3000. 

The Skyline Restaurant, Marlboro. 
Open year-round 7:30 a.m.-9 p.m. (ex- 
cept 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Mon. and Tues. in 
winter), (802) 464-5535. 

Juniper Hill Inn, Windsor, serves din¬ 
ner to outside guests Wednesday-Sun- 
day, reservations reąuired; room rates 
are $85-140 per room for two with 
breakfast included; open year-round, ex- 
cept April, (802) 674-5273. 

The Trapp Family Lodge Austrian 
Tea Room, Stowe, is open year-round, 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. for lunch, pastries, 
coffee and tea, (802) 253-8511. 

Mountain Top Inn, Chittenden, is 
open year-round for lunch 12-2 p.m. and 
dinner 6-8 p.m.; lunch $5-$ 15, dinner 
entrees $15-$25, reservations reąuired; 
rooms rangę from $98-$300, double oc- 
cupancy, (802) 483-2311 for dining and 
other information, (800) 445-2100 for 
room reservations. 

Cooper Hill Inn, Dover, is open year- 
round and serves meals to guests only. 
Rates are $40 per person, B & B, double 
occupancy, or $100 per person for a two- 
day weekend with one dinner and two 
breakfasts, (802) 348-6333. 

Autumn Crest Inn, Williamstown, is 
open year-round and serves dinner to 
outside guests Wednesday-Saturday, 6- 
8:30 p.m., reservations reąuested. En¬ 
trees rangę from $16-$23. Room rates 
are $98-$148 per room, double occu¬ 
pancy, including breakfast, (802) 433- 
6627. 

Freelance writer Andrew L. Nemethy is 
the author of Travel Vermont, Vermont 
Life's travel guide. 
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A N 0 0 S U C MILLS 

AND MAKERS OF FINE HARDWOOD FURNITURE 

Storę Locations: Hanover, Nashua & Concord, NH 
Cambridge, MA; SoHo, NYC; Burlington, VT 
West Hartford & Westport, CT 
Factory in East Thetford, VT. Tours Available. 

_Catalog, prices & order info cali 800-841-6671 
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A Cheerful Fire & 
A Warm Home... 



There is almost nothing as delightful as a 
crackling fire, or as comfortable as the 
soothing warmth of soapstone. Soapstone is 
nature's most beautiful, durable. and efficient 
stove materiał. It absorbs twice as much heat 
as metal, and radiates steady warmth, even 
after the fire has died. 

Woodstock Soapstone Stoves offer both 
traditional and contemporary styling, and the 
latest in clean-burning technology. An 
internal catalytic combustor boosts heat 
output and virtually eliminates pollution. 

Our financing plan makes it easy to own 
a soapstone stove at Iow monthly terms. 
Send for free catalog, or cali 
800-866-4344 for free catalog & video. 


FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Name_ 


Address_ 

Ci ty/State/Zip_ 

Phone (daytime) (_)_ 

Phone (evening) (_)_ 

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc. 

66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 404, W, Lebanon, NH 03784 


FREE CATALOG & VIDEO 1-800-866-4344 serv!ce! 
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The action in the pulling 
shed at Tunbridge Fair 
goes all day and into the 
night. Every September, 
Rob and Esther Allen, 
above right, make surę 
things run smoothly. 


At Tunbridge, 

The competition is Real, 
And The Fans 
Know it 



M y car radio plays an- 
other country song 
about memories as I 
roli through Chelsea, 
enroute to the 127th Tunbridge 
Fair, my head filled with thoughts 
of Tunbridge World's Fairs past. 

This is the 35th consecutive year 

Fve attended, if I may be forgiven the year I missed during my Army hitch. Fm 
thinking of old fairs and old friends and relatives, some long departed. I recall 
the night all heli broke loose when lads I knew cut the ropes on the girlie show 
tent. One night, Freddie from Bridgewater climbed 100 feet to the top of the ac- 
robats' pole and wouldn't come down. There was the night my daughter won a 
big stuffed toy, all by herself, and didn't stop smiling for about a week. There 
were the fellows who, year upon year, parked their piclcup in the north lot and 
lip-synced to country songs, played at a thousand decibels, until they fell down 
or went to sleep. I remember standing in the doorway of the old Dreamland 
dance hall and watching my parents "Waltz Across Texas." Best of all, I recall 
hour upon hour around the pulling pit and the country musie that was the 
voice of Wayne Allen, for 40 years the voice of Tunbridge Fair. 

Wayne was a childhood friend of my mother's and I got to know him in later 
years, sometimes sharing his announcing booth. He knew horse, ox and pony 
pulling as well as any man ever did. Once I wrote that his voice had "a deep 
touch of winter, a hint of a cow's moo, an essence of wood smoke. Wayne 
liked that. He died two-and-one-half years ago of cancer and I have found, to 
my considerable surprise, that Tunbridge Fair has gone on without him. The 
pulling has continued, with Wayne's nephew Robert Allen, and Robert's wife, 
Esther, presiding. 

This mid-September Thursday morning, with a touch of autumn color on the 
hillsides, I approach Tunbridge from the north. Just above the village, the 
White River's First Branch drops to swing west in a wide loop to make room, 
barely, for the village and the fairgrounds. The white clapboard complex, with 
rides, tents and booths interspersed, is suddenly in view. It is Tunbridge Fair 
come 'round again. 


By Howard Coffin 
Photographed by Glenn Russell 














V\o+ AppL, 


Rob Allen weighs Richard 
Bestonbostel's team 
before the competition. 
Right, outside the ox barn , 
the undeniable trnth: 
Rick Allen's ox is a 
big, big animal. 


I park my rented camper by the fair 
office. HI live in the camper for the 
fair's four-day run, fulfilling a long- 
held dream of doing the Tunbridge 
Fair full-time. I walk the midway, and 
immediately see familiar faces as I 
pass the booths and food stands and 
breathe the perfume of sawdust, 
sausage and onions and fried dough, all 
tempered with fresh air. I loop over to 
Floral Hall, to the cattle barns. A 
young man is watering his show-clean 
cow in the First Branch, by the foot- 
bridge. Back down the midway and up 
the hill I hear an old song played by pi¬ 
ano and fiddle as the Ed Larkin 


Dancers strut their stuff for a gather- 
ing crowd. 

I find Rob and Esther Allen in the 
announcing booth among the pulling 
shed rafters, running the pony puli. 
Rob, soft-spoken and graying, is a man¬ 
ager in a machinę tool plant. He's the 
son of Wayne Allen's brother Rolfe, 
and was nine years old when given his 
first team, a pair of week-old calves. 
He grew up with fairs, going to Tun¬ 
bridge, Cornish, Rutland, and Hart- 
land. Wayne would announce while 
Rolfe and Max Boynton handled the 
pit and Rob helped out. He has at- 
tended Tunbridge Fairs for 40 years. 
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He used to enter teams in the ox pulls 
and, Esther says, went undefeated one 
year in the free-for-all class — the big 
class. He still owns a team, which he 
keeps at her father's farm in Spring- 
field. Esther, blonde and outgoing, 
grew up there, doing chores before and 
after school. She is now a materiał 
planner in a machinę shop. She keeps 
the records during the puli, sitting 
side-by-side with Rob. They live in the 
Windsor County town of Reading. 

How has pulling changed in four 
decades? "You used to have working 
teams/' Rob says, "teams that worked 
every day on the farm. Now it's a sport; 


they don't puli unless they're being 
trained or in competition." Of late, 
some rather big money has come into 
the sport. Allen says he lcnows of ox 
teams that have sold for $ 10 , 000 , horse 
teams for morę. Pulling has become an 
expensive rural hobby, and with top 
prizes at Tunbridge less than $100, 
winnings do little to cover expenses. 

The Allens say they've especially 
enjoyed running the 
pulls at Tunbridge 
Fair. "People here 
know the sport," says 
Rob, "know when to 
cheer and when not 
to. They're apprecia- 
tive. I've seen it when 
somebody will holler 
at the wrong time and 
stop a team dead. 

Doesn't happen here." 

There are at Tun¬ 
bridge a good many 
people who still live 
on farms. I've always 
thought I could spot 
them, those over 50 at 
least, by the lines and 
weathering in their 
faces — from worries, 
laughter, plenty of hard work and fresh 
air. There are no frills about them, just 
common-sense working people enjoy- 
ing a hard-earned holiday before Win¬ 
ter. 

This Thursday, the ponieś are com- 
peting in the pulling ring, getting the 
standard five minutes and three tries 
to drag a load of cement blocks six feet 
in one puli. Each team that succeeds 
moves on to try a heavier weight. At 
one point a pair brealcs loose after a 
missed hitch and rampages through 
waiting teams and drivers. Nobody is 
seriously hurt. Next day, Rob has a 
length of snów fence erected to sepa- 
rate the pulling team from those wait¬ 
ing their turns. 

This evening, I'm on the race tracie, 
in front of the grandstand, for the ox 
distance puli. Teamsters drive their 
animals as far as they can in five min¬ 
utes, pulling a modest load of cement 
up and down a 125-foot stretch of dirt 
track. An autumn chill has settled in 
the valley and the oxen strain and 
froth, their breath visible in the flood- 
lights. Wayne Allen once confided that 
he didn't much care for distance 
pulling: "Puts too much of a strain on 
them." 

Tonight the winners drag their load 
425 feet. Rob later says that on a rainy 


night several years ago, with the track 
tumed to mud and the load sliding eas- 
ily, one team pulled 720 feet: "I finally 
said, 'Don't you thinlc that's far 
enough?' " 

Friday dawns cool and rainy for the 
8 a.m. horse puli weigh-in. The teams 
come from the barns at a leisurely 
pace to thud onto the wooden scalę 
platform, their owners hoping the ani¬ 


mals come in just under the weight 
limit for their desired pulling class. 

At midmorning in the announcing 
booth, before the horse puli, yester- 
day's runaway is being discussed. Es¬ 
ther recalls a man once getting caught 
between the cement-block-loaded sled 
and an ornery team, but she added, 
"It's a safe sport for people who know 
what they're doing." 

We talk of a subject that's long 
dogged pulling — cruelty to animals. I 
notę that in recent years I've seen less 
use of whips and goads. There are new 
rules, Rob says, that allow only one 
swat to start a team. Ponieś may be hit 
with hats and hands only, horses with 
light reins from the taił down - 
sidearm motion only. Goad or whip 
can be used only lightly on the oxen. 
Allen occasionally leaves the booth to 
talk ąuietly with a driver who's close 
to yiolating the rules. "A man told me 
years ago, 'always meet a man face-to- 
face,' " he says. It usually worlcs, 
though sometimes he uses his micro- 
phone for a sterner warning. 

I recall that a driver once told me, "I 
feed, shelter and care for those ani¬ 
mals. They're going to do as I say." 

Outside the fast-filling shed, I hear 
two elderly ladies: 

"What time's the puli?" 
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"Ten 0 'clock SHARP." 

"Fil be THAR." 

Rob Allen begins each puli with 
an announcement: "Gentlemen, 
you lcnow the rules, you know the 
routine. Let's have a good puli." 

Competition lasts through the 
day and into the night, all of it be- 
fore paclced bleachers. After sup- 
per, it's time for the free-for-all, in 
which all weight classes can com- 
pete. It's a soft night, a light mist 
occasionally in the air. After three 
hours of pulling, it's down to two 
teams with the load at 12,500 
pounds. A New Hampshire team 
strains to draw 38 and one-half 
inches in three tries. So it's down 
to a handsome pair of horses 
owned and driven by Dale Mitchell 
of Lyndonville, who can win with 
a puli of 39 inches. The crowd is 
hushed as from out of the night at 
the shed's west end comes the big 
Mitchell team, powerful, prancing 
and wild-eyed. The load barely 
moves the first puli and there's a 
groan from the crowd for the Ver- 
monter. Mitchell has trouble 
hitching his team to the pulling 
boat. Time ticks away. Not far 
short of the five-minute limit, ring 
finally slides over hook and, as if 
the ghost of old Ethan himself 
were giving a shove, the load is 
drawn the fuli six feet. The home 
team wins, the blue ribbon will re- 
side west of the Connecticut River. 

• 

Saturday, ox-pulling day, comes 
in warm and muggy, threatening 
rain. An elderly man by the pulling 
ring says, "HI take three morę 
months of this, then it can snów. I 
like to wadę in snów, about this 
deep." He holds his fingers about 
two inches apart. 

The midway is paclced by noon, 
as is the pulling shed all day, and 
they're standing about five deep at 
the open ends for the evening free- 
for-all with 12 big teams in compe¬ 
tition. 

Rob Allen runs things much as 
did his uncle, spare with words, 
the essential information only. 

As a team enters, he announces: 
"Here they are, owned by Leon Blalce 
of Fairlee, 11,000 on the boat, Mr. 
Blake driving." 

The successful drawing of a load 
will bring a soft-spoken, "OK," or, 
"looks like a good one to me, OK," or 
sometimes the linę madę famous by 
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How to watch 
Pulling at Tunbridge 

The 1995 Tunbridge World's Fair will be 
held September 14-17. The pulling events 
begin at 10 a.m. Thursday through Satur¬ 
day. All pulls, except the distance puli, take 
place in the big white shed in the race track 
infield. Admission is free. The shed holds 
about 600 and the seats are usually filled, so 
it's a good idea to arrive about 20 minutes 
before each event. The good spots are talcen 
early, but there's standing room at each end, 
and seats open up throughout the day. So 
find a good place to stand, and watch for a 
vacancy. 

On Thursday, pony pulling ends by late 
aftemoon, in time for the 6 p.m. start of the 
ox distance puli, in front of the main grand- 
stand. On Friday, horse pulling runs all day. 
After a supper break comes the free-for-all 
horse puli, when the big pairs compete. 
Oxen pulling runs all day Saturday, with a 
break at noon for the fair paradę. The free- 
for-all is in the evening. 

Robert Allen, assisted by Esther Allen, 
will preside at all the events. Watch closely 
and listen to the Allens and to those around 
you. Seldom do morę people who know 
pulling gather in one place. 

• 

Tunbridge Fairgrounds is in the central 
Vermont village of Tunbridge on Route 110, 
north of South Royalton and south of 
Chelsea. For information about the fair, 

" (802) 889-5555. 



Wayne Allen: "OK and all the way." 

When all teams have had a go at a 
certain weight, Allen tells the pit 
crew, "We gotta load, boys." 

It's all that's needed, and the pulling 
proceeds smoothly, this night beyond 
three hours. The load builds to 11,000 


pounds with seven teams still in. 
Allen turns from the microphone 
to say, "That pit's so hard, sucking 
moisture from the air, they're go- 
ing to draw another 2,000 
pounds." 

He adds, "This is the kind of pit 
stories are madę from: 'Drew 
13,000 up at Tunbridge in '94. 7 " 

At one point Allen tells a driver 
who's just pulled the load six feet, 
"You've got to take that over." 

The driver whirls and hollers, 
"What'd I do?" 

Allen: "You can hit 'em just 
once." 

Still the load builds, reaching 
14,000 pounds after three and one 
half hours of pulling. "Kind of get- 
ting 'em loosened up," says a 
woman closely watching each 
puli. 

The Allens say this is the heavi- 
est load they've ever seen in the 
Tunbridge Fair pulling shed. A 
thousand people, maybe morę, are 
watching, cheering every success¬ 
ful puli or good try. Some holler, 
"Go! Go!" but Rob cautions that 
it sounds too much like "Whoa, 
whoa," and the "goes" are si- 
lenced. 

The load is up to 14,500 and 
now 15,000 pounds, standing 
higher than the big teams' back 
ends. Allen announces, "This is 
without a doubt the heaviest load 
we've had in this shed." 

The puli is now five minutes 
short of four hours, and down to 
two teams. One is owned and dri- 
ven by John Lahaye of Etna, New 
Hampshire, the other by Rick 
Allen of Chelsea. 

Allen (no relation to Rob) brings 
on his heavy and tired team, a Hol- 
stein and a Chianina. The crowd 
cheers the local boy as he ap- 
proaches the stone boat and its 
towering pile of concrete. 

"Owned and driven by Rick 
Allen of Chelsea," says Allen. It is 
the end of a long day, and the voice 
is tiring. In it I hear something fa- 
miliar, a husky sound morę like 
the uncle's than I've yet heard 
from the nephew. 

The first puli is Rick Allen's best, 49 
inches. The next brings only 27 inches; 
a tired team and a heavy load. Now 
John Lahaye needs 49 inches plus to 
take the blue ribbon back to New 
Hampshire. He brings on his Holstein 
and Brown Swiss animals. The arena is 











tense, ąuiet. On the first hitch, the 
load comes up just four inches short of 
Allen's best effort. The second puli 
produces just 13 and one-half inches. 
So it's down to one puli. Lahaye takes 
a long look at the load and brings his 
team around for the finał puli. They 
hitch easily. The great, but tired team 
strains; the stone boat goes only 22 
inches. Lahaye will settle for second 
place and the crowd cheers as a Ver- 
monter wins again. 

"This has been one of the better 
free-for-all classes we've seen here at 
Tunbridge for many years," Allen an- 
nounces. 'Td like to thank all those 
drivers for the way they handled these 
teams." Enough said. 

• 

For many folks, a Vermont summer 
officially ends when the midway lights 
come on Saturday night at Tunbridge 
Fair. It happened while I was watching 
the pulling, as a warm day turned to 
cool evening. In the ąuiet of an empty- 
ing shed, in the cold of a Yermont fali 


night, Rob Allen says, "They lcnow 
what's going on here. This is Tun¬ 
bridge Fair. This is a Vermont fair. 
These people came here to see 
pulling." 

Next morning dawns gleaming elear 
but chilly. As I head the camper to- 
ward home, the sheriff at the fair- 
ground gate says, "You always get the 
fuli run of weather at Tunbridge Fair." 

Now I lcnow that there can be Tun¬ 
bridge Fairs without Wayne Allen, par- 
ticularly with his nephew's voice be- 
ginning to talce on a touch of winter 
and the hint of a cow's moo. As I head 
up the valley, this last day of the 1994 
fair, wood smółce climbs straight up 
from the chimney of an ancient farm- 
house. Summer's gone, and winter's 
coming on, but so too is spring and an- 
other summer. Then it will be Tun¬ 
bridge Fair time, and I hope, once 
again, to be there. 

Writer Howard Coffin is best known for 
Fuli Duty, his 1994 history of Vermonters 
in the Civil War. 



The pulling tradition lives in the 
youngsters who are just learning it 
(like those above, yoking up at 
Tunbridge), and in the older 
enthusiasts like New Hampshire's 
Malcolm Gilman, top, who have 
done it all their lives. 


autu mn 1995 *31 








The^Saw 


Winnerofthe 1995 
Ralph Nading Hill 
Literary Prize 

S cudder H. Parker 
has written ser- 
mons as a Congre- 
gational minister and legisla- 
tion as a State senator from 
Caledonia County. He grew 
up on his family’s farm in 
Danville, and served as a 
minister in East St. Johns- 
bury and Lower Waterford 
from 1969-1990, and as a 
member of the Vermont 
Senate from 1980-1988. 

And ail the while he was 
also writing poetry, which 
until recently he regarded as 
solely a personal exercise. 

Fortunately, Parker was 
willing to share his poem 
“The Saw” in this year’s 
Ralph Nading Hill Literary 
Contest, which he won. 
Judges liked the poenfs 
precise imagery, the subtle 
experiences it expresses, 
and the specificity — tools, 
people, and the ways they 
interact — at its core. 

Parker is director of the en- 
ergy efficiency division of 
the State Department of 
Public Service. 

Vermont Life annually 
co-sponsors the Ralph Nad¬ 
ing Hill Literary Prize in co- 
operation with Green Moun- 
tain Power Corp. Manu- 
scripts for the 1996 contest 
should be sent to Stephen 
C. Terry at Green Mountain 
Power, 25 Green Mountain 
Power Drive, South Burling¬ 
ton, VT, 05403 by Novem- 
ber 24,1995. The winner 
receives $1,500. 


A day with a good taste hidden in it 

that your mouth keeps finding 

hour after hour... I remember 

them from childhood, 

like the opening of partridge season 

when I could stalk 

yellow-leaved apple trees 

after school, poised 

for the sweet thrummm 

of mottled birds exploding at my feet. 

Even Mrs. Edgerton grew lovely 

with llie waxing afternoon. 

The shotgun was waiting 
to cradle in my arm; I 
could feel its blue metal, 
smoli the oil on my hand. 

This moming, thirty-five 
years later, I took the blade 
from my Troy-Bilt 
chipper to the man 
with a plywood saw outside 
his house that announced 
he could sharpen anything. 

He took the nicked Steel, 

asking, “just one?” and 

clamped it on his almost 

new machinę. After he finished 

his Styrofoam cup of coffee 

and pronounced opinions about unions, 

Bush, Clinton and Leahy, 

he gave it back to me, gleaming, 

ready to cut. Ali day at the office 1 

felt the satisfaction of it. 

Ho w strange to feel the worki is good 
because a well-sharpened tool 
is waiting for you in the car. 

I remember, as I stood there 
watching the grinder 
lind the fire hidden in the Steel 
(the way the blade would later 
find the woodsparks 
in the limbs we fed it). thinking: 
wŁ This is the world men lived in 
in my childhood.” 

An o Id circular saw blade 
rested on a piece of 2 x 4, 
with a chronicie of file nicks 
in the gaps between its teeth. 

I remembered Hubert Simons 
and "the saw rig” he had madę 
from a Model T. 

One fali we cut eight cords 
of firewood in a day. 


I brought i he log lengths, 
my father held them on the tray 
and cut them like green beans 
against the living blade. Hubert caught 
and threw the stove-sized chunks 
until the truck bed filled. 

Night after night in my sleep, 

I could hear the blade’s scream, 
the whine and groan 
of the engine in its rhytlnn 
through the wood. I felt 
again how heavy I sat, 
unable to tell the difference 
between satisfaction and exhaustion. 
my mind empty with gloating, 
my hands resting in work s shape. 

A week passes before I put the blade 
back on the chipper. 

It waits, wTapped in an old T-shiit 
on the pantry shelf. 

I make it a ritual. greasing each bolt 
and nut, spraying the surfaces with oil. 

I start the almost wholly 

unnecessary machinę, 

which pmTS through spruce limbs 

and frost-darkened refuse 

from the garden, preparing a huge nest 

of compost to teem all winter 

with the memory of suinmer. 

It is what might be called work: 

I remember how it is to forget my body 
in the rush of what must be done. 

I li do it over in my sleep 

and come out to adrnire things tomorrow. 

Hubert always grew solenni with 
delight: my fadier pressed 
the point of his tongue against 
liis upper lip. They talked to each otlier 
like boys conspiring. 

When something needed tinkering, 

as it always did. I was sent 

for the "nine-inch crescent,” 

or the steel-handled screwdriver 

as their heads bent together 

arguing Solutions. No matter 

how serious they grew, I knew it was subversion 

by the ones who madę the rules. 

It was like sugaring, sweet freedom 

in disguise, a work they im ented 

in the middle of the work they had to do. 

1 brought them the tools they needed. 

W e got it running 

and in time the job was done. 
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Manchester, David Kutchukian 


popular T-shirt proclaims that Vermont is A State of Naturę/’ and to many newcomers that 
seems to be the whole truth — all those green mountains and green meadows make Vermont 
seem a place where naturę s beauty has sur- 
l vived in its purest possible State. 

But appearances aside, that s not really true. 

Vermont was very nearly in a State of naturę 
when the Rev. Nathan Perkins of Hartford, 

Connecticut, struggled through it in 1789, and 
he hated it with a passion. “Got lost twice in ye 
woods already,” the city-bred minister noted 
with grim horror in the diary he madę of his 
Vermont trip. “Heard ye horrible howling of ye 
wolves.” 

Vermont, wild and dangerous in its early 
years, was gradually domesticated and madę pastorał. Naturę — most of naturę anyway — was 
tamed and madę into rolling farmland, complete with barns, pastures, farmhouses, roads and vil- 
lages: pastorał Vermont. 

Today, it is that image that strikes a responsive chord in the traveler s breast and pleases Vermon- 

ters with the wisdom of their choice of domicile — even though 
only a tiny portion of us now live on farms. 

Vermont is not untamed wilderness any morę. Its a State of smali 
villages and compact cities surrounded by farms and forestland. 
Vermont happens to look beautiful today because it is a place 
where humanity and naturę have worked together for morę than 
two centuries. 

It is a middle ground, somewhere between nature-in-the-raw and 
the over-civilized life — naturę completely obliterated — too com- 
mon in much of America today. It is that juxtaposition of the hu- 
man environment and the natural environment that gives Vermont 
its sense of place. 

Despite the obvious scarring of parts of Vermonts rural land- 
scape and the fringes of some villages with suburban commercial 
blight, most of our State today stands in striking contrast to much 
of the rest of America. Vermont is still a place: beautiful, cogent, 
open and green. Its varied landscapes make logical as well as aes- 
thetic sense. 


North Calais, Alan L. Graham 


Weston, Kindra Clineff 
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SUGAR MAPLES, READING; WlLLIAM JOHNSON 
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East Peacham, Alan L. Graham 


Vcrmont remains fuli of beauty bccause it remains a genuinc place. Its 
landscape is a product of two centuries of unique history, tradition and 
experience. And as much of the rest of the urban and suburban North¬ 
east becomes homogenized by cars, franchise restaurants, hamburger 
palaces and shopping malls, Vermont will become morę and morę un- 
usual — and morę and morę sought after. 

Cultural tourism and ecotourism are the wave of the traveling futurę, 
and Vermont stands poiscd to prosper because of these new trends. Ver- 
monts green countryside, its smali villagcs, clean rivers and lakes are not 
only things of beauty — they are attractions to much of the rest of the Northeast. If we allow 
them to be destroyed or compromised, they can enhance nothing. But if we care for and preserve 
them, they can enhance our livcs and the lives of those visitors who come to be refreshed by them. 

Which is yet another strong economic reason to continue to protect and defend the invaluable 
natural and luiman resources Yermont now possesses. < ^O ri 



Newark, Tom Nar wid 
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PASSING 

the Saw 

By David Dobbs and Richard Ober 
Photographed by Richard Howard 


EDITOR S NOTĘ: This article is an excerpt łrom 
a new book, The Northern Forest, that examines the 
lives of people who live and work in the 26-million- 
acre Northern Forest — the great spruce-fir and 
hardwood expanse that covers much ot upstate New 
York. Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine. 

In the late 1980s, a national debate began over 
how to protect the region trom real estate develop- 
ment and overzealous timber han/esting. In 1990, 
authors Ober and Dobbs set out to meet some of the 
people — the loggers, mili workers. foresters, fish- 
ing guides and smali woodlot owners — who were 
most directly affected by this debate. They soon 
came to believe that the relationship between these 
people and the land was morę than a good way to 
tell the complex story of the Northern Forest — it 
was the story. 

Among those they met was a Vermont tree- 
farming family — Jim and Joan Moffatt, who are 
in their 50s. The Moffatts and their son, Steve, eam 


O n a winter day, Jim Moffatt, driving 
his skidder, tops a smali rise, brakes, 
kills the engine, and looks down the 
hill. Fifty yards down the slope, his 
son, Steve, is felling a mapie. Steve 7 s chainsaw 
whines; he stands as the tree begins to fali. 
There's a tearing sound as the crown pulls 
loose from the canopy, then an airy rush as the 
tree, a mapie almost two feet across and 60 feet 
tali, accelerates toward earth. It lands in the 
snów with a deadened thump. Then the woods 
are ąuiet. 

Jim, on his skidder, sighs and shakes his 
head. 

"I cross my fingers every time , 77 he says qui- 
etly. "You teach him everything you can, but 
what it comes down to is you just have to hope 
he never gets hurt. 7 ' 

The mapie lying at Steve's feet is one of sev- 
eral he and Jim are culling from the sugarbush 
this winter. With syrup prices down and wood 
prices up, theyTe taking advantage of this op- 
portunity to harvest profitably, selectively cut- 
ting some large trees such as this one to sell as 
sawlogs and smaller trees to sell as pulp. Jim 
has worked this sugarbush sińce he was a boy, 
and figures he 7 s been to each of these trees — 
tapping them, fetching buckets, tapping them 
again — hundreds of times. Now he and Steve 
are shutting down this part of the sugarbush, 
pulling out a mix of maturę and unpromising 
trees, making room for others morę promising 
to grow over the next few decades. This stand 
won't produce income for at least another 10 
years, Jim expects. He sighs, looks around. "I 


Jim Moffatt , center , his son , Steve, and wife, 
Joan , in Craftsbury. Their tree farm is part of 
the sprawling Northern Forest that stretcJies 
from the Adirondacks to Maine , but it's also 
hotne and livelihood to the Moffatts. 



don 7 t thinlc Fil cut another tree 
in here, anyway , 77 he says. 

With that he restarts the 
skidder and drives down the 
hill. Steve stands at the edge of 
the skidder road. He smiles up 
at his father. At 26, Steve is 
lean and strong. Though Jim 
wouldnT let him work a chain¬ 
saw until he was 15 ("you 7 ve 
got all your life to learn how to 
cut off your leg / 7 he told him), 
Steve began doing woods chores 
years before. He started off 
shoveling manure dropped by 
the woods horses they used to 
own, then stacked firewood for 
the woodstoves in the house. 
Then he started bucking logs 
into four-foot lengths, pruning 
and harvesting Christmas trees, 
tapping the maples in spring, 
and finally, felling trees. He has 
always worked hard, although 
he knows pleasures his father 
never did: He slcis, has fished in 
Alaska and hunted in 
Wyoming. 

When Steve went to the Uni- 
versity of Vermont to study 
plant and soil science, he 7 d re¬ 


and tapping maples on 700 acres in Craftsbury that 
Jim bought from his father in the 1960s. They do an 
exemplary job of managing their woods, often fore- 
going short-term profit to manage with a longer 
view. They work under pressures that few people 
outside the forest industry, including many well- 
meaning environmentalists, comprehend. This ex- 
cerpt follows the family through a year in the mid- 
1990s as they grapple with the difficulties of work- 
ing the land, and of passing the property on to 
Steve. 

Adapted with permission from The Northern For¬ 
est, by David Dobbs and Richard Dber, puhlished 
1995 by Chelsea Green Publishing Co.. White River 
Junction, Vermont 


turn summers and cut wood to 
sell for tuition money. After 
graduating, he worked as assis- 
tant arborist for the city of 
Burlington, an hour 7 s drive 
west. He liked the job, but lost 
it when budget cuts eliminated 
the position. He called Jim. Jim 
said, 7 / Well, you could always come back and 
sugar . 77 Now Steve works almost every day 
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with his father, testing the idea of taking over 
the farm in a few years. It's a lot for a young 
man to ponder: Seven hundred acres of maples 
and fir. A hundred thousand Christmas trees. 
Ten thousand maple-sugar taps. "And the free- 
dom," as Jim puts it, "to work as many hours 
as you can stand." 

Steve doesn't talk at length about his plans. 
"I could make as much or as little of this as I 
want," he says. "It would be fairly easy for one 
person to get by and make a living here. But if 
Tm married with a family it will have to be a 
Urjl .. lot morę involved, unless she has a tremen- 

Jlw Moffatts dous job. Either way, Tli probably have to do 

irork hord — less than we ' re doing now " 


harder than most 
Americans — with - 
out the securities 
and benefits 
many • of us en jor. 
No pensions , no 
paid racations, no 
benefits , no sick 
days. ^ 


The Moffatts work hard — harder than most 
Americans — without the securities and bene¬ 
fits many of us enjoy. No pensions, no paid va- 
cations, no benefits, no sick days. If one of 
them gets hurt, the whole thing begins to un- 
ravel. This was brought home vividly last Win¬ 
ter, when Jim tore a muscle in his right shoul- 
der while unloading a tree from a truck. The 
injury sharpened the family's awareness that 
Jim, 57, has a limited number of years in which 
heli be able to work this hard. 

"The basie problem," says Jim over lunch 
with Joan one day, "is to work out a plan where 
Joan and I can be financially secure in retire- 
ment, and yet not burden Steve with some- 
thing he can't handle, and maintain a relatively 
pleasant lifestyle. I went through some awfully 
difficult years here, and I wouldnl wish that 
on him." 

Joan says, "We worry how to make it work 
so we can all live decently. It is hard to see 
how Steve could handle this. I mean, you have 
to practically give up your life to run this place. 
It's a hard thing. You want to leave him in a 
situation where you know heli get along. 
Then you realize at some point heli have to 
talce his chances like the rest of us." 

The financial challenges of passing the farm 
to Steve are daunting. If Steve bought the prop- 
erty at market value, the loan payments would 
sink him. And if his parents simply give him 
the farm or leave it to him in their wills, the 
gift or estate taxes might run several hundred 
thousand dollars, forcing him to sell part of the 
farm. As the property inereases in value, these 
problems will only get worse. 

Selling choice parts of the place, of course, is 
an option. By selling two or three hundred 
acres, the Moffatts could pay for Jim and Joan's 
retirement, reduce Steve's eventual estate and 
property taxes, and shrink the farm to a man- 
ageable size. Hundreds of smali landowners in 
Vermont took advantage of such opportunities 
as land values rosę through the 1980s. This 
brought them windfalls, but also compromised 
wildlife habitat and scenie views and destroyed 
parts of the farm and forest base that anchors 
Vermont's rural economy. 



In 1992, the Moffatts had a chance to cash in 
when the Lamoille County Solid Waste Dis- 
trict, looking for a new landfill site, cast its eye 
on their property. "What it came down to," 
says Jim, "was that we could sell about half the 
farm for about $500,000. That would have 
madę a nice nest egg." But the Moffatts told 
the district they weren't interested. "It just 
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didn't seem the right thing to do/ 7 says Jim. 
"Not to our neighbors, not to the land we 
think so much of." 

Nevertheless, the offer opened JinTs and 
Joan's eyes about the property's value and 
raised the issue of what to do with the farm. 

To explore their options, Jim and Joan went 
to see a Burlington estate planner. They pon- 


dered their choices for a month, then decided 
to change the farnTs ownership to a joint-ten- 
ancy-in-common — a trust arrangement that 
essentially gives Steve the benefit of the stan¬ 
dard $600,000 estate-tax exemption twice, for a 
combined total of $1,200,000 of exemptions. 
As long as the farnTs value doesn't increase too 
far beyond that amount, this should keep 


Moffatt checks new 
growth in one ofhis 
100,000 Christmas trees. 
His customers rangę from 
area Boy Scout troops to 
retailers who sell on the 
streets ofNezo York City. 














Steve's estate tax liability fairly Iow. The joint- 
tenancy arrangement also leaves the family's 
options open as they explore other possibili- 
ties, and as Steve further tests the idea of stay- 
ing on. 

"If something exciting happens along, no 
reason he shouldn't do it," says Jim. 'Tve 
never pushed him to come back, because those 
things have to happen by themselves. Now he 
says it was always in the back of his mind that 
he would come back here by the time he was 
30. I don't know why it couldn't be a good 
life." 

'Tm surę he'll do fine," says Joan. "Espe- 
cially when we're out of the picture!" She 
laughs. "He gets impatient sometimes. It's not 
easy, working every day with someone you're 
that close to emotionally. I remember going 
through the same thing when Jim's dad was 
here, before Jim had the farm. There are ten- 
sions. But we never worry that Steve won't do 
the right thing. He's a hard worker, and he 
seems to know what it's going to take." 

• 

In the cooling hours of a fali day, with the 
leaves a riot of flame in the slanting afternoon 
light, Jim drives into the hills north of the 
house. He crosses freshly mown hay fields, de- 
scends through brilliant woods. A quarter-mile 
into the forest he pulls off the road into one of 
his log landings. 

He parks next to a large pile of spruce and fir 
trees that he and Steve thinned from the sugar- 
bush in the spring. Steve is already there. Fa- 
ther and son nod to each other, smile. Jim pulls 
a tissue out of his pants pocket, rips two pieces 
off, rolls them into balls, and stuffs them in his 
ears. "My official, high-grade, OSHA-approved 
hearing protection," he says. He pulls his saw 
from the pickup. His arm is feeling better, and 
though he hurt his back in July, it too has 
firmed up recently, and today he's feeling 
pretty good. He starts his saw and begins buck- 
ing the trees into four-foot sections. Steve, 
wielding an eight-inch pulp hook in each hand, 
sinlcs a hook into either end of the first log and 
swings it onto the pickup. 

They work this way a couple of hours, Jim 
cutting, Steve loading the logs either onto the 
truck or into neat stacks. The logs in the truck 
will go to the sugarhouse to fire the evaporator 
that will boil next spring's sap. The stacked 
logs will be sold for pulp. 

Jim and Steve ąuibble occasionally, arguing 
good-naturedly over whether a log is fit for 
pulp or just sugar wood, or where to put the 
next stack of pulp. Finally Jim is done cutting. 
There's still about half a pickup load of sugar 
logs to load. Unfortunately for Steve, the sugar 
logs are separated from the truck by a large 
mound of dirt and a stack of pulpwood. 

"Too bad you stacked that pulp right there," 
says Jim. "Otherwise you could just back right 
up to those logs and load 'em." 


Steve, hooks in hands, looks at the pile of 
pulp. He looks at the truck, at his dad, and 
back at the pile. 

"I'm not moving it," he says. 

"Weil, it'd save you a lot of work. Would 
have, anyway." 

Steve gets in his pickup. He pulls forward a 
few feet, driving the front wheels onto a short 
stack of logs, then revs the engine and tries to 
back over the mound of earth to get to the logs. 
Doesn't make it. Jim, watching, shakes his 
head. Steve pulls forward. He puts the truck in 
four-wheel drive and tries again, rewing the 
engine higher. This time he backs over not just 
the mound but the two junlc logs behind it and 
puts the truck's bumper three feet from the 
logs he wants to load. Then he steps out of the 
truck, trying not to smile too much, gets his 
hooks, and starts loading. 

Jim, smiling too, gives his son the universal 
look of admiration reserved for sons who know 
just how smart-ass to be. 

"I'm glad we agree on everything," he says. 

• 

During the six weeks of Christmas-tree sea- 
son the Moffatts put in 12 to 14 hours a day, 
seven days a weelc, taking and filling orders, 
cutting and shipping trees, and hustling to 
lceep their Wholesale Christmas tree cus- 
tomers, who rangę from Boy Scout troops to 
New York City retailers, happy. 

The press doesn't end until one or two days 
before Christmas,- and it's not until the last 
Sunday before the holiday that Jim, driving 
back to Craftsbury one evening after selling 
trees all day in Montpelier, can feel the end 
coming. Leaning against his door as he drives 
through the darlc, he relaxes, tired but rela- 
tively happy, for the season has gone well. 
With the rush over, he can look forward to a 
slow week or two, maybe even take a day off to 
go ice-fishing or watch a dog sled race. Jim 
doesn't resent how hard he has to work; in fact, 
he says, he likes his lot in life, despite the prob- 
lems of keeping his family and property finan- 
cially afloat. 

"Of course," he says, "we're morę frugal 
than most people. We don't reąuire much to be 
comfortable. We believe happiness is in your- 
self. We lose patience with people who feel, 
'Oh, if they just had fewer regulations, every- 
thing would be fine.' Or if they had morę 
money, or a better car. And so forth and so on. 
How good do they expect things to get?" 

Too often, Jim says, people blame their prob- 
lems on someone else. In rural Vermont, that 
someone else is often the locals, if you're a 
newcomer,- or, if you're a local, the newcomers. 
Some of the long-time residents, he says, "just 
see no good at all from the newer people. But 
the fact is, most of these new people are an as- 
set — in the tax base they help support, in their 
interest in the school system ... they con- 

(Continued on page 61) 



Jim Moffatt at a log 
landing on the fam¬ 
ily farm; left, Steve 
at work among pulp 
logs. The Moffatts 
selectively cut their 
timber stands for 
pulp wood and 
sawlogs, put out 
10 f 000 mapie taps, 
and have, as Jim puts 
it, "the freedom to 
work as many hours 
as you can stand." 
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Astride the 
Magie Horse 


Ignat Solzhenitsyns Talents and Background Have Takcn 
Him Far, But He Still Calls Yermont Home 


By Susan Keese 


T gnat Solzhenitsyn was 18 
months old when his family was 
forced to leave Russia. It was 1974. 
His father, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, 
who had already spent many years in 
Stalin's labor camps, was arrested and co- 
erced into exile following the publication 
in Europę and the U.S. of The Gulag Archi- 
pelago, part of a literary life's work expos- 
ing the terrors of the Soviet regime. 
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Ignat's early recollections of Moscow are hazy. His memories of Vermont are 
morę vivid. He remembers the drive from Boston's Logan Airport the afternoon 
in 1976 when he and his family — parents, grandmother and four boys — arrived 
at the Cavendish farmhouse that would be their home for nearly 20 years. He 
was almost four ; his brother Yermolai was five, his younger brother, Stephan, not 
quite three. A half brother, Dmitri, was 14. 


A Solzhenitsyn press conference: 
From left, Natalia , Stephan , 
and Aleksandr in March ofl994, 
as Ignat answers qnestions 
about his father's impending 
return to Rnssia; above, Ignat 
in concert in 1987; left , at 
Kinhaven Musie School in 
Weston last year. 


Shortly after the family's arrival in Yermont, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn told his 


sons that a boulder in a corner of their property was a magie horse that would fly 


them back to Moscow someday. 


AUTUMN 1995 • 5 1 


Vyto Starinskas /Rutland Herald 

























From top: As a teenager, Ignat 
found Kinhaven "almost a par- 
adise;" performing with the Soviet 
Etnigre Orchestra in Wmooski at 
age 11 in 1984; with afriend at 
Kinhaven; comered by reporters 
outside the Cavendish post office 
in May 1994; and as the intema- 
tionally known concert pianist he 
has become. 


j Fair /Columbia Artisłs 


Harvie, a State senator and former Eng- 
lish teacher who taught all three 
Solzhenitsyn boys at Green Mountain 
Union High School in Chester. 

Looking back, Ignat said, his parents 
did "a fantastic job raising three — re- 
ally four — little children in a new 
country. It was never a problem that 
there were two cultures to which I be- 
longed," he said. "We were brought up 
knowing that we were Russian. That 
was a fact of life which was always 
present. And yet in many ways I feel 
that I am a Vermonter. This is where I 
grew up. I was formed here." 

• 

At 22, Ignat Solzhenitsyn is a sturdy, 
blonde-haired youth with a broad 
Slavic face, a deep voice and an air of 
earnest intelligence. His ironie sense 
of humor is kept at bay — just barely 
— by impeccable manners. ("Vermon- 
ters have an innate sense of tact," he 
noted. "Over the years I can't remem- 
ber one instance in which any of our 
neighbors asked, 'What's it like?' or 
anything like that. Such ąuestions al¬ 
most always come from people outside 
Vermont. Or from journalists, ,/ he 
added with a smile.) 

A recent graduate of Curtis Institute 
of Musie, Ignat lives in Philadelphia, 
by all accounts at the outset of a bril- 
liant performance career. Under the 
management of Columbia Artists he 
has been appearing as soloist with or- 
chestras around the U.S. and in Eu¬ 
ropę. He madę his debut as a conduc- 
tor in 1994 and is serving as associate 
conductor for the Concerto Soloists 
Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia. 

Ignat doesn't remember exactly 
when he decided to devote his life to 
musie. 

"I didn't start taking proper 
lessons until I was nine, which is 
rather late for a serious musical ca¬ 
reer, " he noted. He had begun play- 
ing much earlier, improvising on an 
old piano that was in the house in 


Seventeen years later, musie was the 
magie horse that carried Ignat Solzhen¬ 
itsyn to his native land. In 1993, eight 
months before his parents' much pub- 
licized return to Russia, the middle 
son — now a promising concert pi¬ 
anist — appeared as soloist at the 
Moscow Conservatory playing 
Shostakovich's Piano Concerto No. 1, 
with Mstislav Rostropovich conduct- 
ing the National Symphony Or¬ 
chestra. 

"The audience overflowed into 
the aisles and stairways, applaud- 
ing heartily," The New York 
Times reported. "Young girls 
leaned over the balcony to shout 
'Ignat! Ignat!' while others ran up 
to present flowers." 

"Not a day has gone by that we 
have not thought of coming back," 
Ignat would later say. 

It was true. From childhood, Ignat 
and his brothers were reminded al¬ 
most daily that they were in exile. 
The family spoke Russian at home. In 
addition to their studies at the local 
schools, the boys were schooled in 
Russian literaturę and culture and 
their father's uncompromising work 
ethic. Ignat's childhood in particular 
was distinguished by his passionate 
dedication to his musie — the life of a 
young prodigy is always unusual. Yet 
looking back, what he speaks of first is 
a happy childhood in Vermont: playing 
football with his brothers in the yard; 
shoveling snow ; cutting wood with 
a two-man saw ; walking down the 
driveway to the school bus ; riding his 
bike to a summer job at a Proctorsville 
grocery. "All the usual things kids do 
growing up in Vermont," he said. 
"They fit in very well," said Ruth 
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Cavendish when the Solzhenitsyns 
moved in. No one in the family had 
ever been a serious musician. "So my 
parents didiTt thinlc much about it," 
he said. 

Then one day the great cellist 
Mstislav Rostropovich — who was ex- 
iled from Russia for siding with Alek¬ 
sandr Solzhenitsyn and coming to the 
family's aid — was yisiting the 
Solzhenitsyns in Vermont. ''He heard 
me tinkering around and he said, 'This 
child should have lessons/ " Ignat re- 
called. 

The Solzhenitsyns had no idea when 
they moved to Vermont that the re¬ 
gion they had chosen was also the 
adopted home of some of the world's 
finest classical musicians. Those per- 
formers had gathered around the great 
pianist Rudolf Serkin and the Marl¬ 
boro Musie Festival, which Serkin 
founded in 1951 with Adolph Busch 
after fleeing Europę during World War 

n. 

After hearing Ignat play, Ros- 
tropovich called Serkin, who lived in 
Guilford, and told him about the boy. 
Ignat cherishes the memory of the day 
he was talcen to play for Serkin for the 
first time, at the age of eight. 

"It was a wonderful experience, 
meeting such a great man. I felt such a 
kindness and warmth emanating from 
him. He had an extraordinary purity 
about him, a light that shone from his 
eyes." In the years to come Ignat 
would play for Serkin several morę 
times. "He had a tremendous influ¬ 
ence on me musically. He was a shin- 
ing example of how an interpreter 
must approach his task — that it has 
nothing to do with ego, that we are all 
subseryient to the composer's spirit 
and message, insofar as we can inter- 
pret it." 

Serkin recommended Ignat to his 
friend Luis Batlle, the Uruguayan pi¬ 
anist who teaches at Marlboro College 
and the Marlboro Musie School and 
Festival. 

For a while after Ignat began study- 
ing with Batlle, life continued as usual. 
Bolstered by lessons at home, the 
Solzhenitsyn boys forged ahead of 
their peers in the public schools. They 
were also instructed in history and re- 
ligion by a Russian Orthodox priest, 
the leader of a congregation in Clare- 
mont, New Hampshire, that had been 
started by Russian immigrants at the 
turn of the century. Ignat's half- 


brother, Dmitri, who died of a heart at- 
tack in 1994, is buried in the cemetery 
there. 

The boys' energetic mother, Natalia, 
superyised their education and served 
as her husband's editor, publisher, 
critic and advocate, working overtime 
to see that Solzhenitsyn's great work 
went forward. Stephan Solzhenitsyn 
refers to her lovingly as "The Little 
Engine That 
Could." 

The boys 
were also in- 
volved in their 
father's work. 

The elder 

Solzhenitsyn 
toiled away at 
his writing — 
sometimes for 
16 hours a day 
— in a smali 
building be- 
hind the 
house. By the 
time he was a 
pre-teen, Yer- 
molai had typed an entire memoir — 
one of many his father collected from 
Russian emigres. Stephan helped as- 
semble a dictionary of words his father 
feared were disappearing from Russian 
usage. Ignat, the perfectionist, has al- 
ways read his father's works for typos. 

The brothers imbibed American cul- 
ture as well. Sports rivalries were a 
constant source of good-natured rib- 
bing. Yermolai, the eldest, stalced his 
claim on the Boston teams. Stephan 
chose Philadelphia. Ignat still roots for 
the Yankees and the Knicks. 

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn's battle for 
the soul of Russia left him little time 
for trivialities. "We grew up with the 
knowledge that life is short and there's 
too much to do," Ignat said. Neverthe- 
less, he recalls, his father was pleased 
when the book Real Vermonters Dorit 
Milk Goats named him as an excep- 
tion to the rule that "real Vermonters" 
had to be born in Vermont. 

Ignat's grandmother, Ekaterina Svet- 
lova, was an integral part of the fam¬ 
ily. It was she — although she never 
learned English — who did the coolc- 
ing and the shopping and drove Ignat 
to his lessons. 

After working with Ignat for several 
months, Luis Batlle recommended 
that he study for a few years with the 

(Continued on page 65) 


The Brothers Solzhenitsyn 

“As far back as I can remember, my brothers 
were a big presence,” said Stephan Solzhenitsyn, 
stopping to chat at a Bcllows Falls diner on his 
way back from Boston for a weekend at the family 
home in Cavendish. 

Stephan, 21, is the youngest of the three 
Solzhenitsyn brothers. Yermolai, 24, the eldest, is 
a China expert living 
in Taiwan. Ignat, 22, 
is a concert pianist. 

Stephan, who grad- 
uated from Harvard 
with a degree in urban 
planning last spring, 
spent last summer in 
Russia, helping to cre- 
atc a zoning codę for 
a district of the city of 
Moscow. “A passion 
for place," as he calls 
it, was the motivating 
factor in his career choice. It is a passion he traces 
to his childhood in Yermont. “The town square in 
Bellows Falls is my idea of what a town square 
should be. The Ludlow Plaża is my idea of what a 
plaża is. When I imagine ‘hilf I imagine the hill I 
drive up to go home.” 

“I couldn’t have picked a better place to grow 
up,” Stephan added. “We’rc a very close family. 
Our parents did a lot with us and a lot for us. 
Their work, obviously, was very important. But it 
was a team effort. It took every grain of everyone’s 
effort to make it work. There was no shortage of 
humor. And 1 think it turned out okay — no, not 
just okay. It was fun. 

“My brothers and I figured out how to play 
football with three people. We figured out how to 
play baseball with three people — pitcher, short- 
stop, batter. And a backstop. No stealing. I played 
Little League for a year. Yermolai was a play 7 - 
ground rat. He had a sweet outside shot and 
popped a lot of three pointers in pickup games, af¬ 
ter school. We also had a hoop attached to the 
house. Ignat, of course, spent a lot of time bchind 
the piano. But we did a lot of things together. For 
as long as we were home, it was the three of us. 
We were ‘the peers.’ ” 

The four brothers: Dmitri, Ignat, Stephan, Yermolai. 
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By Pamela Polston 
Photographed by Gaił Mooney 


A Vermont-Born Program Taps 
Rich Springs of Creativity in the Elderly and Disabled 


Project Grace 
director Don 
Snnseri works 
with Lillian 
Thompson. 
"It's all about 
creating/' says 
Sunseri, "not 
about being an 
artist." 

Left, Gayleen 
Aiken and her 
"Raimbilli 
cousins" in the 
granite hills 
around Barre. 


I t's Tuesday morning at the Greensboro Nursing Home, and a 
ritual of sorts is beginning. A dozen or so elderly residents 
make their way into the activities room and settle themselves 
at tables. Some arrive unaided; others are wheeled in by brisk, 
cheery attendants. Quiet and self-absorbed, the resi¬ 
dents seem like fragile, ancient islands. Some of 
them just want to nap. 


Faces perk up, though, when Carol 
Putnam bustles in with a bundle of art 
materials. She comes to each table of- 
fering blank sheets of paper, paints, 
marlcers and encouraging words. Grad- 
ually, the islands become an archipel- 
ago of busy artists. 

Putnam is a workshop leader and an 
administrator of the group that pro- 
vides these materials, along with a 
healthy dollop of inspiration. Known 
as GRACE — Grass Roots Art and 
Community Effort — it is a peripatetic 
art-making program with the unoffi- 
cial motto "It's all right to not lcnow 
what you're doing." Its aim is to dis- 
cover, develop, and promote self- 
taught artists in rural Vermont. Most 
of its work is with elderly Vermonters 
and the disabled, a fact that the orga- 
nization's six workshop leaders regard 
as one of the progranPs strengths. 

"It's different at each workshop," 
Putnam says. "You see every person's 
experience and their own personality 
coming right out in front of you. The 
most exciting thing is that they don't 
have any preconceptions or fashion- 
able artistic notions about what 
they're doing. It's just pure artistic ex- 
pression and experience. It's incredi- 
ble." 

Don Sunseri, a disenchanted New 
York artist, founded GRACE nearly 


20 years ago in Ver- 
mont's Northeast 
Kingdom. The non- 
profit organization 
now runs a dizzying 
500 workshops a year 
at 14 sites around 
Vermont — and it's 
still growing. 

An article in 
Smithsonian magazine and a televi- 
sion feature on "CNN Across Amer¬ 
ica" in recent years established Sun¬ 
seri as a reluctant expert on programs 
like GRACE. Queries have come from 
across the continent, and he's spolcen 
on the subject as far away as Bombay. 
The national attention has also estab¬ 
lished GRACE as one of the country's 
leading community arts programs. 

It is now a collaborative, artist-run 
organization employing six people, 
each of whom has administrative re- 
sponsibilities and leads workshops. 
Fifty percent of its budget comes 
through contracts with nursing homes 
and sales of the artists' work, the rest 
in donations from individuals and 
foundations, and grants from organi- 
zations such as the Vermont Council 
on the Arts and the National Endow- 
ment for the Arts. 

Although GRACE has become a na¬ 
tional model, it remains close to the 
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ally coalesced into the or- 
ganizational structure of 
GRACE. 

Two decades later, Sun- 
seri and Staff are still in- 
spired by the spectacle of 
creativity where nothing 
like it had sprouted before. 
Most of the elders — as 
well as the younger men- 
tally and physically dis- 
abled individuals the pro¬ 
gram now serves — had 
never before attempted to 
create art. A few of them 
remain convinced they 
"aren't any good," but 
many have gradually blos- 
somed into highly produc- 
tive artists. SunserPs dish- 
washing daydream has sur- 
passed itself. 

Showing the art that re- 
sults and thereby promoting GRACE 
artists is an important part of the pro¬ 
gram. "It's important that the work be 
seen by other people," says Carol Put- 
nam. "It's gratifying to the artist and it 
encourages them to make morę art. 
And also, if they sell a piece, it helps 
them financially." 

Colorful paintings and drawings 
deck the halls of nearly every site 
where art workshops take place — 
nursing homes, town halls, commu- 
nity centers. And in smali towns like 
Greensboro and Hardwick, it's not un- 
common to see artwork hanging in 
Stores. An exhibit in the woods is a 
staple of Glover's annual Bread and 
Puppet Circus. One of the biggest 
shows to datę was a 1988 retrospective 
called "10 Years of GRACE." Culled 
from morę than 3,000 pieces of art, it 
first toured Vermont schools and then 
sites around the U.S. and Europę. 
GRACE has become a uniąue Ver- 
mont export, and responses every- 
where have been nothing short of 
raves. 

"GRACE artists can hołd their own 
among the best," says Barbara R. Łuck, 
curator of the Abby Aldrich Rocke¬ 
feller Folk Art Center in Williams- 
burg, Virginia. "Works produced by 
GRACE artists ąuite often exhibit ex- 
traordinary aesthetic ąuality and ap- 
peal, and they may be judged entirely 
on their own merits." 


Maggie Smith's art 
recalls the countryside 
around Daiwille. 
Top, Dot Kibbee's "Ali That 
Glitters Is Not Gold," 
an autobiographical 
painting. "Just let yourself go 
free!"is Kibbee's motto. 


place and the spirit in 
which it started in the 
1970s, when Sunseri was 
washing dishes in a West 
Glover nursing home. 
Suspecting that a lode of 
unmined expression was 
buried in the minds and 
hands of the old people 
whom he served, he per- 
suaded the home's ad¬ 
ministrator to let him 
try an art class or two. 

What emerged was 
even morę than the jaded 
urban sculptor had antic- 
ipated. From those el- 
derly minds and hands flowed a stream 
of uniąue artwork. It was raw and am- 
ateurish, perhaps, but highly distinc- 
tive, emotive and, in some cases, auto¬ 
biographical — such as turn-of-the- 
century logging recalled in paintings 
by Greensboro resident Roland Ro- 
chette before he died at 99. (His work 
now hangs in the Vermont Folklife 
Center.) Or 90-year-old William Nut- 
ter's archetypal dairy farmscapes 
around St. Johnsbury. Or the Green 
Mountain visions the late Maggie 
Smith painted from memories of rid- 
ing around Danville in her husband's 
milk truck. 

Sunseri was stunned and delighted. 
His experiment grew into morę work¬ 
shops at morę locations and eventu- 
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Sunseri likes to 
say that "real art" 
can be madę by 
"real people." 

That's as good a 
description as any 
for so-called "out¬ 
sider art" which, 
during the years 
GRACE has ex- 
isted, became a 
hot commodity 
among collectors 
and dealers in the 
art world. The 
term grew less 
meaningful as 

"outsider" art came "in" — even 
Sotheby's auctions it, and New York 
galleries were created to sell it. 

GRACE Staff members object to the 
term and to other labels. Art is art, 
they contend, and that is what the 
people with whom they work produce. 
Period. 

The progranTs best-known artist, 
Gayleen Ailcen, lives in Barre — and in 
a rich fantasy 
world charmingly 
depicted in her ex- 
traordinary output 
of paintings. In the 
mid '80s film- 
malcer Jay Craven, 
then director of 
Catamount Arts, 
created Gayleen, a 
documentary that 
focused on 
Aiken's "relation- 
ship" with the 
Raimbilli cousins, 
the imaginary 
family she has cre¬ 
ated as life-size 
cardboard figures. 

A few years later 
Ailcen had a one- 
woman show at 
Lincoln Center in 
New York that at- 
tracted the atten- 

tion — and money — of major collec¬ 
tors. 

Larry Bissonnette may not be far be- 
hind Aiken's success. Now in his late 
thirties, this highly creative, develop- 
mentally disabled artist was raised at 
the Brandon Training School, where 


he was lcnown to 
sneak off to the 
shop at night to 
build things. Bis¬ 
sonnette creates 
most of his art at 
a weelcly GRACE 
workshop in 
Burlington led by 
Michael Gray. 
Gray, a gentle, 
rangy native 
Vermonter with 
an Amish-style 
beard, first 
learned about 
GRACE while 
studying art at the University of Ver- 
mont. He volunteered, then started 
working full-time in 1989. Though he 
admits the work can be emotionally 
draining, he loves his job, and it shows. 

To begin with, Gray tries to discover 
what the potential artists' lives have 
been like, what their interests are. One 
elderly woman loved to make afghans, 
so he set her up with little sąuares of 


Rolami Rochette's work, such as this logging scene, sprang from a lifetime 
spent in the Northeast Kingdom. Top, Dot Kibbee's "Harvest." 


paper and she began to design each 
one, then piece them together. A man 
lilced to tell stories about a place he'd 
been very attached to. Gray got him to 
draw maps of the place; gradually the 
maps became landscapes. "Once they 
get started," he notes, "they usually 


have ideas on their own." 

Gray has watched many of the peo¬ 
ple with whom he worlcs grow and de- 
velop, once they began malcing art. 
"Being creative promotes self-confi- 
dence and the ability to make individ- 
ual choices," he says. "You can see the 
development in the person, as well as 
in their artwork." 

Sunseri likes to tell of the elderly 
woman who drew a series of extraordi- 
nary self-portraits shortly before she 
died. Her artistry bloomed, Sunseri 
says, when she decided "she was old 
enough to not care what other people 
thinlc." This is the point Dot Kibbee 
reached some years ago. One of the 
first to benefit from art sessions in 
Greensboro, Kibbee's philosophy is 
primal: "Just let yourself go free!" 

At a session at the Greensboro Town 
Hall, Kibbee and fellow painter Phyllis 
Putvain, two of GRACE's most pro- 
lific artists, are at work. Friendly and 
lively, Kibbee, in her late seventies, 
and Putvain, not yet 60, have devel- 
oped distinctive artistic styles. 

Putvain is paint- 
ing assertively and 
ąuickly with cir- 
cus-bright colors 
on a large sheet of 
paper. This work 
features a frog- 
green building 
against a salmon 
sky. Cars appear to 
tumbie down the 
side of a steep hill. 
"It's supposed to 
be a junkyard," 
she says, eyeing 
the painting with 
a satisfied grin. 
Putvain likes to 
use geometrie 
shapes and squig- 
gles. Her work is 
boldly graphic, cir- 
cumscribed with 
wide decorative 
borders. 

Kibbee, who favors acrylic paint on 
wood, creates smali, delicate, Ver- 
mont-inspired landscapes that verge 
on the mystical. Usually birds or other 
animals and human figures — often 
cleverly obscured — inhabit a utopian 
natural setting with mountains, 
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AMAZING GRACE 


Workshop - Showroom 

Lakę Champlain Islands 
Isle La Motte,Vermont 05463 
1-802-928-3118 
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NURSERY 

offers the finest balsam 
wreaths, Handcrafted in 
Vermont’s Northeast 
Kingdom, our wreaths 
will add the look and 
scent ofVermontto your 
Christmas. Each wreath is 
double-sided, measures 24" 
is tastefully 
cones, berries and a 
will gladly enclose a giftcard. 
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HORSFORD 

Gardens& Nursery 


and 


Wreaths will arrive 
within 10 days of ordering. 

To order by phone cali 

802 - 425-2811 


or write: 

Horsford Gardens & Nursery 
2058 North Greenbush Road 
Charlotte, Yermont 05445 


VERMONT’S 

OLDEST 


$ 22 . 98 ' 

V/MC or personal check 


'Please add $4.50 per wreath lo cover 
shipping and handling. Wreaths shipped 
to VT please include 5% sales tax. 
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forests, beaver ponds. Though she 
likes to give her work away, it tickles 
Kibbee no end when people buy it — 
which they often do. For her and other 
GRACE artists who sell their work — 
for anywhere from $25 to morę than 
$1,000 — the monetary reward en- 
hances their sense of achievement, of 
doing meaningful work. In all such 
sales, 65 per cent of the money goes to 
the artist; 35 per cent helps GRACE 
pay its operating expenses. 

Kibbee, a retired nurse, is a bubbly 
cheerleader for GRACE. She is candid 
about what art-making has done for 
her — such as helping her work 
through some painful memories from 
earlier years. In turn, she has become 
an occasional workshop leader herself. 
But GRACE is morę than just art, she 
says: "It's the feelings and friendships. 
You come up here and you can be free, 
not only to do art, but to just be your- 
self. It doesn't matter how you dress or 
what you look like ; anything goes." 

Indeed, freedom of expression is the 
only constant at GRACE workshops. 
It's not always easy breaking through 
resistance when creative juices have 
long been bottled up. But the Staff 
avoids teaching artistic techniąues. 
They are adept at circumventing com- 
ments like "I don't have any ideas" or 
"Fm not an artist." Once the insecuri- 
ties are expressed, they seem to some- 
how pass away, and eventually the in- 
ner voice emerges. 

"We come in and get things going," 
Gray says. "And then often there's this 
really electric, vibrant silence that de- 
velops. And what we're seeing there is 
the source of all art-making." 

For some, it might generate no morę 
than a diffident scribble on a piece of 
paper ; but for others, it's a discovery of 
self-expression that impassions the re- 
mainder of their lives. 

• 

Art from the weekly GRACE work¬ 
shop at Floward Community Services 
will be exhibited at the Metropolitan 
Gallery in Burlington^ City Hall dur- 
ing October. For information, cali (802) 
253-4041. 


Pamela Polston is a Burlington writer and 
the associate editor of Vox, a weekly 
newspaper covering arts and culture in 
northern Vermont. 
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odstock! 

Whether you come for a day or a week, you 11 love our old-fashioned 
atmosphere. And you’ll find what you love in over 70 shops, restaurants, 
galleries, museums, and country inns. Just a few are listed below. 


Come right over. Were so nearby, and yet so different. 
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A 1793 Vermont Country Inn wclcoming thc traveler 
and local rcsidcnt with fine dining and comfortable 
lodging. Home of thc Yermont Fly Fishing School. 


The Quechee Inn 

at Marshland Farm 

Quechee. Vermont 05059 
(8021 295-3133 (800) 235-3133 
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Beautiful Jewelry 
Fine Crafts 

Ingenious 

Presents 


CINICORN 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


15 Central St. • Woodstock, VT 05091 
802-457-2480 
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WOODSTOCK AREA FALL EVENTS 

AUGUST: 

• Brown Bag Concerts, Library lawn 

• Annual Sidewalk Sale Days 

SEPTEMBER: 

• 4th Annual New England Crafts Festival 

• VINS Wildlife Art Show Opening 

• Briggs Opera House/River City Arts present 
“Voice of the Prairie” 

OCTOBER: 

• Chili Cook-Off on the Green 

• Apples & Crafts Fair at Bailey’s Meadow 

• Billings Farm & Museum Harvest Celebration 

For morę Information contact the 
Woodstock Area Chamber of Commerce at 

_ 802-457-3555 _ 
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Woodstockfes 

“Chosen by the readers 
of Conde Nast Traveler 
as one of the best places 
to stay in the world.” 

Conde Nast Traueler 
January 1 9 95 

For reservations or morę Information, 
Call 1-800-448-7900. 
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Yisit Vermont’s 
most unique ait 
gallery. A delight- 
ful collection of 
sculpture, 
fumiture Jewelry, 
tuid Stephen's 
new woodcut 
prints. 


STEPHEN HUNECK GALLERY 

49 Central Street, Woodstock, VT 05091 
(802) 457-3206 (800) 449-2580 
Catalog Available. 
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I infant 
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1 department 
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# boys dress 
' & casual wear 

girls to 
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boys sizes to 7 


41 Central 



Woodstock. VT 



802-457-3345 
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the freshest produce 
hot or iced! cappuccino, 
espresso, latte 
fali plants & pumpkins 
galore 

open (taiły year-ro 
W. Woodstock, VT 


unique baked goods 
exceptional dęli — 
unusual cheeses, olives, 
& meats 

breaklast and lunch to 
go— extraordinary 
sandwiches, soups, 
entrees and salads 
Iresh sealood & 
hormone-lree chickens 
specialty and eveiyday 
groceries 

and • Route 4, 

• 802-457-3658 
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lerinont Attractions & Arts Events ^ 

Vacation with Vermont's best! Visit these fine Vermont attractions and enjoy some of Ver- 
mont’s most special events. See famous Vermont products while they're being madę 
and rediscover your heritage through world-class museums. Enjoy an outdoor concert, 
or explore Vermont’s spectacular countryside and experience its natural beauty. 


HISTORY IS HERE 


THE BENNINGTON MUSEUM 
& Grandma Moses Gallery 

• World's largest 
collection of Grandma 
Moses paintings 

• Unique Museum Shop 

• Exceptional collection 
of Bennington pottery, 
military artifacts, 
antique touring car, 
furniture, paintings, toys, tools, dolls 

■ Hadwen Woods Naturę Trail & Pienie Area 

OPEN DAILY 

West Main Street, Bennington VT 

(802)447-1571 
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TIMBER 

YILLAGE 



ANTIOUE CENTER 
COUNTRY STORĘ 
ARTS & CRAFTS 

OPEN YEAR ROUND • 7 DAYS A WEEK 

VERMONT’S SHOPPING 
& DINING ATTRACTION 

For morę information cali or write us: 

P.O. Box 0730 Quechee, Vt. 05059 
1-802-295-1550 
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Discouer 19th century farm life 
at one of this country’s 
premier agricultural museums 

• working dairy farm 
• extensive farm life exhibits 
• restored & furnished farm house 
• daily programs and activities 

Open daily, April 29 - Oct. 31, 10 am - 5 pm 
Woodstock, Vermont • 802/457-2356 
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People are talki »30 about. 



The Most Outstanding 
Arts Exhibition 
in Vermont. 


STRATTON 

u i u ; 


HAL 


“One of Vermont’s Top 10 Fali Events!” 

Yermonl Chamber of Comroerce 

“Worth the Drłve!” 

Yankcc Travcl Guide 


Sept. 17 -Oct. 15 

In the Ba.se Lodge 
Stratton Mountain, Vermont 
Open Daily 10-5 
Phone 802-297-3265 
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VERMONT RAPTOR CENTER 

AT VEffMONT MTłTUTE OF NATURAL SCIENCE 
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EXPERIENCE CLOSE 
ENCOUNTERS WITH 
BIRDS OF PREY 

EXPLORE NATURĘ 

- TRAILS 

- PICNIC AREA 

- EXHIBfTS 

- DEMONSTRATIONS 


The Spinning Wheel 

South of Stowe 

Home of the Wooden Bear 

/ M 

X and other Chain 

\ Saw Carvings 

1 Ljćik 

1 Visit our unique Gift Shop 

l Ra 

• VT Crafts - Dollhouses & 

' / Miniaturę Accessories 


I Stop into our Native American Shop 

f • Dreamcatchers, Mandellas, etc. 

Route 100 • 

Waterbury Center • VT. 05677 
802-244-8883 
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-'fSsiagy^pyer 200 Crafts and 
\Antiques Booths 


y^HHjwAt Kennedy 
Brothers ‘ 

The Factory Marketplace is your center 
for Vermont Crafts, Antiques and Food. 
Everything from Jewelry to Monogramming. 
Wrought Iron to the Kennedy Brothers 
Woodenware Outlet, Vermont Marble to Mapie 
Syrup. A Ben & Jerry’s Scoop Shop and the 
OwFs Basket Deli are here for delightful snacks. 
Free Parking, Sparkling Rest Rooms 
and Children’s Play Area. 

Open daily in Vergennes, VT 

Rt. 22A (JustoffRt. 7) (802)877-2975 
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See the Forest.. 


for the natural beauty 
for the adventure 
forthe wildlife 


Weil show you the way ... 

Green Mountain National Forest 




Forest Supervisor's Office 
231 North Main Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
(802) 747-6700 


Offices also in Middlebury, 
Manchester 8t Rochester, VT. 
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NATURE S AM BER MAGIC 
MAPLE SUGARING 



r ^%, 
-ta 


’ Exhibits 
’ Demonstrations 
’ Slide Show 
1 Syrup Samples 
1 Unique Gift Shop 

presented by 

NEW ENGLAND MAPLE MUSEUM 


P.O. Box 1615 
Rutland, VT 05701 
8:30-5:30pm daily 

Write for free catalog 


Located on Rt. 7 
in Pittsford, VT 
North of Rutland 
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ANTIQUES 

SHOW & SALE 
at the 




Sunday, October 1, 1995 

10 am - 5 pm . Admission $5 Q9 
Preview : Saturday 7 pm - 9 pm, $15~ 
Equinox Hotel 
Rte 7A, Manchester Ctr. VT 
Produced by C.P.I. 207-563-1013 
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PUTNEY, VT 

Visit with Santa, 
his elves, Rudolph 
and his animal friends. 
Christmas Shops, 
Rides, Shows & 
Demonstrations, 
and much morę. 

OPEN MAY 27 - DECEMBER 24 

Rte. 5 Between Exits 4 and 5 off 1-91 
GATE OPENS 10:00 A.M. VISIT THE IGLOO 
PANCAKE HOUSE 8:00 A.M. AND THE CHRISTMAS 
TREE SHOP OPEN DAILY 9:30 - 5:00 

802-387-5550 



Visit Vermont’s 
Tastiest Attraction! 



Famous nationwide for 
fine corn cob smoked 
meats, Vermont ched¬ 
dar cheese and mapie 
syrup. See products 
madę, try free samples, 
free slide show. 


Rle. 7, Ferrisburg, 
VT 05456 

Champlain 
Mili, 

Winooski 
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The Very Best From Yermont! 


Circle Reader Service Number 156 



” ALL-TIME ■* 

EWORITES 

with pianist Linda Duxbury 

t songs...all the greatest musicals to life 
...sang to the delighted crowd!” 

TIM CROSSMAN, THE RUTLAND TRIBUNE, Rutland, VT 

“Gained the hearts of his listeners.” “Vivid expressions!” 

ED BARNA, KELLY STIMMELL 

PRIME TIME JOURNAL ,, Rutland, VT MONADNOCK LEDCER , Peterborough, NH 

“A refreshing respite in the midst of a musically weary world 
...enthusiastic, dynamie singing...should not be missed by anyone” 

ROD DOW, NORTHERN LIGHT, Conway, NH 


Sat., Sept. 9 at 7:30 p.m. at the Stowe Middle/High School, Stowe, VT 
Sat., Sept. 16 at 7:30 p.m. at the Congregational Church of Norwich, VT 
Sat., Sept. 30 at 7:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church, Woodstock, VT 
Sat., Oct. 21 at 7:30 p.m. at West Village Meeting House, Brattleboro, VT 
Sat., Oct. 28 at 7:30 p.m. at Bcnnington Center for the Arts, Bennington, VT 
Sat., Nov. 18 at 7:30 p.m. at First Unitarian Universalist Socicty, Burlington, VT 
Sun., Dcc. 3 at 4:00 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church, Montpelier, VT 


Tickets at the door only: 
Adults $8.00, Seniors $6.00, 
Children & Students Free. 

NO RESERVATIONS 
Please come early for best seating. 
24 hour concert information 
1-800-559-7070 


IN STREET 


PO BOX 429, ST [OHNSBURY, VT 05819 
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PASSING THE SAW 

Continued from page 47 

tribute a lot. 

"But then," he says, "the newer peo- 
ple often don't understand those of us 
who've been here for a while either. 
They try, sometimes. They'd often 
like to. Some of my better friends, ac- 
tually, are people who moved here 
from elsewhere. They're people I re- 
spect a lot, and who seem to respect 
me and what I do. But understand?" 
He shakes his head. "Don't thinlc so. 
Some of that may be my own fault. I 
don't like the rest of the world tallcing 
on about how everything is such a 
hardship, so I don't talk myself much 
about how hard I work and how tough 
it is and all that ... 

"But these people, some of them, 
they tend to romanticize my life a bit. 
They see me and my wife as having, A, 
a perfect marriage and, B, a perfect 
business, and they think that anyone 
would be highly privileged to step into 
my shoes. And 60 percent of that is 
correct. I am priyileged. But they have 
no idea of what it entails from the 
time we get up in the morning to the 
time we go to bed at night. It's awfully 
hard to explain to someone — you 
come home at night, say someone's 
there dropped by for a visit, you come 
in the door and your clothes are all 
torn up, there's blood dripping off your 
nose where you banged it on some- 
thing, you're all tired, you're hunched 
over because your back hurts ..." He 
laughs and shakes his head. "It's aw¬ 
fully hard to explain to someone that, 
yes, this is the way it is but, gee, I had 
a good time today." 

We're past the turnoff to Craftsbury 
Common now, and up to the Branch 
Road. Jim turns left and swings past 
the Collinsville storę. The headlights 
catch the trees at the ends of his 
Christmas tree rows. Jim slows and 
pulls into the driveway. Joan has hung 
a wreath on the door sińce we left this 
morning, and the kitchen lights are on. 
Jim gets out of the truck, leaving the 
keys inside, grabs his jacket and shuts 
the truck door. 

"Weil," he says, "Saturday night. 
See what's happening here. Have a 
couple highballs. Eat dinner. Read my 
book. Go to sleep. We'll hit it again to- 
morrow." 


David Dobbs lives in Montpelier. Richard 
Ober lives in Webster, New Hampshire. 
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Snów Goose Central 

By Tom Slayton 


G reat sprawling skeins of snów 
geese glide down out of the 
bright October sky on a flight 
path that will bring them into the 
cornfields and marshes of Addison. 
They come, not in simple V's of a 
dozen or so, but in enormous forma- 
tions of hundreds. At times, the long, 
undulating lines of big, majestic birds 
seem to fili the sky. 

In the bright afternoons of mid-to- 
late October they come in waves, and 
by early evening, when the waves have 
landed and the geese are massed to- 
gether feeding, you can see where they 
get their name: they look like a snów 
bank of undulating white, tucked un- 
der the lee of a lcnoll or stretched 
across a cornfield. 

The geese come by the thousands to 
Addison's rolling fields because of 
Dead Creek and the Dead Creek 
Wildlife Management area nearby. 
Over the past 40 years, the State has 
worked with naturę to create a series 
of ponds, dams and marshes along the 
slow-moving creek. It is fine water- 
fowl habitat, and the snów geese know 
it. It has become one of the major au- 
tumn stops on their route from their 
summer breeding grounds in the Arc- 
tic to the mid-Atlantic and Southern 
marshes where they winter over. 

The snów geese alone are one of 
Vermont's great natural spectacles 
and, interestingly enough, are a com- 
paratively recent phenomenon. Before 
1981, a handful of them, never morę 
than a few dozen, came to Dead Creek. 
But in 1981, a thousand showed up, 
and they've increased in number every 
year sińce. On a mid-October week¬ 
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end, morę than 14,000 may settle in to 
rest and feed in the marshes and corn¬ 
fields alongside Dead Creek. 

Why? First, the snów goose popula- 
tion in the Atlantic flyway has mush- 
roomed in the last decade because of 
several good breeding years,- snów has 
left the Arctic early, and the geese 
have had good nesting seasons. Also, 
the snów geese seem to have learned 
over the last decade that Dead Creek is 
a good place to come to rest and feed. 

Sometimes when the geese are in 
town, the village of Addison feels like 
Goose Central, a crossroads in an enor¬ 
mous biological web that reaches from 
the Arctic down through the St. 
Lawrence and Champlain valleys to 
the marshes of the South. Canada 
Geese are usually in the area when the 
snów geese are around, and all the 
birds attract dozens of birdwatchers 
and hunters, sińce October is the 
height of the waterfowl hunting sea- 
son. 


Snów geese in action at 
Dead Creek. Left, the 
creek's slowly rnoving 
waters and plentiful food 
make this section of 
Addison County a haven 
for water birds. 
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IN A DAY 



Wh, 


' hether you’re paddling deep water or just watching the leaves change, a 

retirement to Wake Robin is a retirement to life — an active, rich, engaging life. 

It’s gracious living, without the burdens of home main 

tenance. A thriving community of peers. Fine dining, 

classes, cultural events. The assurance of long-term 

on-site health care. And all the four-season splendor of 

Vermont. Come join us, and make some waves! 

„ . . . , „ , - , , , Vermont's Only Lifecare 

For Information about our 1- and 2-bedroom bomes, Retirement Community 

Cali 1-800-462-0856 . 200 Wake Robin Dr., Shelburne, VT 05482 
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You can build the most beautiful 
Post & Beam home in America. 


The Artisans of Post & Beam. 

.Timberpeg East, Inc. Box 1500 VL8, Claremont, NH 03743 (603) 542-7762. 


What kind of new home do you see yourself 

in? Traditional or contemporary; large or 
smali; a rambling family place, secluded 
vacation getaway or cozy retirement retreat? 

Timberpegs exclusive Post & Beam 
design system lets you create the perfect home. 
Warm. Roomy. Beautiful to look at. Superbly 
designed and crafted. 

And with the help of your local 
Timberpeg representative, ifs as easy as can be. 


Here's howjo begin. 


For all the plans, 
ideas and advice you 
need to get started, 
just write or cali for 
our $15 design 
portfolio (VISA® and 
MasterCard® 
accepted). WeTl take 
care of the rest. 

Dealer inquires invited. 
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The protected area of the refuge is a 
no-hunting zonę. But hunter dollars — 
the sale of licenses and federal hunting 
funds — provided all of the Dead Creek 
habitat and helped the area become 
the haven for birds it is. Goose and 
duck hunting are important, permitted 
fali activities just outside the refuge. 

As the snów geese stream into town 
and gather in the last warm days of 
mid-October, the birds seem to learn 
very ąuickly where the refuge bound- 
aries are, where they can't be hunted. 
They like to feed in the mowed-over 
fields that lie around the creek in all 
directions and are often on private 
land. But when spooked by hunters or 
birdwatchers, the birds leap, bleating, 
into the air and circle the cornfields 
majestically before tuming toward the 
safety of the refuge's marshlands. 

Dead Creek's name stems from the 
fact that its flow across the flatlands of 
western Addison County is almost im- 
perceptible. Other than that, it is far 
from dead. Three seasons of the year, 
it teems with life, so rich in birds that 
the spectacle of the snów geese is but 
one aspect of the amazingly varied ar- 
ray of bird life that lives there year- 
round. Shorebirds, rough-legged 
hawks, peregrine falcons, American 
eagles and dozens of other bird species 
nest and feed in and around the creek. 

It is the most heavily used wildlife 
refuge in the State, by hunters and by 
birdwatchers, photographers, and ca- 
noeists. Mid-October, when the goose 
migration is under way, is one of the 
best times of the year to visit. 

I Iow to Go 

The best place to view the snów geese 
is the new, large, graveled parking area 
on the south side of Route 17, slightly 
morę than a mile west of the village of 
Addison. There's also a parking area 
north of Route 17 on the east side of the 
bridge Crossing the creek. 

Go in early October for Canada geese, 
mid-month for snów geese. Shorebirds 
are often seen in September, and ducks 
go through the area at different times. 
Some hawks may be seen virtually year- 
round. 

The best way to find out what birdlife 
is at the refuge is to cali the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife offices in Essex Junc- 
tion at (802) 878-1564 or wildlife techni- 
cian Joseph Campbell at the refuge: (802) 
759-2398. ^ 
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ASTRIDE THE MAGIC HORSE 

Continued from page 53 

Korean-born pianist Chonghyo Shin. 
Shin, who is now the dean of faculty at 
Brattleboro Musie School, is respected, 
among other things, for her ability to 
work with children. 

Mrs. Shin was immediately struck 
by Ignat's brilliance. "He had a little 
trouble making his fingers behave. But 
he was very ambitious. And he was 
able to hear everything with such sen- 
sitivity! He felt the musie very deeply. 
Sometimes he would stop what he was 
playing and say Tsn't this the most 
beautiful harmony?' That's a very un- 
usual thing for a child to do." 

Once the Solzhenitsyns realized that 
their son had a musical gift, they did 
everything possible to develop it. 
When Mrs. Solzhenitsyn expressed 
concern that Ignat had started study- 
ing piano too late, Mrs. Shin suggested 
he stop attending school. 

"He had already advanced far be- 
yond his classmates," she recalls. 

I "There was nothing for him to learn, 
except to play with other children. 
And for that, he had two brothers at 
home." 

For the next three years, Ignat and 
■ his grandmother traveled twice a week 
for lessons at Mrs. Shin's home in 
Northfield, Massachusetts. In his sec- 
ond year of studies with Mrs. Shin, he 
cut bacie his high school attendance to 
four half-days a week. During the sum- 
mers he studied and played on the lush 
campus of Kinhaven Musie School in 
Weston. At Kinhaven, he formed his 
first friendships with people his own 
age who shared his musical interests. 
"An amazing place, almost a paradise," 
Ignat calls it now, thinking wistfully 
of afternoon soccer games near the 
camp's marshy pond, and evenings 
singing madrigals, gathered with his 
friends around a big rock looking out 
over the mountains. 

Once he started working with 
Chonghyo Shin, Ignat madę extraordi- 
nary progress. In 1983, at the age of 
eleven, he madę his debut as a soloist, 
playing Beethoven's Piano Concerto 
No. 2 with the Windham Community 
Orchestra in Saxtons River and Brat¬ 
tleboro. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn madę 
one of his few public appearances at 
the Brattleboro concert, which took 
place, coincidentally, on the author's 
65th birthday. Solzhenitsyn^ usually 
intense countenance crinkled into 


smiles as he listened to his son play. 

Soon after his debut, Ignat resumed 
studies with Luis Batlle. "He was like 
a little puppy," Batlle says, smiling at 
the memory of his protege, so eager for 
every drop of knowledge, so ąuick to 
disappear among the much older stu- 
dents whenever Batlle brought him to 
Marlboro College for lunch. 

"Once I called him at night to 
reschedule his lesson," Batlle recalls. 

"I said, 'Ignat, did I walce you up?' and 
he said, 'No, I'm in bed, but I'm read- 
ing.' He was re-reading War and Peace, 
in Russian, at age 12. This is the lcind 
of education, and the lcind of mind, 
that he had." 

Ignat's life took another turn when 
he left home to study in London with 
Maria Curcio, a student of Artur Schn- 
abel, the Austrian pianist and com- 
poser. He was almost 15 and had fin- 
ished eleven grades in school. It was 
hard to leave his family, he said, "But 
it was a very fruitful time for me." He 
returned to the U.S. at 17 and eventu- 
ally enrolled at Curtis, spending his 
summers as a participant in the Marl¬ 
boro Musie Festival and launching his 
solo career. He also began studying 
conducting, out of a desire to become 
intimately involved in morę than just j 
the piano solo repertoire — to inter- i 
pręt symphonies as well as sonatas. 

Ignat sees his devotion to musie as a 
joy and a privilege. "Musie has no lan- 
guage or culture barriers," he says. "It 
spealcs directly to the heart of every 
human being." He describes perform¬ 
ing as a powerful, almost shattering 
experience. "It's a feeling that doesn't 
occur outside musie for me. You're 
playing musie by a man who died per- 
haps 200 years ago, and yet the beauty 
of his soul is clearly manifested — 
from the grave, so to spealc. It's an ex- 
traordinary phenomenon. Every con¬ 
cert, if one approaches the musie hon- 
estly and humbly, reveals something 
of the human soul and something of 
the soul of the composer, which is 
transcendent." 

Standing on-stage after his debut in 
Moscow, Ignat knew he was experi- 
encing a pivotal moment in his per- 
sonal life as well as in his musical ca¬ 
reer. He thrilled to the enthusiasm of 
the Russian audience, undisturbed by 
the fact that he shared the first ap- 
plause with his absent father. By the 
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Tea Poom • Qift Shop 
Bed <& Breakfast 



Come enjoy the charms of 


teatime in out lovely Victorian 
home and be enchanted by out 
aelection of fine gifta. 

Be out gueat and treat youraelf 
to the hmirioua hoapitality 
of out Bed and Breakfaat auite. 


RR1 - Boa 31A, Chester, VT 05143 
Located just off The Qreen 
(802)875-4767 
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There’s Gold in 
them thar Hills. 



Hop aboard the Stratton Gondola 
for an incredible 4-state panoramie 
view. And bring your camera! Autumn 
scenie flights “leaf” every minutę, 9:30 
to 4:15 daily kil October 9, weather 
permitting. Closed Wednesdays. 

For details, cali 1/800-STRATTON. 




Stfottbn 


YERMONT 
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ASTRIDE THE MAGIC HORSE 


A Festival To Rival Autumns Beauty 
Yermont Symphony Orchestra 



The VSO tours eleven communi- 
ties cluring 1995 peak foliage 
season, with musie to make 
each evening as colorful as 
the day. Join Kate Tamarkin, 
the Orchestra, and violinist 
Isabella Lippi in perfor- 
mances which include 
Mozart’s Violin Concerto 
No. 5, the Dvorak Serenacle 
for Strings and a new work 
by Middlebury composei 
Su Tan. 


Make your plans now to join 
the VSO for its 1995 Madę in 
Vermont Musie Festival. Cali 
the VSO at 802-864-5741 for 
information and tickets. 


N/IOLINIST 
ISABELLA LIPPI 


The 1995 
Madę in 
Yermont 
Musie Festiyal 

September 21 
Randolph 

September 22 
Barre 

September 23 
Newport 

September 24 
St. Johnsbury 

September 28 
Middlebury 

September 29 
Johnson 

September 30 
Springfield 

October 1 
Dartmouth 

October 5 
Rutland 

October 6 
Bennington 

October 7 
Manchester 


This is ;i preliminary Schedule. Dates and program suhject to ehange. 
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Yon JJ 3,1*^011. S FineDiamondsandJewelry 
Church St., Burlington, VT • Stratton Mtn., VT • Springfield, VT 1-800-841-8820 
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time he finished playing, he knew the 
applause was all for him. He spoke 
about it later: "Everyone is a reflection 
of his parents to some extent — even 
morę so when one's father is a world- 
famous figurę who stands for certain 
ideas and beliefs. But that awareness 
doesn't necessarily lead to conflicts. 
It's just part of who I am." 

Last April, Ignat performed in con- 
cert at Green Mountain Union High 
School in Chester, in the auditorium 
where he'd first performed in 1987 at 
the age of 14. The concert was sold 
out, and additional chairs were set up 
in the aisles and on the stage, clus- 
tered around the piano. There were 
standing ovations after every piece. Af- 
ter the concert, Ignat was congratu- 
lated backstage by friends and men- 
tors. His high school English teacher, 
Ruth Harvie, was there, and his former 
teachers Batlle and Shin. His brothers 
were also there, greeting their own 
Vermont friends and teachers. 

"It was a very special recital for me 
to play," Ignat said afterward. "It was 
morę than just a concert, it was a 
homecoming." 

Every so often, Ignat confides, he 
finds himself at a black-tie reception 
in some far-flung city, longing for the 
down-to-earth wisdom he encountered 
in his home State. "Most of the people 
that I lcnow in Vermont live a very real 
life. Whether it's because of a strong 
connection to the earth, the harsh 
winters — they tend to have a great 
deal of wisdom and common sense. 
There are people I know who have 
never left the State, who seem to have 
a greater understanding of what life is 
about than you often find in high soci- 
ety circles in London or New York." 

For now, Ignat's path is leading from 
Vermont into the wider world. He and 
his brothers return when they can to 
their home in Cavendish. But now 
that the elder Solzhenitsyns have re- 
tumed to Russia, the family center has 
shifted to Moscow. Will Ignat ever 
make his home in Russia? "It's impos- 
sible to say what will happen in the fu¬ 
turę," he says. "But I know that the 
love and connection I feel for Vermont 
will always remain." 


Writer Susan Keese lives in Newfane. She 
wrote about the Marlboro Musie Festival 
in our Summer 1994 issue. 
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The Family Farm, 
Rutland Town, 1944 


By Charles Fish 



N ORTH OF THE 
city of Rutland, 
on the east side 
of U.S. Route 7, the 
house still stands, 
large, two-story, 
white, with kitchen 
ell and attached barns. 

Built in the 1840s, it 
stood so close to the 
original house that 
when it was finished, 
the family passed 
some of the furniture 
from window to win- 
dow. The old house 
was torn down, and 
the new one remained 
morę or less un- 
changed until about 
1900, when my great- 
grandfather, William 
Lester, added a wrap- 
around porch, re- 
placed the small-paned Windows with 
large panes, added the stamped-tin 
ceiling and, to the regret of his descen- 
dants, removed the fireplace and 
Dutch oven. 

Recalling the compact diversity of 
life sheltered by this succession of 
roofs, in memory I am a child again, it 
is the summer of 1944, when I turned 
eight, and I walk through the house. 

I enter the front door, used only for 
funerals, and step into a hallway lined 


the evening Grand- 
mother reads the Bibie 
and does her needle- 
work. Next I enter the 
dining room with its 
oak table that holds 
us all at Thanksgiy- 
ing, the mapie butler's 
desie, the bay window 
with its sąuares of col- 
ored glass and Grand- 
mother's plants — in- 
cluding the cactus 
nearly as old as she is. 
In this room are the 
dent in the tin ceiling 
where Uncle Sherwin 
as a boy bumped 
when tossed in a blan- 
ket, and the closet 
with its checkers, 
books, and the decep- 
tive candy tin with a 
jack-in-the-box to 
jump at me when I open it. Morę than 
birthdays, morę than Christmas, it 
was Thanksgiving in this room that 
imprinted on my heart an image of 
family felicity, uniting the generations 
in storytelling and laughter. 

Several of the doors are extra wide. 
Years later, in Grandmother's reminis- 
cences, I will read that the founder 
wanted them wide enough to admit 
big bags of wool to be stored in the at- 
tic. It took a carpenter all winter to 


The farm house , in the days when the big elm lived and the road 
that became Route 7 was still dirt. 

with the photographs of my ancestors, 
including the founder, Flenry Lester, 
and his wife. I pass into the parlor, 
which holds the piano, morę pho¬ 
tographs, the antiąue curly-maple sec- 
retary desk (madę beyond memory by 
someone in the family), the tree at 
Christmas, and the casket when some¬ 
one dies. Uncle Milo will lie here a 
few years later, and the family will 
gather to say good-bye. The parlor 
opens into the living room, where in 
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make them. From the dining room I go 
to the kitchen with its oiled mapie 
floor, the soapstone sink and old iron 
faucets that snap with electricity dur- 
ing thunderstorms, the cast-iron wood- 
burning cookstove, the woodbox big 
enough for Uncle Sherwin to nap on 
after midday dinner, and the rocker 
where Uncle Milo dozes in the 
evening. Off the kitchen is the bath- 
room with its soldered tin tub that 
grips the skin. From the kitchen I turn 
right (or south) into the storeroom fuli 
of baskets, boxes, and tools, then 
into two bays that house the 
car and the International 
pickup, and from there 
into the horse barn, 
which holds a work- 
bench as well as 
horses and where 
Uncle Milo, if 
urged, will lift the 
great anvil with one 
hand, a hand mea- 
suring 11 inches 
from thumb to little 
finger. 

Along the way, I 
have missed the bed- 
room where Grand- 
mother, a widów, sleeps 
alone and where, on an old 
wooden chest, milk-paint red, she 
keeps a tray with tortoise-shell combs 
and long strings of beads, blue, green, 
and black; the room where her brother, 
my uncle Milo, a bachelor, sleeps 
alone,- the pantry, whose old wooden 
cupboards hołd the dishes, pots, and 
pans; and the unheated back pantry, 
cold storage in winter, on whose open 
shelves lie a hundred oddments. 

I have missed, too, the second floor, 
home of Uncle Sherwin, Aunt Ellrena, 
and their two sons, Larry and Gareth; 
and the great attic with its pegged roof 
rafters and its chests of old papers, 
books, and clothes; and beneath it all 
the dirt-floored cellar, cool and dark, 
with the big round wood furnace, the 
potato bin, the jars of canned goods 
and, under some boards, water faintly 
glimmering, the dug well that supplies 
the house. 

Standing at the horse-barn door, I 
can see the house, the road, and, across 
the road, the cow barn, but at the end 
of the driveway, nearer and morę com- 
manding, is the giant elm, older than 


the family's possession of the land. It 
is the farm's most conspicuous land- 
mark and one of the largest elms in 
the State, home at various times to 
golden orioles, red sąuirrels, and bees, 
a hitching post for breaking colts in 
the early days of the farm, and shade 
for tramps when the country was filled 
with wandering men. At its death in 
1983, a victim of the Dutch elm dis- 
ease that will take all but two of the 
21 elms on the farm, it will be 200 
years old, 100 feet tali, and 8 feet in di- 
ameter. At certain angles of the 
sun, it shades an acre of 
ground. 

Turning east away 
from the tree and road, 
I go behind the horse 
barn to the attached 
pigpens where I 
have watched my 
uncle shoot rats 
with a .22 revolver. 
Farther into the 
field stand the old 
corn barn and an- 
other pigpen. Turn¬ 
ing north, behind the 
house, I see the hen- 
house where I some- 
times take eggs from re- 
luctant hens that peck my 
hand. Along the north side of the 
house, heading back toward the road, I 
pass, at the edge of the field, Grand- 
motheris flower garden, a surprising 
burst of splendor in a setting of severe 
practicality. 

When Grandmother was a child, the 
only vehicles on the road were horse- 
drawn. The road was friendly then ; it 
imrited visitors and madę it possible to 
go to town. It had attracted the founder 
and his wife in 1836 when, as Grand¬ 
mother said, they "left their home in 
the wilderness of Chittenden, where 
they lived ten miles from any neigh- 
bor." Rutland was a smali village then, 
but as it grew into a city, the country 
road grew into a State highway, and in 
1931, five years before I was born, it 
was paved. By 1944 it is still the vital 
link to the world beyond, but it is no 
longer friendly. Dogs and cats are 
killed there,* the elderly and children 
are in constant danger. 

I cross the road. Facing me is the big 
red barn that William Lester, my great- 
grandfather, son of the founder, built 
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in 1882, marking the datę and his ini- 
tials on the door in nails still to be 
seen. The door slides to the right to al- 
low hay trucks and wagons to enter. 
Sawdust bins and calf pens linę one 
wali; along the other and above are the 
great storage mows for hay. Overhead I 
have tested my courage and balance by 
walking the open beams spanning the 
loft. 

There has been blood here. Remov- 
ing a floorboard reveals an iron strap 
under which, at butchering, Uncle 
Sherwin tied a cow's halter ropę, 
pulling her nose to the floor. I heard 
the thwock of the maul on the head. I 
saw the animal slump to her lcnees. 
The throat opened to the jab and slice 
of the double-edged sticking knife, and 
the torrent of the brightest red I ever 
saw poured through the floor for the 
rats. Minutes later the cow was hang- 
ing from a yoke through her ham- 
strings, the head severed. Soon she was 
disemboweled and skinned. The wind- 
lass that raised her was rigged by my 
great-grandfather. 

At a corner of the main barn I come 
to the siło, where I draw a breath of 
corn ensilage vapor, moist, hot, and 
sweetly rank. I enter the stable, an ell 
off the south side of the big barn. To 
the right, mounted on the wali, is the 
vacuum pump that runs the Empire 
milking machines. Everything is 
rhythmic and measured here, the 
breathing of the cows tied in their 
stanchions, their lazy chewing, the 
slurping of their muzzles in the water 
bowls, the milking-machine cups 
pulling at the heavy bags, the calf 
sucking my fingers as I teach it to 
drink from a pail, the bumping of the 
wooden wheels of the old ensilage cart 
as it comes down the incline to the al- 
ley in front of the cows, even the 
process of digestion with its periodic 
discharge of urine and manure. My job 
is to walk along with a hoe, scraping 
the splatters into the gutter and pulling 
sawdust back to absorb the moisture. 

I walk the length of the stable be- 
hind the cows to the creamery where 
the 40-quart milk cans wait in the 
cooler for Uncle Sherwin to take them 
to the dairy. Years before, the cans 
cooled in the watering trough where 
on certain days in the summer, and al- 
ways on the Fourth of July, a water- 
melon would float. The creamery 
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smells faintly of milk and strongly of 
the iodine cleanser used on pails and 
cans, a clean smell. Farmers are not 
yet reąuired to storę their milk in bulk 
tanks, expensive machines the need 
for which will destroy many smali 
Vermont farms. 

The creamery door opens to the 
barnyard, part of which is enclosed by 
the two barns and a fence. Here the 
cows gather to enter the stable, and 
the ground is sticky with manure. 
Here the buli is let out to exercise and 
get some air. Across the bamyard 
to the south of the stable is 
the machinery shed, and 
beyond is the lane lead- 
ing to the path under 
the bridge where the 
cows cross to the 
east side of the road. 

The bridge is 
open, modern, con- 
crete; but not 
many years before 
it was covered and 
wooden, known as 
the Lester bridge, 
and was just one of 
four over this river, 

East Creek, all built by 
one man between 1849 
and 1876. All are now gone, 
destroyed by flood or replaced by 
modem structures. 

I come to the hole beneath the bridge 
where one day, as Grandmother 
watched, I found myself suddenly and 
wonderfully swimming, dog-paddling 
my way from one side to the other. 
Upstream there is a deeper, broader 
pool the farm calls the old swimming 
hole, with a strip of sand on one side, 
on the other a fiat black rock, hot in 
the sun, and, in between, a stretch of 
smooth water covering, as a veil, un- 
certain recesses and indeterminate 
shadows. I have caught fish in the 
river, dace and red-finned salmon. 
There are trout, too, but they are for 
the skill of later years. I have seen the 
blue flash of a kingfisher as it snatched 
a fish from the water, and I have seen 
mink play along the bank in rapid un- 
dulations. 

Walking east along the edge of pas- 
ture and stream, I come to the big rock 
meadow where an abrupt outcropping 
provides a place to climb and pienie. 
Even to my mind as a boy, the rock 


suggests permanence or, as I will later 
think, an anchor binding the shifting 
surface of the farm to the earth's core. 
The smooth face of the west side re- 
veals the hand of man, for here were 
blasted off foundation stones for the 
house. I turn to the north along a 
smaller brook, which marks the east 
boundary of the farm. I come to a hill, 
the sugarbush. Each spring Uncle Sher- 
win and Uncle Milo make mapie syrup 
in an ancient wooden sugarhouse at 
the edge of the woods, collecting the 
sap in a large tank drawn on a 
sled by two horses, the last 
team but one in this era of 
tractors and trucks. 

Grandmother and 
my great-uncles were 
alive at the very 
turning point of 
modern mechaniza- 
tion, born before 
roads knew a single 
automobile or 
farms a truck. I was 
born into the 
thinnest shadows of 
the vanishing era, and 
it is not an old horse 
that connects me with 
my youth but an old trac- 
tor, a John Deere, which will 
be new on the farm when I work 
there in high school, rebuilt thirty-six 
years later, and still in use. 

From the back of the sugar woods, I 
can see, in the valley to the east, the 
farm my father wanted to buy and 
where I might have spent my child- 
hood; a dispute over a meadow killed 
the sale. Descending the sugar-woods 
hill along the north boundary, I come 
to the hemlock spring, with its enam- 
eled ladle and never-failing flow of wa¬ 
ter at the roots of an old tree. The 
spring is neither wide nor deep, but in 
my mind it leads down by inaccessible 
passages to some dark realm. 

I cannot describe it, but even as a 
child there are points of concentration 
where, as in the gathering of the sun's 
power by a magnifying glass, family 
talk has distilled the various essences 
of the life of the farm. The spring is 
one. The big rock is another, as are the 
swimming hole, the hayloft, the sta- 
bles, the kitchen, the cedar swamp, 
and the meadow brook. 

I cross the fiat along the north linę, a 
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barbed-wire fence dividing a field. Un- 
like a stream or tree linę, this bound- 
ary appears to be perfectly arbitrary. 
The land on one side is indistinguish- 
able from that on the other, and I see 
no reason why Uncle Milo should not 
own it all. I will later learn that the 
founder did own it all, but divided it 
between his two sons, and from one of 
them the north half passed out of the 
family. It is very elear in my mind that 
it does belong to someone else, and I 
already see, if dimly, that the farnTs 
sense of itself reąuires a keen and for- 
mal recognition of boundaries, as if it 
cannot define what it is without know- 
ing what it is not. 

Continuing west across the road and 
another field, I come to the edge of the 
cedar swamp that lies on the neigh- 
bor's land to the north. I have ventured 
into it, but not often or far. It is dark 
and alien, unlike any other terrain in 
the valley, and I have no sense of its 
other extremities. In my imagination 
it could go on forever, and its very in- 
accessibility constitutes for me its en- 
during power. 

Skirting the swamp, I come to the 
meadow broolc that flows out of it, so 
smali I can jump it and so gentle that 
its pools and undercut banks survive 
from year to year, sheltering brook 
trout in a contained world of illusory 
permanence. I gazę into it. I will come 
to know wilder waters, but in no con- 
templation of river or sea will I ever so 
completely lose myself. 

The west boundary lies beyond the 
brook where the meadow yields to the 
slope of a rocky, juniper-strewn pas- 
ture. The pasture has a distinctive 
ąuality because it belongs to a farm — 
150 acres, mostly hillside — of another 
great-uncle, Henry Lester. It seems 
that Uncle Milo's farm — its spirit I 
might later say — flows in diminish- 
ing waves up the hillside, whereas 
against other adjoining property it 
stops abruptly as against a dike. 

It is the far side of the valley. I can 
loolc back east across the meadow, 
past the barn and the house and the 
field beyond, to the big rock meadow 
and the sugarbush, and farther still to 
blue hills and mountains. I see Pico, 
the mountain that, with Killington 
and Shrewsbury, dominates the rangę 
that divides the State, east from west. 
Generations ago the founder's eyes 
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saw the varied topography as evidence 
of God's wise design, necessary for wa- 
ter to flow and gather and for the land 
to produce a variety of plants and trees. 
Up there is the farm's summer pas- 
ture, 125 acres of open and wooded 
hillside, nine miles away by dirt road 
from the back or east side of the farm. 
Each spring the young stock are herded 
up there ; each fali they are herded 
back. I have walked it with them. 

I head south now to the river across 
which is the 50-acre farm that once be- 
longed to the third great-uncle, Walter 
Lester, known as Uncle Bub; it is out 
of the family now and means little to 
me. I know that as the river leaves the 
farm it turns and flows south into the 
city, but it is vaguely disturbing that it 
should do so. It is not a city stream. It 
belongs to the farm. That it flows from 
the mountains down to the farm is 
less anomalous, perhaps because in 
flood it brings some of the wildness of 
woods to the valley floor. 

The farm is nothing if not an artful 
form, the farmer, as the founder said, 
having "conąuered by indomitable en- 
ergy and perseverance the savage 
beasts, the savage men, the savage 
wilderness, and the morę than savage 
clime." But, morę obviously than in 
man's other arts, the matter is the nat- 
ural world, ever ready to re-establish 
its primitive condition. 

A short trek east along the river 
brings me back to the highway and the 
concrete bridge. I walk under the 
bridge along the edge of the pasture to- 
ward the house, having circumambu- 
lated this bounded, cultivated patch of 
earth, legał and physical testimony to 
the faith of the founder and those be- 
fore and after who believed that "the 
supreme being madę the earth for the 
use of man." Cars go by on the road. 
They pass through the farm, but they 
are not of it. In them are people who 
do not belong here. c ^ > 


Charles Fish was born in Rutland. He 
now lives in Dummerston and teaches 
English at Western New England College 
in Springfield, Massachusetts. This article 
was adapted from his book, In Good 
Hands: The Keeping of a Family Farm, 
published in May 1995 by Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux. The farm is still in the fam¬ 
ily, run now with business partner Tim 
Perry, selling vegtables at its own road- 
side stand. 
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ternet address: 

http://www.cit.state.vt.us/vtlife/index.htm 


FILION S GREENHOUSE 

RR #1 Box 358 • Salisbury, VT 05769 


Capture the smell 
of Christmas in 
Vermont with a 
freshly hand- 
made balsam 
wreath madę 
in our shop by 
our creative 
staff. 

$24.95 

includes shipping. 



1-800-639-7896 


Each 24" wreath is 
decorated with 
locally gathered 
pine cones, crab 
apples and holly 
berries; and a 
handmade 
red bow. 

VISA 

MASTERCARD 
DISCOYER 


The Vermont Apple Baker 


Add cinnamon and 
mapie syrup, pop in 
oven or microwave for a 
scrumptious dessert. 



From 

Stone Soldier 

POTTERY 



$30.00/set orz appie oaker 
$25.00/syrup pitcher postage paid 
M/C, VISA, Check Catalogue on Rcqucs! 


P.O. Box 286, 
Tacksonville, VT 05342 
(802)-368-7077 
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KingArjhur. Flour. 

Baker's Storę 



Home bakers nationwide rely on the expertly selected 
tools, ingredients (including whole grains, specialty 
flours and sourdough starters), utensils, and books 
from the King Arthur Flour company. While in 
yennont, visit The King Arthur Flour Baker's Storę 
— headąuarters of the nation's oldest flour company 
and playground for the home baking enthusiast. 


While in Vermont, visit The Baker's Storę 
Route 5 South in Norwich, Vermont 05055 

Can't stop by? Cali 1-800-777-4434 for a free copy of 
The King Arthur Flour Baker's Catalogue. 


Grafton Village 
Cheese Company 

Premium Vermont Cheddar 

Award-winning Classic Rcserve 
cwo-year-old Vermont cheddar is 
entirely hand madę and hand waxed. Winner 
of numerous awards, this cheese is an 
excellent choice for rhe Holiday season 
and gift baskets. 

Cali 1-800-472-3866 for free catalog. 



OUTSTANDING CHEESE 
of 1993 and 1994 
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“Vermont’s Premier 
Christmas Storę” 

1-800-834-5036 


Credit Card #:-Exp- 

Visa MC Discover— AmEx— or, I have enclosed 

a check for $-for each egg indicated at right 


Name. 


(Śtreet address only for UPS shipping) 

City/State/Zip- 

Mail to: CHRISTMAS DAYS 
RD2, Box 2490 Arlington, VT 05250 
orcall toll-free: 1-800-834-5036 


“Edies Eggs” 

HANDPAINTED IN VKRMONT 
lndiuidually hand-painted blowti eggs 
feature a variety of lovely Vermont 
naturę sceties. 

A unique gift! 

A wonderful keepsake! 



(Indicate qty. if ordering morę than 
one of same design) 
Covered Bridge— Deer— 
Chickadee— Cardinal— 
$17.95 for each egg 
includes gift box and UPS shipping. 
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Grafton 
Yillage 
Apple co. 

GOOD THINGS TO EAT 
FROM VERMONT 

703 MAIN ST. 
WESTON, VT 05161 


For hassle-free holiday shopping, 
choose from our wide selection 
of the finest Vermont specialty 
foods, gift baskets, pure mapie 
syrup, cheddar cheese, smoked 
meats, and apples. 

Cali for a free catalog. 

Special Offer — Vermont Mapie 

House — a colorful log cabin tin 
replica of our sugar house filled 
with 16.9 oz. 100% pure Grade A 
mapie syrup. Only $13.95 
delivered — mail check or cali 
toll free for credit card orders. 

1-800-843-4822. 
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CREATE YOUR OWN GIFTPACK 

Choose among our many delidous mapie products 
and give a taste of Vermont this holiday season. 


THE GIFTEYERYONE LOYES TO GET\ 


Cali or write for FREE brochure 1-800-845-2733 
In Vt. cali 802-744-2733 Fax 802-744-MAPL 

Visa/MC accepted. We ship anywhere. 


Pure Vermont Mapie 
Syrup • Candy 


COUTURE S MAPLE SHOP RR 1 Box 147 Westfield VT 05874 • LOCATED ON ROUTE 100 _J 



Tough Travelef® 

KidSYSTEMS 1 


De Luxe Child Carrier Backpacks, 

Designed & Manufactured in the United States for the 
Comfort of Children & Parents. Available in Outdoor 
Stores, Baby Stores, & Mail Order. 5 Models, plus 
Rain/Sun Hood™, Songster™ (new carrier backpack/diaper bag), stirrups, and 
children’s backpacks, sleeping bag, & soft luggage available. 


1-800-Go-Tough. 
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.I^nter the enchanting world of a 
Vermont dairy farm on a long 
summer day. Be enthralled by all 
its wonder from noisy tractors and 
dump trucks to newborn calves. 


order send $19.95 plus $3.50 s 
RR 1, Box 245 E. Hardwick, 
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Tfc if VT, NH, ME & MA available. VISA/MC , 

KAILROAD MEDALS silver * 29 - 95 Bronze $n95 tt-oosm- 

Rai|road Books videos & Gifts Free catalog . 



ma 


SMITH-THOMPSON 
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LAOGHING MOUHTAfN FARA1 


Gift Baskets from Yermont 


Gourmet Products from Vermont 
make perfect gifts. We offer a 
selection of the finest Vermont 
specialties carefully packed in 
beautifully trimmed gift baskets. 


SHARE THE WHOLESOME GOODNESS OF THE FINEST OUALITY 
VERMONT GOURMET PRODUCTS 

Free Brochure 

LAOGMING MOONTAIN FAK.M 

RR#2 Box 162 • East Wallingford Vt. 05742 

1-800-396-6233 


WILL MOSES 

Wrmont Christmas 



Will Moses 

PUZZLES 

Hours of fun for everyone! 
“Vermont Christmas Puzzle,” 
a 1000 piece puzzle by Will 
Moses, finished size 23" x 
29". $16.50 plus $3.50 ship¬ 
ping; NYS residents add sales 
tax. 

Mt. Nebo Gallery 
243 Grandma Moses Rd., 
Eagle Bridge, NY 12057 
1-800-328-6326 

free color brochure (wailable 
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Uncle Dave’s Sauces 
and Windowsill Herb Garden 

| A tasteful recyclabie gtftlfrafc keeps on growfng! 

19 pJ*** *6-45 ©łilpplng & handling 

Sun Prled Tomato Sasi!, Tex Mex with Plne Nutę, 
and Splcy Peanut Al! Natura! Pieta Sauces 
plus sweet basll, chirc and parsley seeds. 

Just mlx seeds, soli, water, sun and TLC! 

5% of profit donated to the Wellness Communłty 

Cali 1-300-730-5605 to order 

F»x 1-302-297-1533 
VMMC 

Yermont Country Treasuree, 3ox 536,Stratton Mountaln, VT 05155 
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“Send a Bit ofthe Yermont Woods 
for Christmas” 

Fresh, fragrant 22" Balsam Wreath with red velvet bow, cones 
and berries. $25.00 ppd. within the Continental U.S. Please 
add $10 for shipment to Alaska and Hawaii. Quantity 
discount rates available for the Perfect Business Gift! 
Also, garland, centerpieces, trees, dried flower wreaths, 
Vermont mapie syrup & cheddar cheese. Free Brochure. 

Northeast Kingdom Balsam 

Dept. VL95, W. Glover, VT 05875 
VISA/MC (800) 322-YULE 
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Caitdle Making 
Supplies 

The Candlemaker’s Cupboard has 
all the supplies you need to mold, 
dip or roli candles. To receive our 
free catalog, cali or write: 

The Candle Mili 

P.O. Box 248, 

E. Arlington, VT 05252 
1-800-772-3759 or 802-375-6068 




The Best Smoked Trout 
Comes From Vermont! 

• Two delicious fillets. 

• Mapie cured in Vermont. 

• All natural, farm-raised. 

• Satisfaction Guaranteed. 

• $15.95 including FedEx delivery. 

800 - 813-2767 Dept. 6010 

. r | l ETfREE Color Catalog 
i X^(^VVtiTU>Snlp of America’s very best 
farm-fresh food and 
^ y 4* flowers! 

91 Ethan Allen Dr., So. Burlington, VT 05403 
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SEND a VERM()NT 
BREAKFAST 
for the HOLIDAYS 

An old fashioned Vermont 
breakfast for 4 to 6. Taste 
tantalizing Mapie Syrup over a 
stack of buttermilk pancakes 
with clover honey and home- 
made conserve. Vermont’s 
finest! $29.95 plus $5.00 S&H. 
Add over 1 lb. of Canadian 
sliced bacon and wholegrain 
bran muffin mix for $38.95 
plus $6.50 S&H. 


P.O. Box 113. N. Fcrrisburgh, VT 05473 

To order or for free brochure please cali 1-800-457-5553. YISA/MC. 


Polartek® Accessories Crafted With Quality 


ZASTRUGA® 


HATS»MITTENS*PULLOVERS*HEADBANDS*BLANKETS*AND MORĘ 



Stay warm this winter in 
our most popular stvle. s ^ 

Child $18.95 
Adult $22.95 

plus shipping 

TO ORDER CALL 
802*878*2304 
Ask for our free brochure 



Goggle pouch 
with your order 

$5.95 Value 


ZASTRUGA P.O. BOX 1008 WILLISTON, VT 05495 
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An ovemight sensation that took 
500 million years to create. 


Hand-cut Vermont marble vases - 
no two are alike! 5"-9" tali. s 29.95 
includes shipping. For other Wood 
& Signs specialties (hand-carved 
signs for home & 
business and 
morę uniquely 
Vermont gifts), 
cali or write for 
free brochure. 


Wood & Signs 
802 • 362 • 2386 
Route 7 East Dorset, VT 05253 




Wood, 
Q ancb 
Ciigns 
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WHAT’S NEWEST IN VERMONT? 

THE VERMONT TARTAN^jlMir 

This beautifuł plaid captures ^pgfBPmade hs?otiand. 
Vermont’s seasons—the $ 22^0 postage pa^d 

greens of spring and exciusiveiy from 

summer, red and /n/ I /I | f", W 

gold of autumn, UUrllMll 

withatouchof 

CENTRE 

PO. Box 114. West Main Street 
• jf Wiimi^ton, VT^63 

Fine woolens sińce 1968. Brochure on reguest. 


Send a unique Christmas Gift 

\ . A VERMONT BALSAM 

JgŁ TREE or WREATH 

6-7 foot Balsam Tree $44.95 
22" (O.D.) Balsam Wreath $26.95 

West of the Mississippi add $4.00 

Elysian Hills Tree Farm 

RR5 Box 452, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
802-257-0233 
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McWAYNE 

JEWELERS 


Manchester's Oldest Jewelry Storę 
Corner of Main & Bonnet Streets 
(next to Northshire Bookstore) 
Manchester Center, Vermont 
Monday — Saturday 9-5 

Timothy Peter Powden 
Graduate Gemologist 
Seventh Generation Jeweler 

802-362-1257 or 1-800-305-8328 

"Make it Special.. .Make it McWayne's" 


Vermont Recipes 

Invite Vermont into your own 
kitchen with this delightful collec- 
tion of morę than 100 simple-to- 
prepare recipes from Addison 
Countys leading chefs. 

Available at fine bookstores and 
gift shops or cali 

1-800-SEE-VERMONT 

$12.95 plus tax & shipping 
ISBN 0-9645761-0-4 

Addison County 
Chamber of Commerce, 

2 Court Street, Middlebury, VT 05753 
T. 802-388-7951/F. 802-388-8066 


Classic Yermont Memories 


VERMONT COVERED BRIDGE 
CHARM 

Now available in two styles — 
the Wolcott Railroad Bridge (left) 
and the Arlington Cooered Bridge 
(right) 

Sterling Silver $35,14K Gold $185 
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VERMONT FOLK ART 
ADVENT TREE 

Completely hand crafted from wood, this 
Advent Tree will become a family heirloom. 
Draw an ornament from the red velvet sack 
and place it on the tree each day in December 
preceding Christmas. A unique wedding or 
Christmas present. 10 1/2 inches tali. 
$68.00 plus shipping. 



RR 2 2715 Yergennes, Yermont 05491 

802-877-2747(ln VI.) 8WM4CRAFT 






To introduce you to our 
whimsical linę of “mice” 
products (cards, clothing, 
mats, magnets, stickers 
and morę!) we'd like to 
send you 8 of our most 
popular notecards (a $5.50 
value!) and our fuli color 
1995 Gift Catalog (burst- 
ing with special offers.) 
Please enclose $1.95 for 
postage and handling. 

New customers only. 

Limit 1 percustomer. 

House-Mouse Designs 

P.O. Box 48R 
Williston, VT 05495-0048 
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Mapie Roasted 
and Applewood 
Smoked Nuts 

Chipotle Pecans! 

Samplers, Gift and 
Corporate Packages 

Free Catalog 
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If Vermont is your flrst love 
and Knitting is your second, 

(or vice versa) 


This sweater is a must for you! 
Presenting in limited edition: Sweater #1 
of the Yermont Woodland Series. 
Available in kit form only, for chest sizes 
30-40. Recommended for experienced 
knitters. Kit includesyarn (100% virgin 
wool), instructions, graphs and designer 
label. $97.50 postage included. 

(Yermont Residents add 5% sales tax.) 


Check or money 
order to: RR# 1. 

Box 156C, Irasburg 
Yermont 05845 



an <2 x2 

OESICNS 




Elegant handcrafted pewter oil lamps, candlesticks, 
vases, tableware and baby gifts. For a fuli color 
catalog cali (800)222-5260. 

t 

PO Box 828 DANFORTH 

Middlebury, Vermont 05753 PEWTERERS 
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Yermont Autumn on Yideo 


“A dazzling trip through spectacular autumn foliage” 

Our new video, Vermont, Autumn Trails and Covered Bridges, 
will take you through some of the most beautiful autumn 
scenery in the world. You’11 visit towns and cities on three 
“foliage trips” during the peak of autumn color, take a train ride, 
watch cider being madę, visit a harvest festival and stop at town 
parks, waterfalls, and many covered bridges. 50 min. 


VISA/MC/Check/Money Order $19.95 + $3.50 S&H 
(Yermonters add 5% sales tax to VT address). 


1-800-996-6927 

P.O. Box 929-B 
Williston, VT 05495 
802-658-6554 



OF YERMONT 



Cali or write for our 
FREE brochure 

802-244-8356 

1-800-686-8783 

RR #2 Box 1447, Waterbury, Yermont 05676 


# Our distinctive chocolates and 
truffles are carefully hand¬ 
crafted & hand-dipped under the 
superuision of Master Pastry 
Chef Albert Kutnin, former 
White House Pastry Chef 

& A suruey in the New York 
Times rated our Truffles as one 
ofthe "preferred" three in the 
United States 

# To assure quality and freshness 
our chocolates are available 
only in our Stores and through 
mail order 

THE ULTIMATE CHOCOLATE 
EXPERIENCE: 25 Tmffle Yańety 
Pack (1 Ib.) $18.95 plus shipping 
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THE BEAUTY OF FOUR SEASONS 

Hand-painted, hand-finished on select cherry or mapie 32 'A” x &A” 
Any season — Village or Farm/Mountain setting 


ło 3i£cł 



This jacąuard beauty is just 
one of ninety-seven 
distinctive men’s bow ties in 
100% silk, plus four morę 
choices in pima cotton. 
Handcrafted in Yermont. 

Cali 800-488-TIES 
Fax 802-388-7808 


Linda Amundsen $125.00 ppd. 

Vermont Door Arches Brochure in color. Other sizes listed. 
RR1 Box 3185; Underhill, VT 05489 Commissions add 25%. 


Please reąuest Oslo #938 $30 
Send for free catalog. 


1-802-899-3409 


Beau Ties Ltd. 

of Yermont 

19 Gorham Lane 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
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TURNABOUT BOARD 

Two-sided, tough, mountain 
mapie camng & serving 
board. 

One of several Vermont- 
made wood products for the 
kitchen and home. Design 
— Craftsmanship — Quality 


.K. Adams Co. 

DORSET. V E R M O N T 052SI 

Visit Our Factory Storę 

Located 4 miles No. of Manchester on Rt. 30 
or phone 802-362-2303 ext. 15 Open 9:00 - 5:30 



In Good Taste of Yermont 


Exquisite Gift Packages 
and specialty foods from 
Vermont. Treat yourself 
or someone else; cali toll 
free 1-800-808-3182 to 
order. Shipping, custom 
orders available for all 
occasions. 


Claudia Venon, Located at 1 Steele Street, 
Burlington Waterfront, VT 05401, (802) 658-3182 
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Button Bay 
Fiber Arts 

y Hats and mittens for boys and girls 
ł Newborn-toddler sizes 
Wool or cotton 
* Variety of colors and designs 
ł Reasonable prices 


Color brochure from: 

Susan Salomon 

Button Bay Fiber Arts, RD3 Box 3947, Vergennes, VT 05491 
800-475-2998 



y.vń\v.v.vvv.v.v.v. , . , .v. 1 .; 
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VERMONT ' 
ANIMAL CCOKIES I 



Ccokies With A Heart.u 




VERMONT 
ANIMAL CCPKIES 

Hand-made animal treats 
for your 4-legged friends 

Peanut butter and honey 

DOPG a?Q?KIES 

Apple-molasses 
FKPRSE and P^PNY 
CWKIES 

Available in 1/2 Ib. bag 
1-lb., 2-lb., 3-lb. buckets 


P.O. Box 815, Woodstock, Vermont 05091 

1-800-969-2725 or 802-457-2725 
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Shirts and Matching Socks 



...A Vermont original. 

A uniąue design. It wraps 
around your back to hug 
you. 

...Comes in white, ash, 
green, as a shirt, sweat or 
dorm-style. 

...Socks, your choice of 
designs: cow, moose, cat, Moose 
dog, pig on skis, and Bear 
others — all uniąue. 



HUG-A-MOOSE 

HUG-A-BEAR 

HUG-A-COW 

HUG-A-CAT 



— GREAT GIFT IDEAS — 
FREE BROCHURE 

P.O. Box 307 
Waterbury Center, VT 
05672 


StampArt Themes. 

Matted ready to frame 
themes include New Eng- 
land States and popular 
Professional series. 
•Lawyers »Doctors 
•Teachers 



A Whodunit 
Thriller. 

Read the short 
story. Assemble 
the jigsaw puzzle 
to solve the mys- 
tery. 

Also .. Tq Kil} a 
Boss . To Kill a 
Husband . Good 
gift for all ages, 
all year round. 

Write for free 
brochure 


P.O. Box 307, Waterbury Center, VT 05672 
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Coid Holiow 

1995 Cider Mili 



COLD HOLLOW CIDER MILL 

offers a bumper crop of Vermont’s 
finest specialty foods. Pure 
Mapie Syrup, Pure Cider Jelly, 
mustards, smoked meats, salsa, 
cheddar cheese, Mclntosh 
Apples, and other uniąue 
products are available through 
our Nation-wide mail order 
service. For a copy of our free 
catalog, write or cali: 

COLD HOLLOW CIDER MILL 
Route 100, PO Box 430 
Waterbury Center, VT 05677 
800-3-APPLES or 802-244-8771 



0 


The Mapled Nut Company 

P.O. Box 418, 

Montgomery Ctr., VT 05471 


u (Sotwpatuf 

Est. 1986 

Purveyors of the Original Mapie Sugared Nuls 

12 oz. of Gourmet Mapie Sugar- 
coated Almonds, Wainuts, 
Cashews and Pecans, 8.45 oz. 
Pure Vermont Mapie Syrup 
and a 9 oz. jar of 
Vermont Harvest Conserve. 

Item # SP-12 $29.50 ppd. 

To order or for our free mailorder 
brochure cali 1-800-726-4661 . 
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V e r m o n t Foods 

* 


The Chicken Tradition 

It’s Not Really Pie, But It’s Still a Culinary Treat 


By Andrea Chesman 
Photographed by Paul O. Boisyert 



A s surely as the mapie leaves turn 
red, fali brings delicious chicken 
pie suppers for those of us who 
travel the community supper route, 
the culinary path that crisscrosses the 
State and leaves few towns unserved. 

Fm not going to put into print where 
I thinlc the best chicken pie in Ver- 
mont can be had. Yes, I thinlc I've 
found it, and Tve enjoyed enough 
church suppers to believe I really 
know. But, I haven't eaten chicken pie 
in every town in the State, and I thinlc 
I should before I make any claims in 
print. Besides, publicizing the best 
supper would probably alter its charac- 
ter forever, and undoubtedly other 
people have their own favorites. 

One I haven't sampled, for example, 
is the chicken pie supper at the Rich¬ 
mond Congregational Church, possi- 
A * bly the most famous in 
Vermont. It hasn't 
HL been for lacie of try- 
ing, however. Last 
year I held ticket 
number 786 in my 
hands for well over 
an hour and a 
half. But it 
seems that 
this well- 
publicized 
event 



The chicken supper is culinary art and Vennont tradition all rolled into one; 
above, in Peacham; below, in Hinesburg. 


[The Burlington Free Press has written 
about it several times) has grown to 
such an extent that the Richmond 
coolcs can't lceep up with the demand. 
Still, I had a very enjoyable time wait- 
ing upstairs in the lovely church, pos- 
sibly the most pleasant waiting area in 
the State. An unusual feature in Rich¬ 
mond is the entertainment — the choir 
leads hymns and patriotic songs. But if 
you don't feel like singing along, 
there's always plenty of good conver- 
sation in the back of the church. 

Another popular supper is Groton's. 


Ticlcets have become very scarce sińce 
a favorable write-up in Yańkee maga- 
zine put it on the tour bus map. And if 
you're heading to the supper at the 
West Hill Methodist Church in its old- 
fashioned setting high in the hills 
above Chelsea, you'd better go early. 

I always assumed that chicken pie 
suppers are a fali phenomenon to take 
advantage of hungry tourists looking 
for an authentic Vermont experience. 
But according to Ida Washington, a 
yeteran of 40 years of chicken pie sup¬ 
pers in Weybridge, this culinary event 
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Enjoy Historie Bennington 
Gateway to Vermont 

Why drive any further for the beauty of 
Vermont? You’11 find special shops and 
friendly merchants, clean, beautiful inns 
^ and motels, a wide variety of wonderful 
restaurants to choose from, a world class 
museum, many opportunities for outdoor 
reereation and the opportunity to take a 
step back in time in historie Old Bennington. 
Bennington truły has something for everyone. 
Join us on your next trip to Vermont. Why drive 
any further when Bennington has it all? 


r 1 <n 



A \ ^ ^ \ 

c Tour 
CĄimntw^ 
Inn d 

Lunches, Dinners, Family Reunions, 
Weddings, Elegant Lodging 

(802) 447-3500 

21 West Road, Old Bennington 
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craftsmarket 



The works of over 400 craftspeople 


jewełry pottery • art 


TASTE o/VERMONT 

GIFT BASKETS • FREE CATALOGUE 
1-800-442-6463 

^open 7 days rte. 7 bennington, vt^ 
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Apple^fBarn 

Country Bakę Shop • Apples • Fresh 
Cider • Specialty Foods • Gift Baskets 
Winę • Hard Cider 

OPEN 8:30-5:00 

Sept. & Oct. til 6:00 

Route 7 South; Bennington, VT 

802 - 447-7780 

SHIPPING AVAILABLE 


Quality Products 

From the * of Southern Yermont Orchards 
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Hanv-ood Hill - Historie Route 7A. 
Bennington, Vermont 802-442-8301 
Sunday - Thursday 5 to 9, 
Friday & Saturday 5 to 10 
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'S D The 

Covered Bridges of 
Vermont Coverlet 

50" x 65" 100% Cotton Double Weave 
Available in: Natural/Cranberry 
Natural/Navy • Natural/Hunter Green 

s 49.95 

SHIPPING & HANDLING INCLUDED 
Vermont residents add 5% tax. VISA/MC/AMEX/DISC. 

- AVAILABLE ONLY AT - 

HISTORICAL SUPPLY CO. 

P.O. Box 12L • North Main St. 
Wilmington, Vermont 05363 
(802) 464-0535 
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evolved in the fali because that's when 
farmers culled from their flocks all the 
old hens that weren't worth feeding 
through the winter. Although that 
doesn't really apply to today's suppers, 
it's what's created the tradition. 

Many tourists have learned that 
chicken pie suppers are the best deal 
around — a fuli meal of chicken and 
gravy, biscuits, mashed potatoes, veg- 
etables, and rolls, with pie and coffee 
for dessert. It isn't the same farę that 
you might get at a four-star resort 
restaurant, but it is the best home 
cooking you're likely to find anywhere. 
All for a very reasonable price. But 
that's also why locals eagerly support 
chicken pie suppers as well. 

At the most congenial chicken pie 
suppers you'11 find a host or hostess 
serving each table and seeing that peo- 
ple introduce themselves to each 
other. Tve met neighbors I barely knew 
before, as well as visitors who spun 
tales of traveling to Katmandu. 

Politicians are eager supporters of 
chicken pie suppers and will often be- 
come the focus of the most lively con- 
yersations. Where else can they find 
such a large, captive audience during 
election season? It is a rare supper that 
doesn't attract all the incumbents and 
contenders in an area, though I've 
never witnessed any aggressive cam- 
paigning. They are there to eat and lis- 
ten — and, occasionally, to pour cof¬ 
fee. If you really want to lcnow where 
the best chicken pies are in your area, 
cali your local politician. 

In Addison County, State senator Liz 
Ready is one of the most faithful of 
chicken pie supper attendees. I asked 
Ready where I might find the best 
chicken pie in Addison County. 'Tve 
given this a lot of thought," she said. 
"You know, I was a selectman before I 
was a senator, so I've eaten a lot of 
chicken dinners." She told me her 
choice for the "very best," but in the 
interests of chicken pie supper preser- 
yation I won't tell you. JTere are some 
of her observations on what makes for 
a great one: "It's all home-cooking. A 
lot of care goes into those suppers. 
People cook like they care. I don't like 
the ones where part of them is catered. 
You know, where the firemen cook 
the chicken, but the macaroni salad is 
bought from the storę. It doesn't taste 
the same." 
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Another person who has strong opin- 
ions about chicken pie suppers is Tom 
Davis, son of the late Governor Deane 
C. Davis. Davis used to run Senator 
Patrick Leahy's Burlington office and 
when he left that job he was honored 
with a catered luncheon featuring 
chicken pie. After 12 years on the 
chicken pie Circuit, he has his opin- 
ions on what makes a good chicken 
pie supper. "First of all," he says, "it's 
chicken pie with no vegetables, just 
chicken." 

Apparently, many people share this 
opinion. Earl LaRose, who has been in 
charge of the Richmond chicken pie 
supper for years, recalls that once 
someone put vegetables in one of the 
pies. "What happened?" I asked. "Oh, 
it didn't sell too well," he responded 
dryly. 

Beyond vegetables, according to 
Davis, "There should be lots and lots 
of potatoes and enough gravy to linę 
your arteries." 

I think that the hallmark of a good 
church supper is whether or not you 


find homemade piekłeś in a dish on 
the table or something unexpected, 
such as cranberry sauce. When you see 
something extra on the table, perhaps 
some date-nut bread or banana bread 
in a basket, or sliced tomatoes in a 
fresh basil dressing, you know you are 
about to be fed by cooks who really 
care about what they serve. 

Take the chicken pie at the Wey- 
bridge Congregational Church. Ac¬ 
cording to Ida Washington, "In Wey- 
bridge, if you are a newcomer, you 
might be asked to make the cabbage 
salad, then you move up to ąuick 
breads. If you pass the test on those, 
then you might be asked to make a 
pumpkin or apple pie. But it's only the 
ones who have proved themselves that 
get asked to make a chicken pie." 

Weybridge prides itself on the qual- 
ity of its chicken pie suppers, but 
Washington was willing to share a few 
secrets. "We use a whole chicken for 
each pie and there's never a bit of skin 
or gristle in a single one. One year, 
someone spotted a piece of skin in one 


of the pies. Well, you know, that per¬ 
son was never asked to make a pie 
again. Of course, the secret to malcing 
a good chicken pie is to get the chicken 
mixture good and hot in the oven, be- 
fore you add the biscuits. That way the 
biscuits cook from underneath and 
don't get soggy." 

What chicken pie suppers aren't 
about, however, is chicken pie. As far 
as I know there is no chicken pie in 
Vermont. There is chicken and bis¬ 
cuits. Sometimes the chicken is baked 
under a biscuit topping. Sometimes 
the creamed chicken is ladled over 
baked biscuits. But nowhere have I 
found chicken pie — chicken baked in 
a crust. Tom Davis thought he might 
have eaten chicken in a crust some- 
where, but he couldnT remember 
where. I haven't found any evidence of 
it myself. 

I had the rude awakening one year 
when I decided to skip the chicken and 
biscuit supper down the road at the 
New Haven Methodist Church in fa- 
vor of West Addison's chicken pie. 


1 Oth Annwersary Limited Edition! 

1995 Vermont Waterfowl Print 

Yermont Department of Fish and Wildlife 


H elp conserve Vermont’s wetland habitat and get 
your individually numbered tenth anniversary 
waterfowl print of the bufflehead duck by 
renowned wildlife artist Robert Mullen of Brandon, 
Vermont. This beautiful print and accompanying stamps 
depict a colorful drakę and a pair of buffleheads on 
Lakę Champlain. 

Proceeds from the sale of these highly collectable, lim- 
ited edition prints will help protect Vermont’s 
threatened wetlands. To datę, over 2,637 acres of 
wetlands and adjacent uplands have been protected 
with conservation easements. 

Prints, signed and numbered by the artist, are available 
framed or unframed. Price includes print, proof stamp 
and artist-signed stamp. 



Use the Vermont Life order form opposite 
page 81 in this issue or 

cali toll-free (800) 455-3399. 


Framed FWF566 $130.00 
Unframed UWF567 $110.00 

Actual size framed 9" x 14". 
Unframed image 4 1/2" x 7 1/2". 
Edition limited to 975 numbered prints. 
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The Village of DORSET 

Welcomes You 

Only 10 minutes from 
Manchester ; but a world apart! 
Come see foryourself. . . 

MARIE MILLER QUILTS 


19th century and 
early 20th century 

Rt. 30, Dorset, VT. 
802-867-5969 
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O ffering Fine 
American Cooking and 
Comfortable Loaging. 

Innkeepers 

Sissy Hicks 
Gretchen Schmidt 


Dorset, VT 05251 * 802-867-5500 
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Dorsefs Traditional Favorite 

Comfortable lodging in our historie main inn 
or a spacious suitę with a fireplace. 
Consistently exceptional American cuisine in 
our highly acclaimed restaurant. 


BARROWS 

HOUSE 


Ask about our 
SPECIAL RATES 

in November & December 
Cali: 

1-800-639-1620 

or within Vermont 

802-867-4455 


ROUTE 30 » DORSET, VT 05251 
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Visit Dorsety 

where seasonalpleasures abound 


PICK YOUR OWN 



“The 

Pumpkin Patch* 


featured in Yankee and 
Vermont Life 

Stroił through thousands of 
huge orange pumpkins in our 
scarecrow adomed field along 
Historie Route 7A. Bring 
your camera for 
unforgettable 
photos! 

EQUINOX VALLEY NURSERY 

Historie Route 7A - Manchester, VT 
2 miles south of The Village 802-362-2610 


YERMONT FOODS 


The meal was delicious, but it was 
chicken and gravy served on biscuits. I 
could have eaten nearly the same food 
closer to home. Why did one church 
cali the meal chicken and biscuits, the 
other chicken pie? 

According to Agnes James, who has 
been in charge of organizing Wey- 
bridge's chicken pie suppers for the 
last 15 to 20 years, chicken pie is 
chicken and biscuits. But chicken 
baked under biscuits, and chicken and 
gravy ladled over biscuits are not the 
same: "Those biscuits are dry!" she 
said. "It's a big difference." 

Everywhere I go I have been trying 
to find out why I grew up thinking 
that chicken pie was a despicable item 
found in the freezer section of the su¬ 
permarket, when all over Vermont the 
most delectable of chicken and bis¬ 
cuits goes under the name of chicken 
pie. 

One year I asked Leona Thompson, 
my hostess at Weybridge, whether I 
was eating chicken pie or not. 

Mrs. Thompson replied, "Weil, no. 
This is chicken and biscuits." 

"But the sign said this was a chicken 


pie supper," I protested. 

"I don't know about the sign," said 
Mrs. Thompson. "This is chicken and 
biscuits." 

"Weil, what's the difference?" 

"The difference is, there is no crust. 
Pies have to have a crust." 

All the ladies at the table nodded. 

"So, this is chicken and biscuits be- 
cause biscuits were baked on top," I 
said. "And chicken pie has a crust. So 
what is chicken pot pie?" 

"It's chicken pie that has vegeta- 
bles," responded Mrs. Thompson. 

"Weil, I always combine my chicken 
with vegetables and then cover it with 
biscuits and bakę it that way. What 
have I been making all these years?" I 
asked. 

"My dear, I certainly don't know." 


My Own Chicken Pie 

I still don't know what to cali this 
dish — chicken and biscuits or chicken 
pie. You probably won't find this ver- 
sion at any church supper, but I think 
the yegetables are the best part. My 


Circle Reader Service Number 185 


Chicken Pie Paradę 


(Check locally for other suppers and to 
confirm times and dates for these . You 
may need to make reservations or pur- 
chase advance tickets for some suppers.) 

September 2, South Londonderry, 
First Baptist Church, 5:30-7 p.m., 824- 
3165. 

September 9, Dummerston Center, 
Grange Hall, 5-7 p.m., 254-2009; Water- 
bury Center, Grange Hall, 5, 6, 7 p.m., 
244-7221. 

September 16, Barre, Episcopal 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 5-6:30 
p.m., 476-3929; Colchester, Malletts 
Bay Congregational Church, 5 p.m., 
864-7384. 

September 19, Weybridge, Congrega¬ 
tional Church, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 p.m., 
545-2116. 

September 30, Bradford, United 
Church of Christ, 5, 6 p.m., 222-4418; 
Williston, Federated Church, 5, 6, 7 
p.m., 862-7400; Bennington, St. Peter's 
Church, 5:15, 6:30 p.m., 442-2911; 
Marshfield, United Church, 5, 6:15 
p.m., 426-3272. 

October 4, Richmond, Congrega¬ 
tional Church, 4:45 and continue until 


all are served, 434-2516. 

October 5, Waterbury Center, Com- 
munity Church, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 p.m., 
244-7221; Morrisville, the Puffer 
Methodist Church, 5 p.m., 888-2248. 

October 6, Chelsea, West Hill 
Methodist Church, 5, 6, 7 p.m., 685- 
4649. 

October 7, Colchester, Malletts Bay 
Congregational Church, 5 p.m., 864- 
7384; Stowe, Community Church, 5, 6, 
7 p.m., 253-7257; Groton, Community 
Building, 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 7:30 p.m., 
584-3593. 

October 14, Chester, Congregational 
Church, 5 p.m., 875-4364; Chelsea, 
United Church, 5, 6:15, 7:30 p.m., 685- 
4657; Montgomery, Community Bap¬ 
tist Church, 5 p.m., 326-4730; Shafts- 
bury, United Methodist Church, 4:30, 
5:45, 7 p.m., 442-2879. 

October 28, Thetford, First Congrega¬ 
tional Church, 4:30, 5:30, 6:30 p.m., 
785-2915. 

November 4, Colchester, Malletts 
Bay Congregational Church, 5 p.m., 
864-7384. 

November 11 , Hancock, Town Hall, 
5-7 p.m., 767-3651. 
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thanks go to Ida Washington for the 
tip about placing the biscuits on top of 
the hot chicken mixture. 

1 two-to-three-pound chicken (roasters 
have the best flavor, leg ąuaiteis will 
give morę flavoi than a whole young 
fryer) 

1 onion 

2 celery ńbs 

1 bunch parsley 

6 tablespoons butter 

6 tablespoons flour 

2 cups defatted chicken broth 

1 10-ounce package frozen peas and car- 
rots 

1 cup fresh or frozen cut green beans 

1 teaspoon dried thyme 

2 tablespoons dried chives or %cup 
chopped fresh 

Salt and pepper to taste 

Biscuit Topping 

2 cups flour 

4 teaspoons baking powder 

1 teaspoon salt 

A cup butter or shortening 

% cup milk 

Combine the chicken with the 
onion, celery, and parsley in a large 
saucepan and cover with water. Bring 
to a boil. Reduce the heat, cover, and 
simmer for 45 minutes, or until the 
chicken is cooked. Let the chicken 
cool in the broth. When the chicken is 
cool enough to handle, remove the 
meat and discard the skin and bones. 
Remove the fat that rises to the top of 
the broth and discard. Strain the broth. 

In a large saucepan, melt the butter. 
Whisk in the flour to make a smooth 
pastę. Whisk in the broth and stir until 
thickened and smooth. Stir in the 
chicken, vegetables, and seasonings. 
Pour into a 9-by-13-inch casserole 
dish. Place in the oven at 450° F. 

Combine the flour, baking powder 
and salt in a large bowl. Cut in the 
shortening until the mixture resem- 
bles soft crumbs. Stir in the milk to 
make a soft dough. Knead a few times 
on a lightly floured board. Lightly roli 
out to a thickness of Vi inch. Cut into 
2-inch rounds. When the chicken mix- 
ture is bubbling hot, arrange the bis¬ 
cuits on top. 

Bakę for about 15 minutes, until the 
biscuits are golden. Makes 6 to 8 serv- 
ings. zOo 

Andrea Chesmans most recent cookbook 
is Skillet Suppers, published by Chapters 
Publishing, Shelburne, Vermont. She lives 
in Ripton. 





We d love to showyou our brand new factory. This sum- 
mer we moved all our terrific teddy bears and bearmakers 
to a new location just south of the Shelburne Museum. 

Take a free factory tour and then enjoy hugging all the 
great bears in our beautiful new Bear Shop! 

The Vermont Teddy Bear 
Company 

Route 7, Shelburne Road, Shelburne, VT 

800-829-BEAR 
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.. .and for 
TURKEY 
LOYERS: 


Save $22.00 and treat your family to a genuine 

IIARJ^NgTONS 

Vermont Smoked Edam 
—^now only $21.95! 

Reserve yours soon! 

It’s first-come, first-served on this 

Special Introductory Offer... 
Delivery begins late-October 

All ojfers good to 48 States only. 

Limit 2. Expires 11/30/95 

“You won't find a better-tastin° ham than the 
old-fashioned Corncob Smoked Ham I make for 
Harrington’s up here in Vermont. YouTl love it — 
and that s my promise or your money back!” 

Vem Richburg, Smokemaster 


Cob Smoked 
Boneless Turkey Breast 

Tender, moist. smoky delicious — and 100% 
white meat with no hllers. Fully cooked 
2 lb. Boneless Turkey Breast now only 
$18.95, a $5.00 savings. 


CDCCI Order both our 
^ lilLL! Smoked Ham 

and Boneless Turkey Breast 
( s hipped to same address) 

~ and we’ll include 6 oz. of our 

special Aged Cheddar and 
1/2 Ib. Cob Smoked Bacon—free! 


IL\RgJ\(jTONS 

2979 Main Street, Richmond, VT 05477 

□ 121-265 Ready-to-Cook Half Ham (6 Ibs.) $21.95 + $7.50, total $29.45 

□ 206-591 Boneless Turkey Breast (2 Ibs.) $18.95 +$7.50, total $26.45 

I I 123-591 BOTH Ham and Turkey Breast to same address $39.90 + $7.50 
shipping, total $47.40 includes FREE Cheddar and Bacon. 


□ PaymentEnclosed □ Charge my ( )VISA ( ) MC ( ) AMEX 
( ) Diners ( ) Discover (Include card no. and exp. datę, plus your name 
and address if different from shipping address above.) Available in 
Continental US only. Limit 2. Not for retail Stores. 

RUSH Orders: (802) 434-4444 ~ys 


Circle Reader Service Number 241 


AUTUMN 1995 - 83 






































M 


D 


M 


K 


Barres Annual Bout of 
Fiddle Fever 


By Marialisa Calta 
Photographed by Glenn Russell 



Fidcilers young 
and old per form 
on the Barre 
Auditorium 
stage every 
September for 
prizes and 
personal 
satisfaction. 

Opposite page, 
musicians 
jam in the 
basement of 
the auditorium. 



O ld-time fiddling is happy mu- 
sic/' says Betty Cameron of the 
Northeast Fiddlers' Association. 
"It makes your feet get going. Makes 
you want to get up and dance." 

For two days each fali for nearly 30 
years, the Barre Auditorium has been 
filled with happy musie and dancing 
feet, as contestants in the National 
Traditional Old-Time Fid- 
dlers' and Step-Dancing 
Contest gather to compete, 
to kibitz, and to collaborate 
in what is considered by fid¬ 
dlers and fans to be the pre¬ 
mier event of its kind in the 
Northeast. 

The competition takes 
place on stage, following 
rules carefully outlined by 
the association, a group 
with about 400 dues-paying 
members. But the real ac- 
tion — and some of the 
most entertaining musie — 
is downstairs, in the cav- 
ernous basement. There, 
echoes of such fiddling fa- 
vorites as "Golden S lip - 
pers," "Poor Girl Waltz" 





and "Devil's Dream" — as 
well as the ever-popular and 
over-played "Orange Blos- 
som Special" echo through 
the halls. Fiddlers ranging in 
age from five to well over 80 
gather in smali clusters, 
some bowing their fiddles, 
others talking. A group of 
six men and one woman are 
lost in a cloud of cigarette 
smoke that all but obscures 
the Defense de Fumer sign 
posted above their heads. In 
one corner, men with man- 
dolins, guitars, fiddles and a 
washtub bass play Cajun and country 
musie. In another, a young woman in 
her late teens allows a few bars of 
something classical to escape her bow 
before sliding into "Arkansas Trav- 
eler." The musie is punctuated by the 
sharp rap of dancing shoes, as step- 
dancers practice their fast and intricate 
steps. 

Innumerable plastic coffee cups and 
plates of half-eaten food — cold pizza 
and apple pie, burgers and baked pasta 
— litter the tables. Along one wali, 
yendors sell fiddling records, fiddles, 
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and fiddle-related items (toilet 
paper with musie printed on 
it, fiddle-shaped cookie-cut- 
ters, fiddle-motif jewelry). The 
talk is of past performances 
and performers, of kitchen 
tunks and the big national 
contest in Weiser, Idaho, 'Tve 
been to Weiser" is a phrase 
one hears dropped — not with- 
out some pride — in many conversa- 
tions. Another phrase, modestly of- 
fered by those who are self-taught: "I 
play for my own use, mostly." Accents 


be held September 29-30 at the Barre Auditorium starting at 7 
p.m. on Friday, noon on Saturday, 7 p.m. on Saturday evening. 
Tickets cost $6 for Friday night and Saturday afternoon, $8 for 
Saturday night; $17 for the complete weekend. For information, 
cali (802) 879-1536. 

Contestants may pre-register or register at the door for a fee 
of $5. Contact Mrs. Pauline Dubois, 77 Ferguson Avenue, 
Burlington, VT 05402. The competition classes are Junior Junior 
(12 and under), Junior (13-17), Open (18-59), Senior (60 and 
up), and Champion, in which the winners of the other classes 
compete against each other. 

Membership in the Northeast Fiddlers' Association costs $6 for U.S. citizens and $8 (U.S.) for Canadians (be- 
cause of higher postage costs). Members receive a decal and, 10 times a year, a newsletter with information on 
meetings, concerts and other contests. Contact Wayne Young, Star Route 110, Box 10, South Royalton, VT 05068. 
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Vermont's ^Northeast Kingdom 



— Come and Visit — 
LARGEST GIFT SHOP IN NORTHEAST 

,4 landrnri visited by folks from all over the woiid 
Open 8am-8pm, 7 Days a week, April-Dec. 

RT. 2, ST. JOHNSBURY, VERM0NT 
(802) 748-3994 
Write Jor free cataloęut 


Lyndon State College 


Highland Lodge 

A Rare Find Overlooking Caspian Lakę 
1860’s Inn, Cottages & Reslauranl 


Lakeside Resort with Privale Beach & Boats 
A quiet getaway with spectacular 
Fali Foliage 


Off the Beaten Path in 
Gretnsboro, Vermont 05841 

(802) 533-2647 



CONTACT: 

LSC Admissions Office 
Lyndonville, VT 05851 
1 (800) 225-1998 in N.E. 


COLDUieLL 

BANK6RE3 


PARKWAY ASSOCIATES 

FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS. 

8 MT. PLEASANT ST. 57 MAIN ST. 

ST. JOHNSBURY, VT LYNDONV1LLE, VT 
05819 05851 

(802) 748-8169 (802) 626-8333 



MOTOR INN 


New luxuriously furnished motor 
inn with private courtyard balconies, 
heated pool, putting green, 25” 
remote control TV’s with sports & 
movie channels. Central air condi- 
tioning & health center privileges. 

Route 2, St. Johnsbury, VT 
(802) 748-5666 


Cabot Visitors' Center 
Cabot, VT 

Vermont Cheddar Cheee - Tours 
Free Sampies-Mali Onkr 
QuaJity Vermont Foods 

Fua, dt lidom and i duc atu> nul for ih* wkol* famdj 

Jun thru Oct9-5 daily 
Winter hours: 

Mon thrti Sat 9-4 ht > 

Closed Sun and January /Ud 
802-561-2231 » nt ^ 


HARVEYS LAKĘ 
CABINS & CAMPGROUND 


Burkę Area 
INNS & B&BS 

14 wonderful and varied B&B 
and Country Inns waiting to be 
your hosts in the beautiful 
Northeast Kingdom. Great 
selection of properties - some- 
thing for all tastes. 

Cali or write for free brochure 
-800-337-1212 

P.O. Box 347, E. Burkę, VT 05832 


WeVe got everything 
under the stars. 


ST. JOHNSBURY COUNTRY CLUB 
One of New England’s 
Finesl 


Enjoy playing golf on 
the old and the new 
nine-hole & practice 
on the new driving 
rangę. 



Dennis Blanek — 
PGA Professional 

802-748-9894 



New fully furnished lakefront cabins, 
clean, quiet lakę, fishing, swimming, pri- 
vate wooded sites, all C.G. amenities. 

West Barnet,VT 05821 
(802) 633-2213 


* * 

te 


WildfCower Inn 

“The Country Inn for 
Families” 

22 room/suites on 500 breath- 
taking acres. Indoor/ outdoor 
children play areas extensive 
gardens, tennis and morę. 
Lyndonville, VT 05851 
1-800-627-8310 


FAIRBANKS MUSEUM 
AND PLANETARIUM 
Main Street • St. Johnsbury 
Open Daily • (802) 748-2372 



SINCE 1915 

FACTORY TOUR, VIDEO 
AND GIFT SHOP 
CATALOG & TOUR 
INFORMATION 
1-802-748-5141 



The Northeast Kingdom - “drop in ” to see the striking foliage, ąuaint villages, and gen- 
tle mountains of Vermont’s “unspoiled ” region. Only a few hours from major cities 
throughout New England, the Kingdom is easily accessible from 1-91 and 1-93, and U.S. 
Routes 2 and 5. Sensational museum collections, delightful accommodations, uniąue 
retail shops, and an array of special fali events await your visit! 


YERMONT 


it will change the way 
you look at things 
Paid in part by State of VT Funds 


For Morę Information Contact: 

Northeast Kingdom Chamber of Commerce 
Dept. B y 30 Western Avenue 1 -800-639-6379 
St. Johnsbury , VT 05819 1 -802-748-3678 
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from Vermont, Massachusetts, Que- 
bec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
fili the air. 

Leo LeBlanc of Fitchburg, Massa¬ 
chusetts, and Bob Kaiser of Coburg, 
Oregon, exchanged introductions. 

"I didn 7 t even know this was hap¬ 
pening until 4 this afternoon," said 
Kaiser. "My wife and I have been dri- 
ving around New England and when 
we drove into Barre we heard about 
this and I signed up." 

Kaiser, who has retired from two ca- 
reers — the first as an accountant and 
the second as a KOA campground 
manager — said he began fiddling 
when he was 10 and quit when he was 
17, when his father refused to allow 
him to play in dance bands. He took 
up the Hddle again in 1984, and he and 
his wife, DeeDee (who plays that sim- 
plest of percussion instruments, the 
spoons), never travel without it. "I 
play at dances all the time," he said. "I 
guess my father's turned over in his 
grave several times by now." 

Kaiser^ tale is a familiar one to old- 
time fiddlers. Betty Cameron, the 
widów of a prize-winning fiddler, 
Enoch Cameron, and the mother of a 
champion, Bill, and the grandmother 
of two prospective fiddlers, fefrey and 
Tyler, says that fiddlers will often tell 
you that — like her husband — they 
began fiddling as youngsters, gave it 
up, and came back to it later in life. 

"There's something about fiddling 
that just draws people back," says 
Cameron, a past president of the 
Northeast Fiddlers Association. 

LeBlanc, a retired school custodian 
and upholsterer who bears a strong re- 
semblance to actor Jack Lemmon, said 
he learned to play by ear, but took 
lessons about 10 years ago "because I 
wanted to get into something differ- 
ent." He is now a first yiolinist in a 
string ensemble near his home. 

"The difference in playing classical 
musie is in the way you use your 
bow," says LeBlanc. "In fiddling, any- 
thing goes. Any way you can get the 
sound out of it that you want is okay. 
With fiddling you have a lot morę free- 
dom." 

The contest, which spans Friday 
night and Saturday afternoon and 
evening, is fairly structured, however. 
Fiddlers must select a waltz, a tune of 
choice — typically a jig, and then a 
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hoe-down or reel. The idea, says Mrs. 
Cameron, is to vary the tempo of each 
tune to display the fiddlers' fuli rangę 
of skills. Most are accompanied by a 
piano and a guitar (no electric instru- 
ments allowed) and many of the con- 
testants take turns accompanying each 
other. The "1911 Rule," which prohib- 
ited the playing of any tune written af- 
ter 1911, was abolished several years 
ago. Up until 10 years ago, the contest 
included a "trick and fancy" division, 
which was replaced by step-dancing. 
Now, says Mrs. Cameron, as the num- 
ber of step-dancers diminishes, there is 
talk of bringing "trick and fancy" fid- 
dling back. Prizes include trophies and 
cash awards up to $150. 

Anyone can enter, but Mrs. 
Cameron suggests that beginning fid¬ 
dlers just come to watch. 

"If you don't know what you're do- 
ing, you'11 be scratched right off," she 
says. "That might make it less fun for 
someone just getting started." 

And that would not be good, be- 
cause attracting beginners and younger 
fans to oldtime fiddling when its popu- 
larity seems to be waning is the North¬ 
east Fiddlers' Association's reason for 
being. 

"The whole idea is to promote old¬ 
time fiddling and to get the young peo- 
ple interested in it," says Roger Per- 
rault of Essex Junction, chairman for 
this year's contest. "We hope the Baby 
Boomers will start coming and pick it 
up." 

One of the best parts of the contest, 
Betty Cameron notes, is the encour- 
agement that young and beginning fid¬ 
dlers can get informally, behind the 
scenes. 

"The best thing that can happen to 
people interested in fiddling is to meet 
up with someone they can talk to and 
learn from," she says. When Cameron 
works at the contest, she typically 
spends her time on a walkie-talkie, 
taking care of last minutę details. 
When someone she wants to see is on 
stage, she dashes up to watch. 

"Then I dash down again, to hear 
the downstairs musie," she says. 

"But wherever I go, my feet are tap- 
ping." 


Writer Maiialisa Calta lives in Calais. 
Photographer Glenn Russell lives in Jeri- 
cho. 


THE 0 BELLFIRES® ADVANTAGE 

The workTs best site built fireplace available throughout Europę sińce 1940 is now manufactured 
in North America. Our standardized fireplace kits consist of refractory firebox, hearth, side flares 
and refractory or stainless Steel smoke chamber. 

Available in six sizes and four distinct versions. 

The Repair/ Retrofit • The Venerable Super Vent • The Masonry Fireplace 
• Factory Built Close Clearance Wood Floor Model • Simple to Build • Never Smokes Back. 

[7j The workTs most powerfiil open 
hearth by design. Offers 
complete combustion while reduc- 
ing harmful emissions 
[71 The world's most efficient open 
hearth. Lab-tested at 20-1 
fireplace to flue size. 50% less flue 
area reąuired. Vents on 8" round. 
[71 Safety-tested at Arnold Greene 
and Wamock Hersey test labs. 

[71 Emission-tested at Virginia Poły 
Tech and Omni test labs. 

[71 Bellfires*' reftactory fireplaces are 
covered by a foundry backed 10 yr. 
replacement warranty. 

Find out how easy it is to build and install the best. Contact your nearest Bellfires® technical 
fireplace and flue restoration specialist/distributor below. 

Black Magie Supply 

55 Hercules Drive 
Colchester, VT 05446 

1 "800-334-1497 

Manufactured by Sleepy Hollow Chimney Supply Ltd. 
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The Moose Tbe 

Noble Beast of the North 

Wonderfully woven in a silk/poly fabric 

$25 ppd • Visa, MasterCard or checks 
Ground colors: navy, mapie red or spruce green 


red o 

A 


207-326-9179 


Barnard-Maine Ltd. 

P.O. Box 275 • Castine ME 04421 
Fax 207-326-9080 • 1-800-962-1526 (outside Maine) 
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Visit our showroom 6 miles south of Middlebury, VT or write or cali for our free brochure 
We Sbip Anywbere P.O. Box 125, Salisbury, VT 05769 • (802) 352-6650 M-Sat 10-5, Sun 1130-4 


WouldrTt you rather buy directly from our mili? 
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Compiled by Judy Powell and Carolan Batchelder 


Notę: Ali dates are inclusive. Because the 
listings were compiled last summer, there 
may be changes in times or dates. Cali orga- 
nizers to confirm. For information about Ver- 
mont, contact the Vermont Department of 
Travel and Tourism, 134 State St., Montpelier, 
VT 05602, tel. (802) 828-3236, or visit local 
information booths. To submit events, con¬ 
tact the Vermont Department of Travel and 
Tourism. For ongoing events, see Through 
the Season. The area codę for all Vermont 
telephones is 802. 


Sj>GcicŁl 

Euertts 


SEPTEMBER 


2: Montgomery Country Heyday 
Sale. 10 a.m., Pratt Hall. Info: 
326-4301. Chester Kotary Ex- 

travaganza. BBQ, helicopter 
rides, morę. Grn. Mtn. Union H.S. 
Info: 875-4121. 

2-4: Northfield Labor Day Week¬ 
end Observances. Info: 485- 
8346. 


fest. Church Street Marketplace. Info: 863- 
1648. St. Johnsbury Lions Club Fest. 

Food, crafts, demonstrations, morę. 
Farmer’s Daughter Gift Barn. Info: 748- 
3994. 

24: No. Danville Lamplight Service & 
Hymn Sing. 7;30 p.m., Old North Church. 
Info: 748-9350. Middlebury Autumnfest. 

Food, musie, games, morę. Noon, Middle¬ 
bury College Ctr. for the Arts. Info: 388- 
7189. 

29- Oct. 1 : Brattleboro Apple Days Fest. 

Craft fair, apple picking, morę. Various lo- 
cations. Info: 254-4565. 

30: Quechee Angel Bazaar. 10 a.m., Comm. 
Church. Info: 295-7941. Waitsfield Green 
& Gold Foliage Viewing. 10 a.m., Mad 
River Glen Ski Area. Info: 496-3351. Bran- 
don Harvest Fest. 10 a.m., Central Park. 
Info: 247-6401. 

30- Oct. I Killington Sheep & Wool Fest. 9 


a.m., ski area. Info: 293-5492. Bromley 
Mountain Antiąues Show. 10 a.m., Peru. 
Info: 457-3437. 


OCTOBER 


1: St. Albans Dollhouse Miniaturę Show & 
Sale. 10 a.m., Central Sch. Info: 524-6877. 

5-7: Bennington Antiąue Show & Sale. 10 
a.m., 2nd Cong. Church. Info: 442-2559. 

7: St. Johnsbury Fali Fair. 9 a.m., Grace 
United Meth. Church. Info: 748-2895. 
Newbury Fali Fest. 9:30 a.m., Cong. 
Church. Info: 866-5504. Waterbury Coun¬ 
try Crafts Bazaar. 10 a.m.; lunch 11 a.m., 
White Cong. Church. Info: 244-6995. So. 
Londonderry Food & Bakę Sale. 9:30 
a.m., First Baptist Church. Info: 824-3165. 

7-8: Chester Fali Foliage Fair. Info: 875- 
3267. So. Hero Apple Fest. 10 a.m., South 
St. Info: 372-5566. Springfield Apples 
Fest. & Craft Show. 10 a.m., 
Riverside Middle Sch. Info: 885- 
2779- Stowe Fest. of An- 
tiques. 10 a.m., H.S. Info: 253- 
9875. Woodstock Apples & 
Crafts Fair. 10 a.m., Bailey’s 
Meadow. Info: 457-1825. New- 
fane Heritage Fest. 10 a.m., 
on the common. Info: 365- 


3: New World Fest. Celtic & 

French Canadian musie & dance, 
crafts tent, food. Noon, Chandler 
Musie Hall, Randolph. Info: 728- 
9133. 

15-17: Stowe British Invasion. 

British cars, morę. 9 a.m., Polo 
Club. Info: 253-2106. 

16: St. Peter’s Parish Fair. 10 a.m., 
St. Peter’s Church, Bennington. 
Info: 442-2911. Glory Days of 
the Railroad Fest. 9 a.m., White 
River Jct. Info: 295-6200. 

17: Newfane Bazaar. 9:30 a.m., on 
the common. Info: 254-8182. 

Save the Greyhound Dogs. 

11:45 a.m., Brattleboro common. 
Info: 879-8838. 

23: Intervale Organie Food & 
Garden Fest. Horse-drawn 
hayrides, musie, organie farmers’ 
markets, morę. 10 a.m., 128 Inter- 
vale Rd., Burlington. Info: 660- 
3505 E. Burkę Fali Fest. 9:30 
a.m., Cong. Church. Info: 467- 
3165. 

23-24: Underhill Old-Fashioned 
Harvest Market. Sat. 9:30 a.m.; 
Sun. noon, on the green. Info: 
899-3369 Burlington Market- 



What better time than autumn in Mermont to rise 
above it all? A balloon front the airport in 
Post Mills flies over the hills. 


7855. 

8: Dummerston Ctr. Apple Pie 
Fest. 10:30 a.m., Cong. Church. 
Info: 254-9158. 

8-10: Townshend Scenie Heli¬ 
copter Rides. 11 a.m., south of 
village. Info: 636-4376. 

14: Townshend Pumpkin Fest. 
10 a.m., on the common. Info: 
365-7793 Putney Medieval 
Fair. 10 a.m., The Grammar 
Sch. Info: 387-5364. 

20-22: Norwich Nearly New 
Sale. Fri. 7 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.; 
Sun. 10 a.m., Town Hall. Info: 
649-3261. 

21: Hospice Auction. S:30 p.m., 
Nolin Murray Ctr., Springfield. 
Info: 886-2525. 

31 Chester Rotary Halloween 
Bonfire & Paradę. 6 p.m.. 
Colbeigh Field, Elem. Sch. Info: 
875-4121. 


NOYEMBER 


4: Williston Christmas Bazaar. 

9 a.m., Fed. Church. Info: 862- 
7400. A Touch of Christmas 
Bazaar. 7:30 a.m., United 


88 • YERMONT LIFE 

























Meth. Church, White River Jct. Info: 295- 
3965. 

10: South Royalton Bazaar. 10 a.m., church 
on the green. Info: 763-7730. 

11 Cavendish Christmas Bazaar. 10 a.m., 
Baptist Church. Info: 226-7885. Post Mills 
Christmas Bazaar. 10 a.m., Cong. Church. 
Info: 333-9803. 

24-25: Weston Christmas Bazaar. 10 a.m. 
Info: 824-6521. 

25 Woodstock Inn Food & Craft Fair. 10 

a.m. Info: 457-1100. 


aS' wppers, 
etc. 

(See also our article 
on Chicken Pie Suppers, 
page 79.) 


SEPTEMBER 


3: Bridport Pancake Breakfast. 8 a.m., on 
the green. Info: 758-2654. 

9: Fair Flaven Peach Shortcake Supper. 5 

p.m., Cong. Church. Info: 265-8605. 

29 Marshfield Supper. 5, 7 p.m., Christ 
Covenant Church. Info: 563-2827. 

30: So. Londonderry Baked Beans & Hani 
Supper. 5:30 p.m., First Baptist Church. 
Info: 824-3165. 


OCTOBER 


1 : Hancock Smorgasbord. Noon, Town 
Hall. Info: 767-3651. 

7: Cavendish Fali Foliage Supper. 5:30 
p.m., Baptist Church. Info: 226-7885. Hart- 
land Country Crafts Bazaar & Roast 
Beef Supper. 1 p.m.; supper 5 p.m., Cong. 
Church. Info: 436-2053- Manchester Leaf 
Peepers’ Supper. 5:30 p.m., Cong. 

Church. Info: 362-2709. W. Newbury 
Turkey Supper. 5, 6:15, 7:15 p.m., W. 
Newbury Hall. Info: 429-2205. Post Mills 
Harvest Supper. 5:30 p.m., Cong. Church. 
Info: 333-9803- Newfane Turkey & Ham 
Dinner. Cong. Church. Info: 365-7232. 

8: Chester Harvest Supper. 5 p.m., First 
Baptist Church. Info: 875-2638. Dummcr- 
ston Ctr. Pancake Breakfast. 7 a.m., Fire 
House. Info: 257-1633. 

14: Fair Haven Harvest Ham Dinner. 5 
p.m., Cong. Church. Info: 265-8605. Guil- 
ford Roast Pork Supper. 5, 6:15 p.m., 

Fire House. Info: 254-9557. 

21 E. Barnard Oyster Stew Supper. 5 p.m., 
Comm. Hall. Info: 763-7036. 

22: So. Hero Wild Gamę Dinner. Noon, St. 
Rosę of Lima Church Hall. Info: 372-5265. 


NOYEMBFR 


5: New Haven Turkey Dinner. Noon & 1 
p.m., Cong. Church. Info: 453-3292. 

11 Waterbury Ctr. Hunters’ Breakfast. 4 
a.m., Fire Station. Info: 244-8089. Chelsea 
Roast Beef Dinner. 5 p.m., United 
Church. Info: 685 1657 
18 Bradford Wild Gamę Supper. 2:30 p.m.. 
United Church of Christ. Info: 222-4418. 


The View is Breathtaking at 

ROCK of AGES 

Barre, Vermont 

Spectacular views of YermonBs 
Green Mountains from high atop 
our largest active ąuarry! 

Unique • Interesting • Fun 

Vi sitors Cent er 

Open daily May l-Oct. 31 • 8:30AM-5:00pm • Admission is FREE 

Information • History • Geological Displays • Gifts • Minerals • Rock of Ages Quarry 
Mapie Sugar House/Snack Shop Til Oct. 15 
Open Sundays noon-5:00PM, May l-Sept. 17 

Manuf acturing D iyision 

Open Monday-Friday • 8:00AM-3:30PM • Admission is FREE 

Manufacturing Plant • See Finishing Work • Cutting • Polishing • Carving 

Quar ry Shuttle Tour 

Runs Monday-Friday • 9:00AM-3:00PM • Admission Charged 

30 Minutę Narrated Tour of the E.L. Smith Quarry • Observation Platform • Picture Taking 

Free parking • Free self-guided tours 
Free pienie area • Free granite specimens 
Custom granite nameplates • Granite and 
stone gifts • Jewelry • Vermont-made items 
We ship UPS 
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Rock of Ages 

(802) 476-3119 
Exit 6 off 1-89 
Barre, Yermont 



oteujcutEs 

Shops 

We are closer to you especially 

Yermont! 



• Open 7 days a week • Quality dairy products 

• Food to go & cones for • Friendly service 
all your snacking needs . Self-service gas 

Arlington, Bennington, Fair Haven, 
Poultney, Pownal, Rutland & West Rutland 
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GETBOOKSAND 

MUSICFAST! 


W henyou 
can’t find 
a book 
locally 
give us a cali. 

We have been rural New England's 
classic booksłore sińce 1872... 

□ morę than 150,000 active titles 

□ bestsellers, classics, science, 
scholarly, business, medical and 
children's 

□ book special orders welcome 
no extra charge 

□ we giftwrap and ship 

□ vast collection of compact discs and 
tapes (new, classical and folk) 

CALL TOLL-FREE 

From NH cali 1-800-675-3616 
Other States cali 1-800-624-8800 

MEDICAL BOOKS ONLY 

From NH cali 1-800-238-3001 
Other States cali 1-800-428-6818 



The Dartmouth Bookstore 

Hanover, New Hampshire 03755 
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Discover 
The Difference 



RANOAll PERRY 


Fine and uniąue home furnishings, 
accessories and gifts in an 
authentic home setting.../eataririg 
“Civilized Rustic,” “High Country ” 
and “Cottage” looks. 

Complimentary interior 
design sernice. 

1592 Central Avenue 
Albany, NY 12205 

Just west ofthe Adirondack 
Northway (1-87), Exit 2W 
Open Tues.-Sat. 10am-6pm 
(518) 869-0049 

Moose Creek, Limited... There’8 someplace like home 
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YERMONT YERNACULAR DESIGNS, INC. 


RD 1, EAST CALAIS, (802) 456-7020 write or cali for portfolio 

YERMONT 05650 1-800-639-1796 of designs - $20.00 


Reproduction 18th ćk 19th C. Yermont homes built on your site 
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Camp Abnaki 



Established in 1901 For Boys 6-16 
Located in the 
Lakę Champlain Islands 

One, Two, Four or Six Week Sessions 


Sailing, Windsurfing, Kayaking, Canoeing, Tennis, 
Archery, Crafts, Soccer, Basketball, Hiking, Backpacking 
Special Teen Adventure Trips 
ACA Accredited 


Our Program is Centered on the Development of the 
lndividual Boy in Body, Mind and Spirit 

Nelson Bagnardi (Director) 

YMCA Camp Abnaki 
266 College St., Burlington, VT 05401 
(802) 862-8981 



Interactire Learning 
in Yermont Settings 


For a free catalog of special- 
interest weekend getaways 
contact VT Off Beat: 
P O. Box 4366-A 
So Burlington • VT 05406 

(802) 863-2535 
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Arts & 
Masie 


SEPTEMBER 


2: Dorset Fire Dept. Craft Fair. 9:30 a.m. 
Info: 362-1164. 

16: Ladies Barbershop Chorus Show. 

Barre Opera House. Info: 229-7623. 

16- 17: Quiet Valley Quilters Show. 10 a.m., 
Bennington. Info: 442-9236. 

17- Oct. 15: Stratton Arts Fest. 10 a.m., Base 
Lodge. Info: 297-3265. 

23-24: Rivermill Fest. of the Arts. 10 a.m., 
Bridgewater. Info: 295-1550. 

29- Oct. 1: Killington Craft Show. 10 a.m., 
Sunrise Mtn. Lodge. Info: 422-3783. 
Weston Antiąues Show. 10 a.m., Play- 
house. Info: 824-4186. 

30- Oct. 1: Newfane Art Show. 10 a.m., 
Union Hall. Info: 365-4309. Vt. Hand 
Crafters Craft Fair. 10 a.m., Memoriał 
Sports Ctr., Middlebury. Info: 223-2636. 

30; Oct. 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22: W. Windsor 
Hist. Soc. Art Show, Sale & Fund-raiser. 
11 a.m., Grange Hall, BrownsviIle. Info: 
484-7249. 


OCTOBER 


1: Antiąues at the Equinox. 10 a.m., 
Equinox Hotel. Preview Sept. 30. Info: 207- 
563-1013. 

6-7: Montpelier Fali Foliage Frolic. West- 
ern-style sąuare dancing. 7:30 p.m., 

Grange Hall. Info: 479-0334. 

6- 8: Stowe Foliage Craft Fair. 10 a.m., Top- 
notch Field. Info: 253-7321. Weston Craft 
Show. Fri. noon; Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m., Play- 
house. Info: 824-3576. 

7: Hardwick Foliage Craft Fair. 10 a.m. 

Info: 472-3397. 

7- 8: Festival of Vt. Craft Show. 10 a.m., 
Montpelier H.S. Info: 229-5711. Mount 
Snów Craft Fair. 10 a.m., West Dover. 
Info: 878-4786. Crafts Fair. 10 a.m., Tim- 
ber Village, Quechee. Info: 295-1550. 

7-22: N.E. Bach Fest. Marlboro & Brattle- 
boro. Info: 257-4523. 

8: Dummerston Ctr. Craft Fair. 10 a.m., 
Grange Hall. Info: 254-8182. 

27-29: Essex Craft Show. Fri. noon; Sat. 9 
a.m.; Sun. 10 a.m., Champlain Valley Fair- 
grounds. Info: 878-4786. 


NOYEMBER 


4: Burlington Tartan Bali. 5:30 p.m. Info: 
563-2635. Stowe Rescue Sąuad Barn 
Dance & Raffle. 8 p.m., Percy’s Garage. 
Info: 253-9060. Bluegrass Musie Show. 8 
p.m., Weston Playhouse. Info: 824-6674. 

16- 19: Vt. Hand Crafters Craft Fair. 10 
a.m., Sheraton Conf. Ctr., So. Burlington. 
Info: 223-2636. 

17- 19: Festival of Trees. Springfield Art & 
Hist. Soc. Info: 885-3859. 

18 Brattleboro Women’s Arts & Crafts 
Fair. 10 a.m., H.S. Info: 258-5185. 

24-25: Artisans at the Equinox Craft 
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Show. 10 a.m., Equinox Hotel, Manches¬ 
ter. Info: 875-3986. 

24-26: Killington Thanksgiving Weekend 
Craft Show. 10 a.m., Cortina Inn. Info: 
422-3783. 

25 Dorset Arts & Crafts Fair. 9 a.m., Elem. 
Sch. Info: 867-4149. 


O n t <1 o o r.s 


SEPTEMBER 


9: Mapie Leaf Half Marathon & Team Re- 
lay. Noon, Equinox Hotel, Manchester. 
Info: 824-4508. 

9- 11 Tri-Lakes Fishing Derby. Willoughby, 
Ciystal & Shadow lakes. Info: 525-3133. 

10- 13: N.E. Pro-Am Golf Tourn. Quechee 
Golf Club. Info: 295-9356. 

30: Fali Duathlon. Vermont Sun Sports & 
Fitness, Middlebury. Info: 388-6888. Vt. 
Land Trust Conservation Bike Tour. 
Swanton. Info: 639-1709. 


OCTOBER 


8: 12-K Mountain Bike Race. 3 p.m., Blue- 
berry Hill Inn, Goshen. Info: 247-6735. 
Ripton Ridge Run. 5-K & 10-K races; also 
5-K walking course & separate children’s 
race. 1 p.m.; noon registration. Info: 388- 
2208. 


'rłrrowcfłr tłic* 
Sccison 

Bennington Museum. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Info: 
447-1571. 

• Sept. 30: Apple & Harvest Fest, Peter Mat- 
teson Tavern, Shaftsbury. 

Billings Farm & Museum, Woodstock. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Info: 457-2355. 

• Sept. 17: Wool Day. 

• Sept. 30: Pumpkin Day. 

• Oct. 8: Harvest Celebration. 

• Oct. 29: A Family Halloween. 

• Nov. 24-26: Autumn Activity Weekend. 
Chaffec Art Center, Rutland. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Info: 775-0356. 

• Sept. 17-Oct. 22: 34th Annual Members 
Show. 

• Oct. 7-8: 34th Annual Art in the Park Fali 
Fest. 

• Oct. 27-Nov. 19: The Terezin Project, exhi- 
bition. 

• Nov. 24-Jan. 2, 1996: Toys, juried art com- 
petition. 

Ethan Allen Homestead, Burlington. Info: 
865-4556. 

• Oct. 14: Autumn Fair. 

• Oct. 27-28: Haunted Homestead, 6:30 p.m. 
Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium, St. 

Johnsbury. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun. 
1-5 p.m. Info: 748-2372. 

• Sept. 16: Fest. of Traditional Crafts, fol- 
lowed by church supper at 5 & 6:30 p.m. 

• Sept. 17: Kingdom historie homes tours 


and St. Johnsbury walking tours of historie 
places, followed by high tea and awarding 
of museum quilt and canoe. 

• Oct. 13: Turkeys, a natural histoiy slide & 
lecture program. 

• Nov. 17: A Civil War Diary, slides & read- 
ings. 

Helen Day Art Center, Stowe. Info: 253- 
8358. 

• Sept. 22-Nov. 11: The Arts of Japan: Ki- 
monos and Beyond, exhibit. 

• Thru Oct. 15: Exposed! Vermont Sculpture 
Outside, exhibit. 

Robert Hull Fleming Museum, Burlington 
Cali for times. Info: 656-0750. 

• Aug. 29-Dec. 10: Picasso multiple State 
prints from Ludwig Collection. 

• Oct. 28: lOth Heirloom Appraisal Day. 

• Nov. 4: Mummies, Kings, & Ancient 
Things, family day. 

Flynn Theatre, Burlington. Info: 863-5966. 

• Nov. 16-19: The Musie Man, presented by 
Lyric Theatre. 8 p.m.; Sat. matinee 2 p.m. 

• Nov. 25-26: The Nutcracker, 7:30 p.m.; 1 
p.m. on the 26th. 

Friends of Musie at Guilford. Info: 257- 
1961. 

• Sept. 3: Labor Day Weekend Classic Musie 
Fest. Guilford Organ Barn. 

Green Mtn. Cultural Ctr., Joslyn Round 
Barn, Waitsfield. Info: 496-7722. 

• Sept. 3: Elisabeth von Trapp and Friends 
in concert. 

• Sept. 22-Oct. 9: Art in the Round Barn ex- 
hibit. 

• Oct. 7: Fali Foliage Photography work- 
shops. 

• Oct. 8: Joint Chiefs of Blue Grass with Bob 
Yellin. 

Hildene, Manchester. Info: 362-1788. 

• Sept. 29-Oct. 1: Harvest & Craft Fest., 10 
a.m. 

Stephen Huneck Gallery, Woodstock 
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Info: 457-3206. 

• Nov. 25-Jan. 15: A Peaceable Kingdom, 
holiday exhibition. 

Lakę Champlain Maritime Museum, Ver- 
gennes. Info: 475-2022. 

• Sept. 3-9: Cedar/Canvas Canoe Building. 

• Sept. 9-10: Introduction to Blacksmithing. 

• Sept. 11-15: Blacksmithing Techniques. 

• Sept. 16-17: Introduction to Toolmaking. 

• Sept. 17-23: Building a Maine Coast Dory'. 

• Oct. 15-25: Building an Adirondack Guide 
Boat. 

Lamoille County Players, Hyde Park Opera 
House. 8 p.m.; Sun. matinees 2 p.m. Info: 
888-4507. 

• Sept. 28-30; Oct. 1, 5-8: The Sound of Mu¬ 
sie. 

• Nov. 3-5, 9-11: Blithe Spirit. 

Montshire Museum of Science, Norwich. 
Info: 649-2200. 

• Sept. 10: Summer’s End Celeb., 10 a.m. 

• Sept. 26: The Artisfs Secret Geometry, 7 
p.m. 

• Sept. 30: Rhythm, new traveling exhibit. 

Shelhurne Farms. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Info: 985- 

8686. 

• Sept. 16: Harvest Fest. 

• Sept. 23-Oct. 15: Envisioned in a Pastorał 
Setting, art show & sale, 11 a.m. 


Sun-porch 



INSULATED 
WINTER SUNR00M C0NVERTS 
TO ASUMMERSCREEN R00M! 



K MOUNTS^ 
READILY ON 
DECKS. PATI0S. 
0R LANDSCAPE 
V TIES. ^ 


□ QWIK’ window/screen change system □ Do-it-yourself kit. 
no contractors needed □ Meets building codes lor snów & wind 
loads □ Unique Climate Control System □ No extras, comes com- 
plete □ Buy factory direct & save □ America’s #1 value sińce 1974. 


Send $2 f ° r 

Color Catalogue, Prices . 
SENT FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Clili Dnnni, / VEGETABLE FACTORY, INC 

uUn-rUKLn© p.o. box 1353, Dept. ver 

□ iN/isiorll Stamford, CT 06904-1353 
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• Custom flags and banners 

• Vermont flags 

• All-occasion flags 

• State and foreign nation flags 

• Historie flags 

Montpelier Stove & Flag Works 

178 River St., Montpelier, VT 05602 
802-229-0150 
800-287-0150 


FLAG DECALS^ BUNTING-* WINDSOCKS 
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Vermont Quality Post & Beam 
Homes at Affordable Prices! 


If you’ve been dreaming about building 
a timberframe home but have been con- 
cerned about cost... let us show you 
how to create an affordable masterpiece! 

Cali Pete at the North WoodsJoinery 
to get started. Ask for our free design 
brochure and plans! 


NORTH WOODS (OINERY 

1 (800) 500-2503 

PO Box 1166, Burlington, VT 05402 
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AUTUMN EYENTS 


Shelburne Museum. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Info: 

985-3346. 

• Thru Oct. 22: Poses, Props & Settings: Por- 
traits from the Shelburne Museum Collec- 
tion. 

• Thru Oct. 22: Lest Ye Forget: Embroidered 
Family Records. 

• Thru Oct. 22: Hooked Rugs of the Fifty 
States by Molly Nye Tobey. 

• Thru Oct. 22: Exploring the Linę: Print- 
making Techniąues Defined. 

• Thru Oct. 22: Cloth at Hand: Costumes 
and Quilts from the Shelburne Museum 
Collection. 

• Thru Oct. 22: Plain Sewing and Fancy 
Needlework. 

• Thru Oct. 22: The Best the Country Af- 
fords: Vermont Furniture 1765-1850. 

Southern Vt. Art Ctr., Manchester. Tues.- 
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. noon-5 p.m. Info: 
362-1405. 

• Sept. 23-Oct. 22: Fali Exhibition. 

John Thade’s Broadway All-Time Fa- 
vorites. Concerts. 7:30 p.m. Info: 800-559- 
7070. 

• Sept. 9: Stowe Middle/High School. 

• Sept. 16: Norwich Cong. Church. 

• Sept. 30: Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Woodstock. 

• Oct. 21: West Village Meeting House, Brat- 
tleboro. 

• Oct. 28: Bennington Center for the Arts. 


• Nov. 18: First Unitarian Universalist Soci- 
ety, Burlington. 

Vt. Historical Society Museum, 109 State 
St., Montpelier. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Tues.-Fri.; 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Sat.; noon-4 p.m., Sun. Info: 
828-2291. 

• Sept. 12-Apr. 1996: Making and Remaking 
Vermont Farmsteads, 1791-1991. 

• Through Dec. 31: Ali the Precious Past. 
Uniąue artifacts from the museum and li- 
brary collections. 

Vt. Institute of Natural Science, Church 
Hill Rd., Woodstock. Info: 457-2779. 

• Sept. 7: Birding Field Trip to Cape May, 9 
a.m. 

• Sept. 7: Monarch Butterfly Travelogue, 7 
p.m. 

• Sept. 14: Itsy Bitsy Spiders, program for 
preschoolers, 9:30 a.m. 

• Sept. 23-Oct. 9: l6th Annual Wildlife Art 
Show & Sale, 10 a.m. 

• Sept. 24: Kitę Designing, Building, & Fly- 
ing, 3 p.m. 

Vt. Mozart Festival, Burlington. Info: 862- 
7352. 

• Oct. 27: Artis Quartet from Vienna. 

• Nov. 17: Baroąue Trumpet, featuring Scott 
Thornburg with the New York Chamber 
Soloists. 

Vt. Symphony Orchestra Concerts, 

Burlington. Info: 864-5741. 

• Oct. 1-15: Performances around the State. 


West River Artists Outdoor Art Exhibition 
and Sale. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Info: 483-6058. 

• Sept. 2-3: Timber Village Antiąues, 
Quechee. 

• Sept. 30-Oct. 1: Bandstand Park, Ludlow. 

• Oct. 14-15: Village Green, Townshend. 

T.W. Wood Art Gallery, Vt. College, Mont¬ 
pelier. Noon-4 p.m., Tues.-Sun. Info: 828- 
8743. 

• Sept. 15-Dec. 15: Abenaki Art: Shamanism, 
Magie, and The Busy Spider. 

• Oct. 28: Gala Benefit Art Auction. Recep- 
tion, dinner, auction, 5:30-10 p.m. 


Fctirs & 

Champlain Valley Fair. Essex Jct. Aug. 26- 
Sept. 4. Info: 878-5545. 

Guilford Fair. Sept. 4. Info: 254-4339. 
Orleans County Fair, Barton fairgrounds. 

Sept. 16-20. Info: 525-3907. 

Peru Fair. Sept. 23. Info: 824-3703. 
Sheffield Field Day. Sept. 4. Info: 626-8862. 
Tunbridge WorkTs Fair. Sept. 14-17. Info: 
889-5555. 

Vt. State Fair, Rutland. Sept. 1-10. Info: 775- 
5200. 

Vt. State Grange Fair, Brookfield. Sept. 22- 
24. Info: 439-5359. 


YERMONT 

w re Morę Tlian Country Roads. 





IBM, Essex Junction, VT Miguefs Stowe Away Salsa, Stowe, VT Hubbardton Forge, Castleton, VT 


£Lveryone knows about our ski slopes, country 
roads, dairy farms and smali towns. But a lot 
morę tban ebeese and mapie syrup is madę in 
\ermont. 5 ome world class firms, leaders like 
Ben & Jerry s Homemade, Inc., IBM, 
GE, and Eveready bave found tbat ^ 4 rmont is 
a great place to live and to make money. From 
plastics and wood products to electronics and 
food processing, morę tban 1,000 firms believe 
tbat tbey don t bave to give up tbe good life in 
order to turn a good profit. 


For an introductory look at \ermont as a 
relocation option for your business, cali 
Central A 4 rmont Public aS ervice, tbe State s 
largest electric utility. It may be tbe best move 
you ve ever madę. 


l-800-382-CVPS 


VERMONT 

WERE OPEN FOR BUSINESS! 


■SPONSORED BY 


’ Central Vermont Public Service Corp., 77 Grove st., Rutland, vermont 0570i- 
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unique Peter D. Watson Agency, Inc. 

W Greensboro Office 

Box 158, 137 North Shore Road 
Greensboro, VT 05841 
REALESTATE 802-533-7077 


Wind Hill Farm, Manchester: A true colonial farmstead set on 10 picturesque 
acres convenient to town. Beautifully restored and expanded, there is a quality 
of comfort and style. 12 rooms, 3 fireplaces, stream, swimming pool and 
maturę landscaping. Guest cottage, 


garage with office, horse barn, hay 
barn. Siatę roof, views and value. 
$595,000 


Jc 


Bob Schoenemann Real Estate Service 
Pawlet, Vermont 05761 
Phone: 802-325-3420 
Fax: 802-325-3820 


DORSET HOLLOW. Spacious gambrel colonial with 5.3 high meadow 
acres and fabulous views. 3,500 feet of beautifully maintained living area 
with 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, large living room with fireplace and lovely 
dining area, den, screen porch and Klwilm H 

sundeck, shop, garage. Big trout _t 

pond, lovely grounds, serenity. 

$585,000. 


Manchester Center, Vermont 

802-362-2700 
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Mountain Marketplace 
Junction Routes 11 & 100 
Londonderry, VT 05148 
\ 802/824-3113 

3&x 


Waite 


Rural Property 
Homes & Land 

For 33 years helping people buy and sell country propertios in VennonL 

Come to Waite Country - Minutes to Stratton, Bromley. Okemo 

FREE AREA MAP SEASONAL RENTALS 
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Finchingfield — the ńnest 
house in one of the finest 
communities in northem 
Vermont. This lovely East 
Craftsbury home is cur- 
rently a licensed, operat- 
ing inn and could eon- 
tinue as such or could be 
the grandest of homes. On 7 lovely, landscaped acres tied into cross 
country ski trails. Spacious owners’ ąuarters, carriage house with sta- 
bies and paddock. Quality and graciousness prevail throughout this 
very special property. #1032 $315,000 


Absolute Country Quality In Craftsbury. Extremely well-built, taste- 

fully and charmingly decorated 
oversized cape on 34+ private 
acres with ąuintessential Vermont 
views. 4BR. 2 1/2 BA. Pine floors 
in living room, dining room, 
kitchen. 

Luxurious cherry 
cabinetry, State of 
the art brick fire¬ 
place. Just about 
perfect. #1035 
$197,500. 


SUGARBUSH and the 
MAD RIVER VALLEY 

Any Season of the Year 

Snów Creek, a select ski-on/ski-off 
condominium community which is 
immediately adjacent to the Green 
Mountain National Forest. The bright 
two bedroom, two bath floor plan 
offers family convenience. A pleas- 
ant upper level apartment is offered 
furnished at $112,000. 


Summit, a condominium community 
of town homes. This furnished 3 bed¬ 
room, 2 bath offers views, year- 
round relaxation, and is just minutes 
from the ski area and golf course. 
Offered furnished at $89,900. 


Additional Opportunities 
ONE BEDROOM Condominium 

located within walking distance to 
the ski slopes and Sugarbush Sports 
Center, furnished, only $38,000. 

THREE BEDROOM Condominium 

located in Sugarbush Village. 
Offered furnished at $39,500. 


BUSINESS. We currently are offering 
two exceptional Vermont business 
opportunities: A long established 20 
Room Inn, and a Gift/Accessories 
Storę with charming owners' 
quarters. Cali for details. 

Sugarbush... 

Where leaving is never easy. 


For information on Sugarbush properties, brochure 
or statewide business opportunities contact: 


Ron Zschaler, Broker 


SUGARBUSH INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 

SUGARBUSH VILLAGE 
WARREN, VT 05674 
(800) 521-4550 
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Manchester Village 

Historie 8.7 ac. estate abuts 
Ekwanok C.C. Fine 1919 
detail throughout the 16 
rooms. Glorious porch and 
large living rooms for fam¬ 
ily and entertaining. Ten 
BRs, 6 fuli baths. Exclusive. 
$ 1 , 200 , 000 . 


Also: Extraordinary 14-18 acre parcels in Dorset Hollow. Fabulous 
views. Approved & protected. $435,000-$575,000. 


DORSET V1LLAGE PROPERTIES 

Dorset, Yermont 05251 Phone: 802-867-5300 
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Green Mountain Homes 


Brooks h. barroN 

REAL ESTATĘ 



“Ashbrook Glen” - Perfectly 
positioned amidst 86 acres of 
rolling meadow and maturę 
forest, a 5-bedroom, 3-bath 
Colonial homestead awaits 
your inspection. Recently 
constructed with the finest 
materials, the adjoining 
3,000-square-foot Carriage 
House features 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, caretaker quarters and an oversize 2-car garage. The 
grounds are sublime, with pond, apple trees, flowering shrubs, perennials and a breathtak- 
ing view. A true country estate in a neighborhood of similar properties. $783,000. 


Come revel in this 6,400-square-foot Contemporary masterpiece. Perched high on a 
west-facing mountain slope at roads’ end, the quality of design, materials and craftsman- 
ship is truły remarkable. Highlights include 4 bedrooms, each with private fuli bath, plus 
two half baths, a kitchen to charm a chef, major deck systems to capture “forever” views, 
3-car attached garage, screened porch, winę cellar, office and hobby/playroom spaces. The 
choice 10-acre site is enhanced by protected surrounding land and an adjoining parcel is 
available. $719,000. 

Located at the end of a long, private drive where 83.5 acres assure privacy, this charming 
Cape style reproduction has 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths and a guest/caretaker apartment 
above the oversized 2-car garage. Outdoors the sheep/horse barn, fenced pastures and 
pond offer many livestock possibilities. Just minutes from Montpelier and Sugarbush 
four-season resorts, the area abounds in recreational alternatives. $425,000. 

Sited for inspiring views and maximum solar gain, a 3,800-square-foot Contemporary 
homestead on 14.7 acres with 6 bedrooms and 3 1/2 baths is now available for viewing. 
Built in 1972, major improvements were madę in 1989 and the house and combination 
barn/garage/shop are in first class condition. A splendid kitchen, fieldstone fireplace, two 
decks, den/studio and garage spaces for four vehicles are highlights. $398,000. 


FRANK PUNDERSON AGENCY 

19 West St. • Rutland, Vermont • 05701 
(802) 775-2552 • FAX (802) 775-0309 
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For additional information, or for alternatives: 

Country Homes, Stowe Condominiums, Farms; cali, write or fax for brochure. 




Vermont Valley Farm - 
267 acres 

...encompassing entire valley. 

Rambling bams and feedlots 
counterpoint to a country elegant, 
lovingly restored Colonial c. 1797 
with stone addition, 5 fireplaces 
and 7 massive maples overlooking the pond and brooks. Huge 
marble-coped pool, stone terraces, country solitude. Ideał for horse or 
beef. Near Manchester. $750,000. 



Stowe Area: 

Breathtaking views of 
Green Mountain and 
Worcester Ranges. 

Adapted Vermont 
Classic with generous 
living rooms, forinal 
dining room and 
modern country kitchen. Red Barn you’ve always wanted, 
complete with kennel. Delightful and Exclusive. $380,000. 


RD#1, Box 26A, North Hollow, Rochester, Vermont 05767-9003 
(802) 767-3398 - FAX: (802) 767-4669 


Mountain Road 
PO Box 539 
Stowe, VT 05672 


o 

Pall Spera Company 
Realtors 


Ph. (802) 253-9771 
Fax (802) 253-9993 
1 -800 253-2700 
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“Through the years,few periodicals in the 
public or prirate sector have established and 
maintained such a consistent level of distinction. 

Vermont Life remains a standard by which excel- 
lence is determined. ” 

John D. Ashcroft 

National Govemors'' Association Ready to help your business now! 

MORĘ EFFICIENT — Your ad is read again and again all year long. 

MORĘ QUALIFIED — 100% paid circulation guarantees, 100% 

reader interest. 

MORĘ RE ACH — 603,000 avid Vermont consumers and visitors. 

MORĘ Q ( ALI TY — America^ premier regional magazine — winner of 

26 national magazine awards 1990-1995. 

MORĘ POWERFUL — For nearly 50 years the single top source of 

information about Vermont for consumers 
who drive Vermont’s economy. 




CALL THE ADYERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIYE NEAREST YOE 


Vermont Adrertising Sales Office 
Gerianne Smart, Advertising Director 
Abby Hummel, Advertising Assistant 
Drew Meyers, Ad Executive, Northern VT 
Hal DeBona, Ad Executive, Southern VT 
Phone: 802-877-2262 
Fax: 802-877-2949 


Eastern NY 
Capital Region 

Steve Parisi 
Advertising Executive 
Phone: 518-623-2454 
Fax: 518-623-4363 


Northern New York 
Jo’el Kramer 
Advertising Executive 
Phone: 518-946-2191 
Fax: 518-946-7461 


The Berkshires/MA 
Tom Kelly 

Advertising Executive 
Phone: 413-528-9555 
Fax: 413-528-9959 


Space reseruations 
auailable through 
September 15th 
for the Winter issue, 
and December 8th 
for the Spring issue. 
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Green Mountain 


Adventure/Outdoor 


ADVENTURE GUIDES OF VERMONT — 
Statewide Guide Association — Adventure Travel 
Agency — Ali Activities. (800) 425-TRIP or 
(802) 425-6211. 


Books 


THE COUNTRY BOOKSHOP. Browse freely 
amongst 20,000 books and prints out of old Ver- 
mont homes and attics. We’re beside the 
stonewall. Plainfield, Vermont 05667. (802) 454- 
8439. 

TOP VT CHEFS reveal their kitchen secrets in this 
collection of morę than 100 delectable recipes! Order 
“Vermont Recipes” through your favorite bookstore 
(ISBN 0-9645761-0-4) or cali l-800-SEE-VER- 
MONT. 

VERMONT MAPLE COOKBOOK. 60 pages. 
$3.00 includes S/H. BTOV, Box 113, N. Ferrisburg, 
VT 05473. 


Business Opportunities 


DECORATING DEN, the world’s largest inte¬ 
rior decorating franchise, is seeking creative indi- 
viduals who love to decorate. Proven business plan 
with training and support. Opportunities 
Statewide. Write Regional Director, Box 274, 
Waterbury, Yermont 05676. (800) 738-3487. 


Gifis & Mail Order 


QUILTERS! DECORATORS! Haveyour bedding 
custom machinę quilted in the Green Mountains. 
Write: Vermont Custom Quilting, RR 2 Box 91, 
Rochester, VT 05767, or cali (802) 767-9221. 


Country Curtains. 

At The Red Lion Inn • Stockbridge, MA 01262 

CURTAIN CHARM FOR EYERY HOME! 

Cali Today for a FREE ó&page Color Catalog 

1-800-876-6123 

DepL 4365 


Lodging 


BA1LEY’S MILLS B&B, WOODSTOCK 
/READING. 1820’s architectural charm, pastorał 
seclusion, honeymoon suitę. (800) 639-3437. 



MIDDLEBURY BED & BREAKFAST — Walk 
downtown. Fuli Continental breakfast. Washing¬ 
ton Street Ext. Hikers, bikers, skiers welcome. 
Middlebury. Liz Hunt. (802) 388-4851. $50-$75 
D/O. 

AUTUMN IN VERMONT at the Christmas 
Tree Inn and Condominiums, Sugarbush. Beauti- 
ful scenery, reasonable rates. (800) 535-5622. 


Musie 


ACCORDIONS, BUTTON BOXES, Concerti- 
nas. New, Used, Buy, Trade, Repairs. Catalogues 
$5.00. Castiglione, Box 40 VT, Warren, Mich. 
48090. (810) 755-6050. 


Real Estate 


Vermont Property Owners Report 

A bimonthly newsletter providing news and 
information for owners and buyers of Vermont 
real estate. Subscribe and we’ll send you a free 
list of property tax rates in each town. $42/year. 
Refund if not satisfied. Send check to: 

VPOR, Dept. G, P.O. Box 1110, Montpeiier, VT 05601 
(To order by credit card, cali 802-229-2433) 


STOWE CHALETS AND 
CONDOMINIUMS for the 
discriminating vacationer. 

Simoncmi 
Realty 

P.O. Box 1291, Stowe, 05672 (802) 253-4623 




Live the ideał Vermont Life. 

Wonderfully renovated 1809 
farmhouse in the photo- 
graphed town of Corinth. 

30 minutes from Dartmouth. 

Rolling fields, apple orchard, 
swimming pond, stream, separate 1 BR guesthouse and studio, 
heated workshop in dassic renovated barn, plus new horse barn. 
15+/- acres (morę available). Magical views. Enjoy all the best that 
Vermont has to offer for $299,000. 802-649-3122. 


GRAFTON V1LLAGE B&Bs: “Historie Regis¬ 
ter” Acreage, water...photos, literaturę on request. 
Barrett & Company, (802) 843-2390. 

COZY, UNIQUELY GARDENED HOME- 
STEAD nestled amongst twenty and a half view- 
intensive mountain acres, thirteen miles from Jay 
Peak. $38,500. (802) 362-4030 or (802) 767- 
3398 to leave a message. 

VERMONT RETREAT on 14 Acres. 3BRs. 3- 
car garage. Privacy. $119,000. Watson Agency, 
Hardwick, VT 05843. (802) 472-3338. 


1995 MARKS MY 28TH YEAR of offering 
country property statewide. Please cali (802) 767- 
3398 and 1*11 help you. Brooks H. Barron, Real 
Estate. 

WAITE ASSOCIATES, REALTORS, Country 
Properties — Homes & Land — Sales & Rentals. 
P.O. Box 147, Londonderry, VT 05148. (802) 
824-3113. Free Map. 

CABOT — 35+/- Acres w/brook. Hiking, X- 
country skiing. Superb views. Perfect for second 
home. $45,000. (301) 229-6917. 


Seryices 


FORESTRY. Timber appraisals, environmental 
planning, selective harvesting, hardwood and soft- 
wood marketing. General Timber Corp., Ft. Ed¬ 
ward, NY 12828. (518) 638-6484. 


Yacation Rentals 


WOODSTOCK LOG CABIN apartment nestled 
in the mountains of this charming, historie town. 
9 miles to Killington. One mile off Route 4. One 
bedroom, fully furnished, woodstove, den with fu- 
ton couch leads to rear deck. As Iow as $75 per 
night for 2 people. (802) 672-3768. 

COMPLETELY RESTORED, nicely appointed, 
five bedroom, 1779 colonial; located on smali se- 
cluded farm, $975/wk. Redemption Farm, c/o 
Nanette Gilmour, Middletown Springs, Vermont 
05757. (802) 235-2192. 

FARM VACATION. Large, 2 bedroom apart¬ 
ment located in historie Brownington. Participate 
in farm activities and enjoy the beautiful views of 
foliage. $300/wk, $150/wkend. (802) 754-2396. 

MANCHESTER LOG CHALET. 5 Bedroom, 3 
bath, billiard room, outdoor hot tub and fuli 
amenities. Available year-round. Phone (203) 
233-0000 for details. 

MACBAIN HOMESTEAD FARM VACA- 
TIONS. Rooms and 3 bedroom apartment. 
Working farm. In the heart of foliage. Skiing, hik¬ 
ing & snowmobiling. Non-smoking. Reasonable 
rates. R.D. Box 99, West Danville, VT 05873. 
(802) 563-2025. 

SUGARBUSH fully furnished two bedroom con- 
dominium available for rental. Please cali for rates 
and availability. (800) 521-4550. 


To Advertise Write: 
Vermont Life Classifieds, 
PO Box 283, 

Vergennes, VT 05491-0283; 
or cali 802-877-2262. 
Closing Dates: 
Winter Issue: September 15 
Spring Issue: December 8 
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Picture Postscript 



A tali , dark stranger strode into Rutland from the east early last October. 

First seen near the Elks Club , he crossed backyards and jumpedfences, heading downtown. 
He ambled past City Hall and promenaded through the shopping plaża , past 
the grocery storę , back over the Rwer Street bridge, and down past the 
fairgrounds. Then he was gone, heading east , back into the 
mountains ofMendon and Shrewsbury. Where he went nobody knewfor surę. 

Why he came, nobody knew, either. Was it the double coupons? 

GĆ*> 
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When M mi HI /»\ " ed?tions 

one of America's premier publishers of limited-edition wildlife art 

decided to leave their Long Island facility 

where prices were high and growth limited 

they looked for a lower cost location, 

where Iow taxes, and insurance rates would enhance productivity 

a wholesome, natural environment 

away from urban distractions and unreasonable wages 

with below-market financing and high visibility 

in a business-friendly State 

where even the Governor would 
to welcome them 
they chose: 


Cali us. We would like to 
do the same thing for you. 

1-800-341-2211 

Vermont Department of Economic Development • 109 State Street • Montpelier, Vermont 05609 
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Great Coyerage. 


Vermont hospitality: it's a warm comforter on your bed, and the comfort of knowing 

Vermont provides the most snów cover in New England. Come ski with us. 
There's no other place where you can get away from it all and still feel this much at home. 

Call i- 8 oo-VERMONT ext. 613A for our Winter Guide Book. 


YERMONT 


it will changę the way 
you look at things 
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